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Survey ship rescues refugees from sinking fishing vessel 



BY SILICONE 



SAILORS from veteran survey ship HMS 
Beagle saved the lives of hundreds of hys¬ 
terical refugees when their overcrowded 
boat broke down and started to sink in 
stormy Mediterranean seas. 

Beagle, a coastal survey vessel which was on her way 
home to Devon port after ncr final deployment, responded 
to a midnight Mayday call from the leaky refugee ship, 
crammed w ith 240 people, drifting with no engines in force 
eight winds 30 miles south of Crete. 


The overcrowded 40-metre 
vessel, which the refugees said 
had sailed from Turkey and 
was heading for Italy, was wal¬ 
lowing bcam-on to the high 
seas and leaking in several 
places. 

A hoarding team of three - Lt 
( Jr Mike (vsuliiv.in. POM 
(icorgc Hawksby and MEM John 
Burgess - from Beagle look the 
ship s sea-boat to climb aboard the 
refugee vessel, the Alvpin C aptain, 
a risky venture in itself. 

Party leader Li Cdr O’Sullivan, 
the Executive Officer (XO) of 
HMS Beagle, said: “The transfer 
across on to the vessel was hairy, to 
say the least - the swell was around 
four metres. 

“They were big seas for a sca- 
boat, and just launching and recov¬ 
ering it was extremely difficult. 
Our bkvkcs did a very good job 
there. 

it was oertaiab loo Mqi to try 
putting civilians into boats. 

“The refugee boat Ux>kcd a bit 
like a rig support vessel or fishing 
boat, with a flat deck aft and a 
wheel house for’ard. It must have 


been about 500 tons. It was floun¬ 
dering. beam on to the sea, force 
eight, taking on water from a split 

non 

“When we arrived it was may¬ 
hem. It was the middle of the 
night. Everyone was screaming. 
Even the people on hoard didn t 
speak the same language - it was a 
very mixed hag of people. 

“It was just a matter of calming 
them down, letting them know 
they would be fine. There were 
about 40 women and quite a lot of 
children -about 33. with the 
youngest a babe in arms of about 
2 i/ 2 months. 

“A couple of people spoke fuirly 
broken English - nut they didn t 
necessarily speak the same lan¬ 
guage as whoever else was on 
board. There must have been at 
least four or five groups of nation¬ 
alities on btiard. 

“And I think the fact that the 
crew had abandoned them was 
playing heavily «>n their minds ' 

The captain and crew VBfl 
nowhere to he seen, having either 
taken a boat and made a run for it 
when trouble struck, or hiding 

• Turn to page 3 



■ THUNDERER SPEAKS OUT - RADIO CHALLENGE FOR RN ENGINEERS, p29 
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Satellite viewing 


Guardian of silent 
service's history 


COMMANDER Richard Compton-Hall MBE, 
a former RN Submarine Museum director, 
has died aged 72. 

He joined the Royal Naval College at Dartmouth 
in 1043. He served in HMS London in the Far East 
from 1947 to 1948. 

His long association with submarines began in 
1949. His first command was the X-craft HMS 
Minnow in 1956, followed by HMS Springer. 

After a two-year exchange visit to the US 
Navy's submarine base, New London, he returned 
to the UK in 1961 to command HMS Grampus. 

He was awarded the MBE in 1964 for opera¬ 
tions in command of Grampus, a boat which he 
took under the Arctic icecap. 

After leaving the Navy, he became director of 
the RN Submarine Museum in 1975 until he 
retired in 1994 

He wrote extensively on the submanne service, 
including the recent Navy News centenary sup¬ 
plements on the Silent Service, until ill health pre¬ 
vented further work. 


C HRISTMAS on hoard HMS 
(ornwall was made* that hit more 
hearable lor the ship’s company by 
the arrival of a brand new satellite 
TV system. 

TTie TVpc 22 frigate is still away 
from home on Operation VcritasL 
which includes the Navy's opera¬ 
tions east of Sue/. 

She was due to he home to 
Plymouth before Christmas. but 
plans were changed - although she 
should make it home for Faster! 

The brand new stabilised satel¬ 
lite system was fitted while tile 
ship was alongside in Mombasa. 
Kenya, in December. 

I turn start to end the project 
took less than three weeks, and 
now the ship's company can watch 
their favourite satellite pro¬ 
grammes at sea around the world. 

A Permanent Joinl Headquart¬ 
ers operational welfare grant 
bought the kit and jointly DLO 
and FOSF fitted the system. 


charity gets 


royal boon 


SSAFA FORCES Help will have cause for double celebrations at 
the Ouccn's Golden Jubilee this year. The national military char¬ 
ity has been chosen as one of the five good causes to receive 
donations from this anniversary celebration. But 2002 is also the 
50th year that the Queen has been SSAFA’s Patron. 


Enquirers have been amtacting 
Buckingham Palace for months to 
ask about presenting gifts to the 
Ouccn to mark her Ml years as 
monarch. 

The Queen has made a decision 
to discourage personal gifts, eon 
sidcring the Jubilee an opportuni¬ 
ty for her to thank the amntry for 
tnc support during her reign. 

Ml CllfcW il bt told th.it .1 
d onation In Nppori of thru Mari¬ 
nated charities would he appropri¬ 
ate. 

This donation can cither go 
directly to .» specific chanty, or 
become part of a fund which will 
he split equally among the five. 

In addition to SSAFA Forces 
Help, the four other charities arc 
Barnardo's. CRUSE Bereavement 
Care, I CAN and the Royal 
Agricultural Benevolent 

Institution. 

SS AI A I orccs I lelp describes 
itself as honoured to be chosen to 
benefit from this year's Golden 
Jubilee celebration. 

SSAFA. the Soldiers. Sailors. 
Airmen and Families Association, 
is the national military charity that 
helps both current and retired 
Service men. women and their 
families. 

Over 100.000 people arc helped 
each vear by a network of more 
than "/.(MAI trained \olnnUviv 
in-Scrvicc volunteers and over 400 
professionals. 

Support services include wel¬ 
fare. financial support, social 
work, health care, housing, family 
support, and even that most basic 
need, friendship 

SSAFA Forces Help can be 
reached on 020 7403 8783. 


Pompey 
crew seek 
help for 
Southsea 
steamer 

THE FERRY ship MV Southsea s 
finest moment was taking part in 
the 1953 Coronation Fleet 
Review. 

As the grand procession led by 
the Trinity House vessel. Patricia, 
trailed through the harbour, 
behind the warships, in the wake 
of the great liners. MV Southsea 
and her sister ship. Brading. car¬ 
ried the Admiralty Staff. 

Now, after a* long life as a 
Portsmouth-Ryde Isle of Wight 
ferry, the MV &oulhsca has ended 
her day's in Newport. South Wiles 
The MV Southsea Society with 
a Bristol company are hoping to 
brine this ‘pocket liner* home 
This vessel is the last of the Isle 
of WtefM ferrie s tfM cm be peo 

served from the classic period. 

But significant help is needed. 
The Southsea has narrowly 
escaped the scrapyard on a num¬ 
ber of occasions. Her condition is 
reasonable, but she docs need a lot 
of external work. 

If you could help, contact: MV 
Southsea Society. 39 Ranelagh 
Road. Portsmouth PQ2 8EZ. 


Sick Berth medal presented 
to HMS Nottingham medic 


• Capf Sieve Kirby accepts HMS Cornwall's new satellite TV 
system from CWEM(R) Kevin Homewood, the equipment main¬ 
tained with other members of the Weapon Engineering dept. 


• w>« 

• f¥ 
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HMS NOTTINGHAM'S ‘doc*. 
POMA I>a/ Hcmmings. has been 
presented with the Sick Berth 
Attendant of the Year medal by 
the Medical Director General, 
Surgeon Rear Admiral Ian 
Jenkins. 

The title is awarded annually to 
a Medical Assistant “for /cal and 
efficiency in discharge of duties 
over the preceding year *. 

Daz was recognised for the fine- 
work that he has put in since HMS 
Nottingham came out of refit. 

The medal itself« struck by the 
Royal Mint. It shows a picture of a 
Medical Assistant at work, with 
the recipient's name inscribed 
around the outside edge. 

Da/'s abilities have also gained 
him selection for the Chiefs 
course to become a CPOM A 


• POMA Dai Hammings. 


DEVONPORT frigate 
HMS Argyll has won a 
prestigious award for rais¬ 
ing the public profile of the 
ship and the Koval Navy. 

HMS Argyll, a Type 23 
frigate, won the Desmond 
Wettern Award. chiefly 
through its efforts in the tricky 
surroundings of Sierra Leone. 

The frigate was deemed to have 
succeeded in generating positive 
coverage for the Senior Service, 
despite the shifting political and 
military scenario in the troubled 
West African state. 

Argyll deployed for a seven- 
montn stint in Mav 2(1)0. and the 
close relationship fostered 
between the frigate and the local 
community was reflected in tin 
excellent media awerage of the 
humanitarian effort provided by 
her sailors. 

Another highlight which swayed 
judges was the shin being given the 
Freedom of Argyll and Bute, and 
despite her reluming to a bread 
ana-butter routine back in the 
UK. Argyll continued to maintain 
a high profile through Internet 
links and close tics with affiliates 
and charities. 

The Desmond Wettern Award 
is presented annually to a ship, 
squadron or unit, and is named in 
honour of journalist and writer 
Desmond wettern, who was for 
many years the nasal correspon¬ 
dent on the Daily Telegraph. The 
award was first presented in 1993. 

Tulips from 
Holland to 
Devonport 

HUNDREDS of tulip bulbs 
arrived at Devonport nasal base 
from the Royal Netherlands Navy. 

The traditional gift of Dutch 
tulips began in 1946 as a tribute to 
the “hospitality, friendship and 
wonderful sportsmanlike spirit of 
the Royal Navy which has been an 
inspiration.* 4 

This year’s bloom of 470 bulbs 
was delivered to Plymouth by the 

Dtttch riifp HNI Ms Bi»»\^ vm 

Treslong when she came to 
IX-vonport for training with the 
Hag Officer Sea Training organi¬ 
sation. 


• HMS Argyll patrolling off Sierra Leone, West Africa . 


Ptetufw John SkOmn 
- 1 


HMS Argyll boosts 
Navy's image at 
home and abroad 
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Refugees 'think of our Armed 
Forces as the good guys' 


• From page one 

amongst ttic refugees, though no 
one saw them. 

“The refugees knew who we 
were - I must admit it was a hit 
like ‘Don’t worry, the Royal 
Naw’s here!* 

“'the moment they knew that 
we were British, from the Royal 
Navy, it gave them a hit of confi¬ 
dence They think of our Armed 
I oiees .in the giXRj guvs." 

Beagle had sent an advance 
maintenance party ahead of her 
lor the passage, so ilu* ship's 
company on the night was only 
33, some 30 per cent below 
strength, which is whv only three 
could be spared for the hoarding 

pun 

Having calmed the frightened 
refugees, the rescuers* attention 
was turned to the boot n 

“With the engine it was just a 
case of trying everything to get it 

“Because we couldn't find the 
captain or crew, even locating 
the starter was difficult." 

MHM Burgess went down to 

the en gine mm to sec wiut 

could be done. 

“1 had a little play with the 
engines, and with the XO work¬ 
ing the throttles on the bridge we 
managed to start them." he said. 

There were no steering motors 
available, as the servo mecha¬ 


nism had failed. So Lt C’dr 
O'Sullivan ended up steering the 
ship by hand for up to eight 
hours, struggling to keep her 
head into the seas. 

But the Navy trio’s resource¬ 
fulness w as needed again when a 
group of refugees alerted them 
to a leak - and the damage con¬ 
trol training which sailors under¬ 
go passed the test with flying 
colours. 

“1 went below to check and 
found a split in the hull and 
water coming in," said MEM 
Burgess. 

I noticed some silicone 
gel, some rags and some 
grease and used a ham¬ 
mer to carry out an emer¬ 
gency repair job. It was 
really a case of having to 
improvise." 

His XO said MEM Burgess 
had done a “fantastic job" with 
the leak, adding that he was in no 
doubt that had Beagle not 
arrived on the scene, the refugee 
boat would have foundered with 
heavy loss of life.Although there 
were merchantmen standing by, 
they could not have aimed 
because of the conditions, and it 
wus not until just before dawn 
that more help arrived in the 
shape of the Spanish frigate 
Extremadura and the Dutch fast 
combat support ship HNLMS 


Amsterdam. 

“When the Amsterdam 
arrived we managed to gel about 
33 people off in about six hours 
by helicopter - and remember 
that the Dutch are very gixnl at 
this sort of thing, which just 
shows that they were really oper¬ 
ating on the very limit," said Lt 
( dr O’Sullivan. 

The ( omnianding Officer of 
HMS Beagle. Lt Cdr Derek 
Turner, said: "The hoarding 
team s act kins almost certainly 
helped prevent serious loss of 
life. 

“The whole shin's company 
performed extremely well in dif¬ 
ficult circumstances and in a 
highly profevsional manner." 

Amsterdam’s Sea Hawk heli¬ 
copters winched off some of the 
women and children and landed 
them ashore in Crete. When the 
weather calmed down, the 
Alypin Captain, with the remain¬ 
ing refugees, was escorted 
inshore by a Greek naval vessel. 

HMS Beagle, which had been 
standing by in case of further 
emergencies, was then released 
to resume her passage home, 
haviog lost ,i day’s rest m 
Barcelona because of her 
involvement. She also had to 
contend with a very rough, 
uncomfortable passage to the 
Spanish coast. 

The 32-ycar-old ship has just 


completed surveying tasks in the 
Middle East, and was due to 
arrive home in Devon port - to 
he met by First Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir Nigel Esscnhigh - as 
Ni/u V# S | went to press IW ujlc 
is due to decommission this 
month. 

□ HMS Southampton and 
REA Diligence came to the aid 
of 23 people claiming to he 
Iranian refugees, found drifting 
in a 20ft boat in choppy waters in 
the Northern Arabian Sea. 

Southampton went alongside 
to investigate and was told they 
had set off to seek new lives in 
Oman, the United Arab 
Emirates or Pakistan. 

But after several days at sea 
their engine failed. For several 
more days they claimed to have 
(MM helplessly with two Of 
their number dying and being 
buried at sea. By this stage they 
had run out of food and water. 

The crews of Southampton 
and Diligence provided blankets 
.is well .is food and water before 
helping tO get the engine 
repaired. 

The refugees were also 
offered the chance to hoard 
Diligence and he taken to land, 
but .is they were in international 
waters tbej preferred to comm 
ue their journey. 



Winning smiles 


WHILE visiting HMS Ocean at Devonport to 
check on her preparations for re-deployment, 
the C-in-C Fleet Admiral Sir Alan West present¬ 
ed a cheque for £1,500 to LOM(C) Clarke - lat¬ 
est winner of the RN Sports Lottery. 



Picture: LA(PHOT) Angie Pearce 
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MINEHUNTERS HMS Ramsey, Ledbury and Sandown 
joined forces to take 120 Combined Cadet Force cadets 
from all over the counytry for an exciting day at sea. 

Sailing from Portsmouth, they anchored at Spithead to 
watch a display by a Lynx helicopter from HMS 
Richmond s flight.The cadets were then involved in a num¬ 
ber of exercises and demonstrations, starting with the 
launch and recovery of a Remotely Controlled Mine 
Disposal Vehicle. 

A surprise fire excercise using special smoke for extra 
realism was followed by a damage control demonstration. 

Senior CCF officer embarked in HMS Ramsey, Lt Cdr 
Colin Stratton-Brown. RNR from Maidstone Grammar 
School, expressed his appreciation: "Even if the cadets 
here don't later join the Navy, they will always remember 
this day and will still be keen and interested many years 
from now,’ he said. 

• Cadets on board HMS Ramsey prepare to launch the 
seaboat. 


'One-shop' 

Website 

launched 


A NEW RN and RM 
Reference Website has 
been launched as a one- 
stop shop' for up-to-date 
information. 

www. rn refere nee. mod. 
uk will be host to the the 
Families Web pages with 
links to all the latest 
news on deployed opera¬ 
tions - and other Internet 
sites of interest including 
Navy News. 

Also to the Naval 
Manning Agency, Naval 
Chaplains Service, UK 
Maritime Trade Opera¬ 
tions Web pages and, 
increasingly, unclassified 
reference material of 
general interest usually 
found on the MOD 
Intranet. 

And to HMS Nelson’s 
Overseas Support Unit 
and UK Support Unit 
CINCSOUTHLANT 
(Lisbon) Web pages, plus 
links to BDS Washington, 
Naval Support Unit 
Naples, Veterans Advice 
Unit, RN & RM Families 
Association. 

And many, many more. 


Bomb disposal 
man showed 
'outstanding 
courage' 

‘OUTSTANDING courage’ shown by a Royal Marine who disposed of a live mor¬ 
tar shell found on a mountain in St Helena has earned him the Second Sea Lord's 
Commendation. 


WO Neville Weston, a for¬ 
mer RM Corps Regimental 
Sergeant Major, was working 
as a recruiter on the remote 
mid-Atlantic island when he 
answered un SOS call from the 
civil authorities. 
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He organised a mission with 
Army colleague Sgt Richard 
Sheridan to carry the potentially 
unstable 701b bomb down 700 steps 
lecp ladder at Jamestown 
The bomb was then caken io the 
harbour to be loaded onto a boat 
and dumped in the ocean. 

The commendation recognises 
the “selfless initiative*' of WO 
Weston, whose Commando train¬ 
ing at l.vmpstone came to the fore 
during his impromptu bomb dis¬ 
posal action on one of the world's 
remotest islands. He acicd “with¬ 


out regard to his own safety and 
thought only of the greater gixxL" 

It was presented to him at a cer¬ 
emony at ftirtsmouth Naval Base 
by the Flag Officer Training and 
Recruiting. Rear Admiral reter 
Davies. 

Said WO Weston, now working 
for the Naval Careers Service in 
Oxford “Mv experiences as a 
Marine t«»<*k over instinctively. I 
was aware that any sudden move¬ 
ment could make the mortar 
explode and we'd he injured, but 
punlic safety was paramount .** 



Coventry sent 
off for sale 
overseas 


HMS COVENTRY was decommissioned last month after 
14 years* service - but she may see many more under a new 
flag. 

Gulf, the Atlantic and Indian 
Oceans to the Mediterranean and 
Caribbean. 

LOM Scan Crcan had the hon¬ 
our of lowering the White Ensign 
for the last time while one of the 
k>ngcst serving members of the 
ship’s company. CPO Mark 
Varney, cut the decommissioning 
cake. 

HMS Coventry returned home 
in November from a highly suc¬ 
cessful deployment in the West 
Indies, where she played a key role 
in the capture of cocaine with a 
street value of £40million, involv¬ 
ing a James Bond-style chase by 
her Lynx helicopter. 

Destroyers 
club Spring 
dinner date 

ALL current and former 
C ommanding Officers of Royal 
Navy destroyers automatically 
become members of the 
Destroyer Club - a “gregarious 
dining society** which meets twice 
a year. 

Next dinner will be held at the 
Naval Club, 38 Hill Street, 
London on April 17 at 7pm. 
chairman Admiral Sir Jock Slater 
presiding 

Price including wine, port and 
coffee will be £37. 

Contact Cdr Simon Kings. 
DNO AWW Room 425, 
Mctropole Building, Northum- 
bcrlund Avenue, Whitehall, 
London W(*2N 5BP for details 


Hie Type 22 frigate has been 
taken out of service as part of 
the rc-shaping of the Armed 
Femes a nrici tke 
Government’s Strategic 
Defence R and Inc 

MOD”s Disposal Services 
Agency is actively marketing 
her to overseas governments as 
an operationally capable war¬ 
ship. 

At a ceremony at Dcvonport, 
Flag Officer Sea Training Rear 
Admiral James Rapp inspected the 
shin's ceremonial guard as Guest 
of Hoaoor, 

Her sponsor. Mrs Anne 
Ba/algcttc, and eight previous 
commanding officers were present, 
as were many representatives of 
affiliate organisations - particular¬ 
ly those from the City of Coventry 
with which the ship and her prede¬ 
cessors have enjoyed a long and 
active association. 

The ship was launched in 1986 
and accepted into Naval service in 
1W8 Since then she has steamed 
425,776 miles and has been a fre¬ 
quent visitor to the Middle East 
and the Adriatic. 

Her Battle Honours include the 
Falklands conflict in 1982 and she 
has seen service in numerous the¬ 
atres ranging from the Arabian 


Royal 

visit 


THE PRINCESS Royal 
meets AEM Tracy Lamb 
at the Royal Navy stand 
at the Boat Show at 
Earls Court. 

Ptctuv PCXPHOT> Graham Mooum 
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a special offer for the Navy 

If you already have a mobile phone, it’s simple to join Orange and keep your existing number. 
You’ll enjoy better value and service with the minimum of fuss. 


Plus, if you are currently on a popular digital tariff with another network, Orange can provide 
the equivalent right down to the way that it’s billed.** 



When you join Orange you can choose from a 
pay monthly Nokia 3330e (r.r.p.£i9.99), 

Sony J70e (r.r.p.£39.99) or up to 40% discount 



on selected Orange pay monthly phones 


including 

■ connection 

8% discount on monthly subscription for 12 months 1 

■ Boxit™ (r.r.p.£29.99) protects your phone and is 
water resistant and shockproof 

■ additional accessory 11 


This offer is only available by calling Drange Direct on 

0800 168 168 


quoting 'Navy V 

Offer available only by calling Orange Direct on the number above ‘Subject to status and a minimum 12 months term on a monthly billed Orange 
Service Plan Minimum monthly subscnption £12 99 on Orange Everytime when paying by direct debit. Offer applies to new contracts only and excludes 
upgrades. Everyday 50 and an OVP Service Ran similar to the Virgin tariff. “OVP subject to full terms and conditions and excludes pre-pay. pay-up-front, 
shared and promotional tariffs ’Discount on monthly subscnption is credited back as one month's subscnption on your second monthly bill. 

' Complimentary accessory is a choice of incar charger, personal handsfree kit or leather case only. RRP correct at the time of printing and are subject 
to change. All offers are subject to availability. Offer valid until 24 March 2002. Terms and conditions apply. 
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Sepoy toll 
was six 


WITH regard to Mr A. Coer’s 
qucr> about HMS Sepoy 
(December issue). I can add Mime 

lift.Ills 

ITic tragic incident tix>k place 
dufea the ■arahj of luesday, 
April 8 1930 when, together with 
I he destroyers Sirdar. Somme and 
Thracian, she was exercising in 
local waters oil Hone Kong. 

At the after end of the destroyer 
i tie pth charge which was being 
prepared for use exploded and 
killed an officer and three men 
outright, and injured three others 

Sepoy returned immediately lo 
harbour and next day. with full 
military honours, the funerals of 
the dead men were held. 

IIMS Hermes provided the 
hand alone with a full guard of 
honour and the procession was led 
by the C-in-C China Station, 
Admiral Hill. 

He was followed by officers and 
men from all the military units in 
Hong Kong, including contingents 
from US. French, Italian and 
Portuguese w.irsliijrs. 

Soon after being admitted to 
hospital two of the injured men 
died from the injuries they 
received, thus bringing the toll to 
six. The fatal casualties were 
Commissioned Torpedo Gunner 
Mr L G. Reed, PO W. Bcldcrson. 
and ABs T. E. Smith. J. N. R. 
(’»wiper. W J. A. Draper and R. W. 
I leywood. 

Mr Cooper's photograph is a 
poignant record of the Navy of the 
1930s and it is interesting to see 
that all the naval personnel arc 
wearing pith helmets with their 
tropical white uniforms. N. 
McCart, Cheltenham 

I SUSPECT my late father was in 
the funeral party of the men from 
HMS Sepoy. 

lit iIk junior rating 

attached to the six men who died 
and had been sent to net the tea 
when the explosion happened and 
so was the only survivor of (he 

ju.U 

I have several photographs of 
the ceremony al Happy Valley 
Cemetery, including pictures of 
the men who were killed. 

My father at the time would 
have bcen 20 years old. He joined 
.it HMSGaafn in 
served until the end of the 1950s. - 
Mrs P. Jarman. Clacton-on-Sea. 


That afternoon I was given 
the task of climbing the 
mainmast to rig the dressing 
lines. I recall the PO asking me 
if I was happy about doing the 
job. 

“Yes of course, no problem." I 
replied - I thought it couldn't be 
WOUt than climbing the mast .it 
HMS St Vincent or HMS Bruce, 
where I did my training as a Boy 
Seaman. 

So, dressed only in a pair of 
shorts and gym shoes, I got on 
with ihc job. Soon I w.in filths 
from the soot from the mast and 
the acrid smoke from the funnels 
which rale bimthfag m.i> 
difficult at times. 

After stand easy I was given a 
ten minute job ol putting .> top 

mat of ships side grey on a small 
triangular ledge that had been 
chipped and painted with a 

K rimer of red lead. Access to this 
:dgc was by squeezing between 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent's name 
and address, not nec¬ 
essarily for public- 
ation.email correspondents 
are also requested to 
provide this information 
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gun 

mounting and a metal screen that 
partially surrounded the from 
The mounting, which had a wide 
arc of fire, faced outboard. 

I had just started painting when 
suddenly, under power. the 
mounting trained forrard. The 
seaman who was maintaining the 
eun neglected lo carry out the 
laid down procedure by ensunng 
that no object, human or 
otherwise prevented the 
mounting from turning. He 
should have shouted ‘Stand dear 
of the mounting, mounting 
training'. 

The 22 ton mounting pushed 
me sideways and forwards, my 
right arm and shoulder taking 
most of the impact. Worst of all, 
my face and jaw were pushed into 
the screen where it decreased in 
height I beiftl these hones 
crunching and cracking and in 
those moments I believed my 
death was imminent. 

Perhaps my screams were 
heard, for the mounting stopped 
suddenly and fortunately I was 
not trapped and managed to 
stagger out. A messmate's Uxik of 
horror told its own story. 

He helped me down to the sick 
hay. It so happened that our 
surgeon commander was taking 
passage on an accompanying ship 
so it fell to the Chief SB AS to 
render first aid. 

I was given an injection of 
morphine and he did an excellent 
job of stitching up my face that 
had been lacerated from my left 
car. narrowly missing my jugular 
vein, around to the other side of 
my jaw. 

Later that evening I briefly 
regained consciousness to sec the 
Captain and Commander by my 
hcusidc. I was aware of the ship's 
vibration for we were going at full 
speed. The Captain said Don't 
worry, son - you will soon he in 
hospital in Malta.' 

We arrived there in the early 
hours of the next morning. I n a 
stretcher I was lifted by crane into 
a motor boat and taken to Righi 
hospital. When I came around I 
had two steel pins screwed into 




George's Ball 
pinched by 
Barfleur 


READING ihc article about the Ancient Mariner, George 
Parker, reminded me of the lime in the Med. during the Sue/ 
Crisis, when he was serving in HMS St Kitts. 

Officer was lo he present am 
special request if Cnptain(D) 
tnc inspecting officer. - F 


Lasting legacy 
written in 
blood (mine) 

THE DATE was July 3, 1953 and my ship, the Fiii-class cruiser IIMS Bermuda had 
saiked from Port Said that morning cn route for Malta. On entering harbour we were to 
dress ship overall. 

the side of the twin 4in 


I was in her sister ship, (he 
Barfleur. and one night, coming 
hack on hoard. we had to cross 
over the Si Kitts. 

Maybe it was down to one tot 
too many of Maltese amtoot or just 
sheer devilment, hut George's 
Ball, as it was commonly called, 
was in its usual place halfway up 
(he mast above (he buffer's locker, 
just wailing to he nicked. 

So meh ow n wm n» ooi hoodi 

and quietly smuggled aboard Ihc 
Barfleur and hidden behind the 
heads door in the < upturns sea 

ofcta. 

At ham, was it all the 4.5s firing 
a broadside? No, it was just 
George sounding off: “Mount- 
hat ten will hear about this? I 've got 
emission to fly the Ball in 


permission 

harbour!" 


my jaw with another fixed across 
like a section of scaffolding 

During my stay in hospital the 
Bermuda came into Grand 
Harbour to embark stores for 
Rhodes where an earthquake had 
recently occurred. 

I took the opportunity to go 
aboard to thank the Chief SBAS 
and to visit the scene of my 
accident. On reaching the 4in gun 
deck I found the four mountings 
had winning notices painted with 
red letters on a white background 
saying DANGER AREA KEEP 
CLEAR. 

Consequently, as a direct result 
Of im accident. .ill ships have 
these notices on all moveable 
armaments - so I believe 1 can 
claim to have made my mark on 
the Na>y, albeit in blood! - W. R. 
Jay, Paignton. Devon. 

• HMS Bermuda at Zante, 
Greece, 1953 


I believe Anthony Fden was 
alerted and questions asked in the 
House to the point that the Suez 
Crisis might he called off and .ill 
the ships returned lo GuzzTo save 
all this. George’s Ball was returned 
to (Ik i<> urs later R. 

Hamilton-Cox, Somerset Legion 
House, Weston-super-Mare. 

I WAS a baby suh lieutenant in 
HMs st Kittv is yean ago and 
George Parker was the Buffer’s 
Yeoman - a much more influential 
figure on hoard 

He was actually, if memory 
serves, William Henry Parker, hut 
’George' to everyone and he 
looked just like the illustration on 
.i packet of Player’s cigarettes. 

His golden hallcock was on the 
stump mainmast in my time on 
board and he was liable to be seen 
up the mast in a scruffy pair of 
overalLs, polishing it just as we 
were entering Sliema Creek 
ceremonially. 

There was a legend that he did 
not really like going on seasonal 
leave - maybe he missed his tot - 
but lb.it if forced to do so. he 
would leave a pie-paid telegram 
with the Coxswain, addressed to 
himself, to be sent after two or 
three days which instructed him to 
’Return on board immediately* 
and signed ‘Commanding Officer', 
thus allowing him the excuse he 
needed. 

Divisions were an activity 
George usually managed to avoid, 
though he would (urn up if a Rag 


resent and In 

W IS 

meeting officer. - Rear 

Admiral J. A. L. Myres. 

Kennington. Oxford. 

Ribbons 

replaced 

REFERENCE the article 
concerning members of the Royal 
Naval Association who might Ik* 
wearing the RFR Long Service 
Medal with an incorrect ribbon 
ml. I was somewhat 

■iqwhod lo im on Dfaedorafte 

being taken to task in this way 
since neither I nor my staff were 
aware of any problem. 

I would like to correct the 
impression given by the article that 
we have a medals office - we arc a 
relatively small organisation and 
we do not warrant our own medals 
offloo 

Our role is to assess a reservist’s 
entitlement to a particular medal 
and then to request the medals 
office in the Armed Forces 
Personnel Administration Agency 
(Centurion (AFPAA(C)) to effect 
its issue. 

I have been in contact with the 
Medals Office in Gosport and they 
have confirmed that the correct 
ribbon is now being sent out with 
the RFR Lose Service and Good 
Conduct Medal. To amplify what 
you say in the article. I am assured 
that the RFR LS&GC, whilst 
discontinued with effect from 
April L 200CL as announced in 
CN I (RN)54AI). continues lo be 
issued under transitional 
arrangements which rcm.im in 
place until the end of March 2003. 

It was also noted that 
AFPAA(C) has received two 
enquiries as a result of your article 
and the correct ribbon has now 
npplicd \l PAA(< ) has no 
way of determining who has been 
sent an incorrect ribbon in the past 
hut will he happy to replace errors 
on written application. The 
address is EDS/AFPAA(C». 
NPP(Acs) IF. Room IIK*. 
Centurion Building. Grange Rd. 
Gosport. Hants POI3 9\A 
Capt C. G. Massie-Taylor. 
Director Naval Reserves 
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Letters 4 " 


Jylow post from 

REGARDING the query about mail sent via Siberia’ (January issue), in the period 
up to World War II China had virtually no internal postal system, rather relying on 
the use ol small coastal vessels to bring the mails to convenient ports. 

The letters were then re-routed, often by mules, to inland destinations. Thus the 
preferred means of access to that country was via the Trans Siberian Railway to 
Vladivostok. 

From here, all the letters would have been sorted and sent on by small sailing 
ships. This was much faster than the sea voyage to Hong Kong which had been the 
only route possible prior to 1901. when the railway was completed. 

I enclose a postcard of Royal Marines Light Infantry at Wei-Hai-Wei. posted at 
Liu-Kung-Tau in 1921 which also received the postmark of the British Post Office 
of Chefoo. - R. V Swarbrick, Melton Mowbray. 
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Pyke’s carrier 
plans had to 
be put on ice 

MY DAUGHTER, Loricn Ovcrson, a first year Naval engineering bursar at Lancaster 
University, passes her copy of Navy News on to me. so I am able to reply to your request 
for further information on the ‘Carrier that cut no icc’ (January issue). 


An account of it appears in 
Dr Magnus Pyke’s book Mutter 
Side Up . first published in 1976: 

“Geoffrey Pykc (Magnus's 
cousin, not his brother, as wc 
styled him last month), .it (hat 
time (1942) serving as an ideas 
man in a special unit which formed 

K rt of tnc staff of Lord Louis 
ountbatten, was struck with two 
ideas about icc . . . The first was 
that icc is very hard: anyone who 
has ever gone skating and has fall¬ 
en down tnow tins NN wMc 
everyone knows that icc IS hard, 
few people have bothered to mea¬ 
sure how hard it is. 

“Its hardness, as my cousin 
Geoffrey Pykc discovered when he 
had obtained the necessary infor¬ 
mation about it, is very similar to 
that of concrete. 

“Consequently, if one con¬ 
structed a structure of icc and 
reinforcing steel rods, as used in 
the building industry, one would 
obtain a substance with the 
strength and consistency of rein¬ 
forced concrete. But reinforced 
concrete that would float. 

“Geoffrey Pyke’s second idea 
was more remarkable in its way 
than the first. If one makes a 
slushy mixture of water and wood 
pulp, using a recipe with anything 
from four to 14 per cent of wood 
pulp to water, and freezes ii. one 
obtains a substance that is not only 
from two to 12 times as strong as 
concrete hut one which is quite 
difficult to melt. 

“The idea was to use this mate¬ 
rial - which was given the name 
pycrctc - to build giant aircraft 
carriers. These were to be 12,000ft 
k>ng and with hulls 30ft thick. 
Though these dimensions might 
have seemed large for ships in 
1942, they were small for icebergs. 

“And the proposed pycrctc ves¬ 
sels were to have been proper 
ships, yet in war they would have 
been just as invulnerable as ice¬ 
bergs arc. 

“Not only was it calculated that 
a torpedo striking one broadside 
on would only make a crater in its 
side 3ft deep and 20ft across*. but 
even if it did. cold air from a 


into the pycrctc hull and, by 
adding the appropriate propor¬ 
tions of wood pulp and retreezing 
the required amount of sea water, 
the crater could quickly be 
repaired. 


“In Geoffrey Pyke’s memoran¬ 
dum to Lord Mountbattcn the 
idea for constructing a pycrctc 
ship was worked out in detail. The 
splendid 30ft thick deck would 
make an admirable landing place 
u»i aircraft 

“Down below, in the hangar 
where the aircraft were to be 
parked, a false door was to be 
installed so that the aeroplane 
need not stand about on the ice. 
And the same arrangements were 
planned for the crews quarters: 
far from being add. the living 
accommodation would have been 
particularly snug. 

“Icc is an excellent insulator, 
anyone who has ever visited a 
cofony of Eskimos is struck with 
the warmth of an igloo... It would 
have been even snugger in an air¬ 
craft carrier made oticc because it 
was planned to line the accommo¬ 
dation with panelling, ceilings and 
floors. 

“The whole idea was quite thor¬ 
oughly researched. For example, a 
lot of work was done to assess the 
engineering characteristics of 
pycrctc maintained at a number of 
different temperatures and such 
mechanical characteristics as 
creep and fatigue* were studied. 

“Indeed, had not the atomic 
homh been dropped on Japan and 
the war come to an end. icc ships - 
not crude icebergs but property 
engineered and mctal-clad vessels 
made enormously strong and 
especially buoyant - would almost 
certainly have appeared twi the 
oceans of the world. 

“Geoffrey Pykc thought up a 
number of cunning ideas specially 
suited to warfare. For example, 
pycrctc landing cruft would be 
excellently well fitted for amphibi¬ 
ous operations. Approaching a 
hostile coast with the ramp - 30ft 
thick, be it remembered - would 
provide admirable security for the 
attacking troops. 

“On reaching their target area, 
the commando forces, with a few 
swift strokes of a specially 
designed Now-torch applied along 
predetermined fracture lines, 
could cut out part of the side of 
tin- side ol the craft, like a draw¬ 
bridge dropping in an ancient 
fortress, and out the armoured 
vehicles would roll. 

“Similar advantages could be 
conceived in the design of pycrctc 
oil rig supply ships and cross- 
( hansel terries ' Eddy 
Overson, Gainsborough. lanes 


Amazing 
mace tale 


YOUR warming account of the 
return after 40 k*t years of for¬ 
mer Royal Marines drum major 
Jack Kennedy’s personal mace, 
fashioned for him by shipmates 
out of an oar. has reminJed me 
that at 90 I am possibly one of the 
last witnesses of the loss over¬ 
board, into the murky waters of 
Poitsmouth Miirboui. of another 
very special mace indeed - no less 
than the oldest and most prized 
mace in the whole of the Marines’ 
mcmonial regalia. 

Amid the pre-D-Day bustle 
and the imminent handing over of 
my LCPV squadron to the Royals, 
I was summoned to a conference 
which took me by duty boat to 
Priikiy’s Hard 

Already seated were some 
dockyard matey*. .» Wren officer 
and a young Royal Marines Wren. 
All eyes were on the voung girl 
for. clutched between her knees, 
was this towering mace, the sun 
glinting on venerable wood and 
brilliant brass. 

Shyly she explained she had 
been briefed on its great value 
and was proud to nave been 
selected to escort it to a Warships 
Week parade where a Marine 
drum major would be waiting to 
receive it. 

Nearing the shore, the girl 
jumped to her feet and. oddly, the 
mace jumped with her. crashed 
down on the dcckhoards. bounced 
high in the air and then, to the 
horror of all, over the side into the 
water. 

Having to hurry to my meeting, 
I had time only to be assured by 
the cox’n that he had Ml fcod the 
spot and to notice the Wren offi¬ 
cer trying to comfort her tearful 
junior 

I recounted this story several 
tfaMI during my two months m 
I cm Control on the Norm.i uK 
beaches. Two years later, meeting 
up with the Marines again in Port 
Suettenham. Malaysia, on 
Operation Zipper. 1 was told a 
probably fictional addition to the 
stoiy, thiit the Wren officer had 
doffed her uniform, in whole or in 
part, and dived overboard to 
retrieve the weighty object, to the 
immense relief of all. - Lt Cdr J. 
H. Brittain, RNVR, Tonbridge, 
Kent. 


Stand by 
to what? 

DURING World War 11 the light 
cruiser MMS Hermione was the 
senior ship in Force X which on 
August 2 1941 (along with four 
other warships) was given the 
task of ferrying about 1.100 
troops on a fast run from 
Gibraltar to Malta. 

On board the Hermione there 
were several hundred RAF per¬ 
sonnel as our guests’ who were 
allotted the best places to kip 
down. 

This was not too difficult as we, 
the Ship’s Company, were at 
Action Stations for the whole 
outward journey. 

At 0400 the following pipe was 
made: ‘Do you hear there? Stand 
by to ram!’. 

And a couple of minutes later 
quite a shuducr was felt through¬ 
out the ship. 

It was then piped that we had 
rammed and sunk an Italian sub¬ 


marine (which we later learned 
was named the (ambient. 

On safe arrival at Malta we 
were very amused to learn of the 
amfusion when our RAF com¬ 
rades in arms heard the first pipe 
and prepared to scarper. 

Apparently thev thought the 
order was Stand by to run!’ but 
no one knew in which direction. - 
A. Norton, l.cyland. l anes. 

Missing 
two days 

YOU report that HMS Bangor 
sailed from Cadi/ on Trafalgar 
Day “the same day’’ that the 
enemy had sailed 196 years ago 
(December issue). 

Just for thcr record, the a>m- 
bined F'ranci>-Spanish fleet that 
opposed Nelson at Trafalgar left 

(KNi <» Odotoi 19, 1805, tm 
days before the battle D. 
Shannon, Editor. The Neison 
Dispatch. Salter Point, W. 
Australia. 


Not the 
first 


IN the Mines centre spread 
(December issue) you state that 
the Mk 1 magnetic mine was not 
used until 1942. 

This is incorrect. The first Mkl 
mines were laid in Tromso Fiord 
in the summer of 1940 hy B flight 
of #23 Suuadron. disembarked 
from HMS Glorious, operating 

boa I tamos ia Oftcaoj B21 Sqa 

aircraft also took part in this oper¬ 
ation. - T. A. Woodruff 
Chepstow, 

AS A slightly tongue-in-cheek 
comment, we would like to bring it 
to your attention that the orginal 
‘Saint’ (having obtained copy¬ 
right) is still alive and well and will 
be so for a few years to come. 

Our RAS Hag. donated by the 
Southern / W\ Echo . depicts a ver¬ 
sion of the stick drawing. Beware 
of inferior imitations - we arc the 
real thing! Coverage of our return 
in March would alcvialc some of 
overtook 

The Ship's Company, HMS 

Southampton. 

The correspondents are refer¬ 
ring to our December front page 
picture ol HMS St AJbans, cap¬ 
tioned *Enter the Saint * - Ed. 

Will I regard to claims about the 
White Ensign in the Zuider Zee 
(December issue) I don’t wish to 
make data to be the fim lo bt 

there, hut I was the Buffer of 
HMS Brinkley in 1956 when we 
went into the Zuider Zee. then up 
a river to a place called Kampen 
where we stayed for five days. 

While we were at Kampen the 
local council Ian! on a film show of 
how the urea known as the North 
East IN wider was reclaimed from 
the Zuider Zee. HMS Brinkley 
was the forerunner of the Mine 
Countermeasures vessels. R. S. 
Beech, Horncastlc. Lines 
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State-of-the-art 

al arrives 
in Argus 

THE AVIATION Training Ship, RFA Argus, has under¬ 
gone a major programme to build into three of her decks a 
modern hospital, as part of her secondary role as a 
Primary Casualty Receiving Ship. 

RFA Argus has now been 
equipped with purpose-built 


• A ‘ patient 9 (with fake injuries!) goes through the spiral CT scanner in the newly-refitted hospital on RFA Argus. 

Ptctu/os Fbchard Thompson 


treatment facilities (hat equal 
those found in a NIIS hospital. 

This includes a state-of-the-art 
spiral CT (computer tomography) 
scanner which gives 3D picture* 
M(k ihe human KhI>. ri w if 
broken hones or internal damage. 

There arc three operating the¬ 
atres, plus a specialist head and 
neck theatre. The MU relit is .nr 
conditioned, with its own drainage 
unit, to prevent nursing waste 
going into the main ships tank. 

The 100 beds arc split into three 
categories: 10 intensive care; 20 
high dependents beds; and 70 
ward beds New hunks allow easy 
access to the patient for treatment. 

The medical staff on hoard can 
can be a basic team of eight, or 
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Make sure you don't miss us! 

Order Navy News from your local newsagent 


HMS BELFAST 1943 & HMS EDINBURGH 1940 

World War II replica models in 1:700th Scale, hand cast in white 
metal, painted and mounted on a wooden plinth 12" x 3" with 
brass nameplate and hand made gift box. Illustrated is I IMS Belfast. 

Model measures 11". 



To oakt foot model tend ruuf name, tdtifeu and daytime telephone number, along 
with four with cheque or cretin card details (vua/mattrnardf to: 

Angela Bowler, SKYTRKX LTD, Park House, 25 Park Road. Loughborough. 
Leicestershire. LEM 3ED Tel: 01509 233298 Fax: 01509 210336 
Please allow 28 day* for delivery 

y This model i» not the current museum ship / 
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• Well placed in the heart of Mayfair, the Naval Club 
provides a comfortable and secure environment where 
members can feel at home. 

• The Club has a range of reasonably priced bedrooms, with 
special weekend rates. The magnificent Dining Room is 
open for all meals, and private function and meeting 
rooms are available. 

• It is NOT necessary to have been a Naval Officer to 
become a Member. We welcome all those with an interest 
in maritime affairs and the sea in general. 

• Ladies welcome, both as members and as guests 

For more information visit our websitr at 
www.navalclub.co.uk or contact 

C ommander John Prichard, Royal Navy, Chief Executive, 

on 020 7493 7672, Fax: 020 7355 2644 

email: cdr@navalcluh.cu.uk 




The role of naval nursing 

THE QUEEN Alexandra’s Royal Naval Nursing Service's main role in conflict is to 
staff RFA Argus. The first male Matron in Chief, Captain Mick Bowen QARNNS, 
talks to Helen Craven about the Service, its recruitment and its future. 

of further professional dcvcl* 


How does it feel to be the first 
male Matron in Chief? 

Because of the nature of inte¬ 
gration in our Service, that’s hap¬ 
pened ft) me riehl the MQ through 
my career. I was the first man to 
head up the nursing school. I was 
the first male lieutenant comman¬ 
der, Tirst male commander, the 
first male captain. 

I would obviously like to think 
that I have achieved what Ihavt 
on BMC i rather than as a man 

In the Service, the term Matron 
in Chief is a separate title in itself 
with a long history behind it, so it 
means a lot to our people. 

The alternative title is more in 
keeping with the rest of the Service 
- Director of Naval Nursing 
Services. But I do use both, and 
I'm not shy of using both titles at 
all because they obviously have a 
lot of meaning. 

And our patron for many many 
years has always been a princess or 
queen, and patron is technically a 
male title. 

What is the operational role for 
QARNNS nurses? 

In times of conflict, which is our 
reason for being here, we have a 
commitment to the Primary 
Casualty Receiving Ship (PCRS) 
and surgical urea. 

We support all surgical teams, 
and arc dedicated to 3 Commando 
Brigade. We have a contingent that 
forms together with the Joint 
Rapid Reaction Force, and we aug¬ 
ment lines in areas of conflict, 
wherever they may be. 

I would foresee that in the next 
12 months, maybe two years, we 
will have a Nurse in Ocean or one 
of the carriers. Indeed we arc look¬ 
ing at having a nurse permanently 
in RFA Argus. 

How do you recruit your 
QARNNS nurses? 

We have little difficulty recruit¬ 
ing Nurse Ratings as unqualified 
students. 

The direct entry recruitment 
method, fen people already with 

registered nursing qualifications, is 
our main problem. Once some¬ 
one’s actually qualified and settled 
into the Healtn Service, it's very 
difficult to get them to come out of 
that and into this Service. 

We currently have over 70 offi¬ 


cers and about 130 nurse ratings. 

Our requirement is for 102 nurs¬ 
ing officers and approximately 250 
nurse ratings The situation at the 
moment is that we arc badly 
undertime. So we’re busy recruit¬ 
ing people. And our targets arc 
geared towards reaching those 
numbers by 2004 to 2005. 

What sort of training do 
QARNNS nurses receive? 

We’ve trained Registered 
Nurses since the early 60s, and we 
coa rimn lo do that in conjunction 
with the University of Portsmouth, 
and more recent K *nh the 
University of Central England. 

We also provide .in internal 
method of training for postgradu¬ 
ate education. We run one of the 
few, if not the only, military nurs¬ 
ing degrees in the world. 

What's the incentive to join 
QARNNS? 

First of all. I think people want 
to join the Sendees becenec they 
want to do something different, 
and they like the idea of doing 
something for their country and 
lOfUqt fa the era sed forces, as 
well as being a nurse. 

They also. I think, arc attracted 
by the training that we can offer. 

Increasingly for the students, 
they are attracted bv the money as 
well. Because - although there is 
obviously a commitment - we do 
offer a salary* rather than a bursary 
for the trainees. 

But 1 think the money side, in 
fairness, is not their primary rea¬ 
son for joining the Service. 

People want to do something. 
They want to do something differ¬ 
ent.* They want to do something 
involved with caring in conflict sit- 
nations. 

Do you get many other branch¬ 
es of the Royal Navy transfer¬ 
ring across? 

1 would say almost 50*T of our 
students arc branch transfers. Not 
just from the medical branch, but 
other branches in the Service. 

So we’ve sot OMs. WEMs, 
we’ve had Chefs, and obviously we 
do get a lot of medical branch as 
well. 

What do you see as the future 
for QARNNS? 


professional develop¬ 
ment. I can foresee along with the 
Health Service that we will have 
many more nurses educated to 
degree level - if not all. 

From a defence medical services 
point of view, increasingly we arc 
making ourselves more obvious lo 
the Health Service - because the 
m.nns tii.it we educate and 
train nurses not just for the Armed 
Services but for the nation as well. 

So we need to he recognised for 
what we are contributing to the 
nation, and we need support from 
the nation to provide whal we do in 
order to meet our operational 
requirements. 

In the long term, we will contin¬ 
ue to develop professionally, and 
meet Government directives. 

But we need to get our numbers 
up and to develop the careers for 
our Service personnel in peace¬ 
time. conflict, ashore or afloat. 

For information on QARNNS 
ca r men , see www.mjobs.co.uk. 


Increase to over 200 medical per¬ 
sonnel, including doctors and sur 
peons OARNNS nurses Medical 
Assistants Medical Support staff, 
and RM Bandsmen as stretcher 
bearers. 

These medics on a day to-day 
basis arc caring for patients in 
NIIS hospitals and departments 
around the country. The Aviation 
Framing Ship’s new care facilities 
will be instantly familiar. 

RFA Argus had first served as 
the Primary Casualty Receiving 
Ship in the Gulf War in the early 
‘Ak, equipped al speed with hospi 
tal facilities through 22 ‘portacab¬ 
ins’ fitted into the forward hangar. 

Through these hurried arrange- 
mentv, vlu- provided the medical 
staff in the Gulf with 100 beds, 
three operating tables, a triage and 
resus area, x-ray and lab facilities, 
whieh worked and survived for ten 
years until this new more perma¬ 
nent structure was added. 

The medics and nurses were 
involved in the planning and 
implementation for the new refit 
* hi the RFA ship 

Designers for the new hospital 
went along to exercises and talked 
to ihe end-users about their needs. 

Hus facility will be able to pro¬ 
vide full treatment, caring for 
patients for un to ten days 

Argus in her role as Primary 
C asualty Receiving Ship is now 
fully stocked and ready for action, 
and if required, could he made 
ready for patients in a few hours 
I he response from the 
OARNNS is enthusiastic. One 
oflka MMhI “Btmg In the 

Royal Navy makes us more than 
just medical personnel, we arc all 
prepared to go that little bit fur 
thcr. think on our feet, and work 
outside out normal sphere to 
ensure our Service personnel 
receive the best possible care in 
anygiven situation ” 

The new medical facilities in 
RFA Argus will help r*» maintain 
that high quality of care, and prove 
the RN commitment to all the 
medical branches in Ihe Service. 

■ See QARNNS Centenary 
Supplement in this issue. 



One of expansion, hut also one • Captain Mick Bowen talks to a nurse on RFA Argus. 
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Shifts of the Roval Navy No 555 % 


Sir Geraint aids troubled Africa 



AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 64 


S ince May last year, 
Rl \ Sn (leninf has 
been based perma¬ 
nently at Freetown, provid¬ 
ing support for the British 
Forces ashore in Sierra 
I cone. 

The presence in the port of 
this Royal Fleet Auxiliary ship 
gives confidence to the increas¬ 
ing numbers of commercial 
ships visiting to unload car¬ 
goes. part of the effort to bring 
the war-tom country back on 
its feet. 

The ship provides secure (and 
air-condil ioned) accommodal ion. 
stores, rest and recreation facilities 
for the troops, and support also for 
the f ield Hospital which is erected 
on the jetty alongside the ship. 

She has a small detachment of 
Royal Marines based on board to 
crew the landingcraft (LCVP) and 
soldiers of 17 Port and Maritime 
Regiment, based in Marchwood. 

These soldiers operate the 
Mcxiflotc raft that is used to trans- 
port military vehicles and equip* 
ment across from Lungi. where the 
airport is situated, to Freetown - a 
45 minute voyage. 

Strong links have been built up 
between the RFA personnel and 
loeal organisations in partieular 
the (ape Community School, 
where much building and repair 
work has been carried nut. 

More recently the shin was 
involved in valvuging a UN hell 
copier which crashed with all seven 
crew and passengers into the sea 
off Freetown. 

Ihe operation was led by RFA 
Sir Geraint. The men from 17 Port 
and Maritime Regiment used the 
Mcxiflotc as a platform for a 
mobile crane, and with a team of 
Ukrainian divers, the wreckage 
was lifted from the seabed. 

On a lighter note, RFA Sir 
Geraint was hirst to a CSE 
I nlcrtain the Iroops* v,»nci> 
dum. when iI k ships company 
and British siddiers enjoyed the 
delights of such acts as Cheryl 
Baker and Ihe Trilogy Dancers per 
forming on the flight deck. 

After nearly 35 years in service. 
RFA Sir Geraint and her sister 
ships have been worked hard, and 
arc now coming to the end of their 
active lives. 

Replacement ships arc currently 
being built - they are the Bay-class 
LSEs, much larger than the current 
craft, the first due to enter service 


• Landing Ship (Logistic) RFA Sir Geraint off the coast of West Africa. 


K *rt and mother ships for Royal 
.ns mine countemMMUPM task 
groups on overseas deployments 
I he ^hip won Baltic Honours in 
the Falkland* War and was 
IflVOtod m supporting linhsh 
forces in former Yugoslavia. 

The previous Sir Geraint was a 
minesweeper trawler built by 
Lewis in April 1942. and sold on in 
1946 


North Sea_1942 

Normandy 1944 

South Atlantic ..1982 




The Royal Navy & Royal Marines 
Children’s Fund 

Patron: Her Majesty the Queen 

T Registered Charity So. 1075015 

HISTORY HOW HELP IS 

Children of the Royal Naval Services have been 0 RGA. N / SFD 

supported for over one hundred years by the 

charitable funds, originally as orphanages but The Trustees arc mainly serving officers or 

now other naval personnel together with civilian 

in ways appropriate to present day needs, such Trustees who bnng experience in other fields lo 

as schools, homes, special needs establishments. the problems encountered. 

holidays and in their own homes in times of . _ . t 

r .. consideration of every circumstance is therefore 

family crisis. . 7 . . 

given sw ift and sympathetic attention by people 

fyj who understand the difficulties of service and 

seafaring life. 

The Koval Navy & Koval Marines 

Children's Fund * 1 RN & Chndrc " s Fu 1 nd works c,osc ' y , 

with many chanties dedicated to providing help 
fwmed from The RN & KM Children's Trust lo children. If the type of assistance falls 

and The RN & RM Children s Home is the outside the objects of the Fund, then the 

premier charity for providing charitable help to applicant will be referred to other charities w ith 

children of serv ing and ex-serving personnel of ihe object of creating a care package, 

the Royal Navy. Royal Marines. The Queen 

Alexanda Royal Naval Nursing Service, the Applications can be made at any time. Those 

former Women’s Royal Naval Service and the seeking assistance can contact the office direct 

reserves of these forces. an a Ppfieation form. 

Where children are in need . hardship Applications are also received from a number 

or distress. °f sources such as the Naval Personnel and 

Family Service (NPFS), SSAFA/Forces Help. 

The needs of children are paramount and lh< Rc ', yal Nava | Benevolent Tmsi <RNBT>. the 
help is provided when not available from British Ixgion. as well as schools. Local 

family or statutory sources. Authorities. Health Visitors and many others. 

The Royal Navy & Royal Marines Children's Fund 

311 Twyford Avenue, Stamshaw, Portsmouth P02 8PE 

Applications and referrals should he made to: 

Mrs. M A. Bateman or Mrs. L. Smith at the address above or by phone Tel: 023 9263 9534 


• Airspeed Oxford Mk I number R6180 


Airspeed Oxford 


WELL over 100 Airspeed Oxfords saw service 
with the Royal Navy during World War II. but 
none were actually built for the Senior 
Service. 

All of these aircraft, a military training devel¬ 
opment of the Envoy, were from RAF stocks, 
but they were widely used by the Navy at a 
number of air stations in several second-line 
squadrons, including 758 NAS (Naval 
Advanced Instrument Flying School). 762 NAS 
(Two Engine Conversion Unit), 778 NAS 
(Service Trials Unit), 782 (Northern 
Communications Squadron) and 792 NAS 


(Night Fighter Training Unit). 

The unarmed Oxford was powered by two 
370hp Armstrong Siddeley Cheetah X engines, 
giving it a top speed of just under 190mph. 

It had a climb rate of a little under 1,000ft a 
minute, and its service ceiling was almost 
20,000ft. The aircraft had a maximum weight 
of 8,0001b, and could accommodate two pilots 
and up to four passengers. 

The type first flew in 1937, but large num¬ 
bers were retained after the war, and the last 
Oxford retired in 1954. 


Facts and 
figures 


Class: Landing Ship Logistic 
(LSL) 

Pennant number: L3027 
Builder Alexander Stephen. 
Glasgow 

Entered service: 1967 
Lloyds classification: ♦ 100 A1 

*LMC Class 1 RO-RO 
Passenger 

Port of registry: London 
Displacement 5,674 tonnes 
Length: 125.5 metres 
Beam: 18.2 metres 
Draught: 4 metres 
Speed: 14 knots (normal). 16 
knots (max) 

Complement: 52 
Main machinery: Two ten- 
cylinder four stroke turbo¬ 
charged Mirrlees National 
diesels; plus one 400hp bow 
thruster 

Landing platforms: Aft one 
spot tor Sea King or Lynx; 
vehicle deck: one spot for 
Chinook, Sea King or Lynx 

Flight deck letters: GR 


in 2(MM. 

RFA Sir Geraint is one of five 
Landing Ships Logistic (LSL) in 
the Royal Fleet Auxiliary Service. 

Her two Mirrlees National 
diesel engines give a maximum 
speed of 16 knots. RFA Sir Geraint 
is also fitted with a bow thruster for 
increased mancouvrabilitv. 

Her crew comprises $2 British 
registered afficefi and ratings, and 
is capable of carrying up to 350 
troops with their equipment and 
vehicles. 

The role of RFA Sir Geraint is 
to support amphibious operations 
by landing troops, tanks, vehicles 
and other heavy equipment in port 
or on any suitable shore. 

To accomplish this task the ship 
has many special design features, 
including stern doors for rapid 
loading and unloading. 

In simple terms, the shin is part 
landingcraft and part Ro-Ro ferry. 

Ihe ship is also able to operate 
helicopters from its two flight 
decks sited on the stern and on the 
deck amidships 

Her highly specialised role 
means that RFA Sir Geraint is in 
great demand for service with 
British. NATO and United Nations 
forces. 

landing Ships Logistic of the 
RFA are also used to act as sup- 
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People lit the News 


NAAFI man picks up MBE 


A C IVILIAN who manages vital 
domestic supplies on hoard the 
helicopter carrier IIMS Ocean has 
been presented with his MBE by 
the Prince of Wales. 

NAAFI manager Trevor Milton 
had his sterling efforts aboard the 
warship recognised in the Queen s 


Birthday Honours in October. 

Trevor has served on more than 
a do/cn ships, and has worked in 
major conflicts including the 
Falklands War and Gulf War. 

lie described his day at the 
Palace as the second proudest of 
his life - after the birth of his son. 


Singles Dining 


Meet like-minded professional 
single people aged from 30 
plus. He offer an enjoyable way to 
meet ne* friends in a charming and 
convivial atmosphere Sot a dating 
agency * hut a chance to extend your 
social circle in a fun and relaxed 
way. He meet mice a month in good 
restaurants either in and around the 
Mean Valley or in Chichester and 
the surrounding area 


The Mean Valley Supper Club 
PO Bax 163 Hedge End 
Southampton Hants SO32 2XD 

Contact Diane 
Tel: 01489 782572 

The Chichester Supper Club 
PO Box 68. Chichester 
West Sussex POI88BZ 

Contact Robert 
Tel 01329 846399 


,JS iSiippet (3(td> hw supper-club, co uk 



Don't iranl to shirt the 
Xcir lenr lonely'! 
tint! nr ir friends to sin in’ 
I ulentines n ith! 


s so etts i v Simply follou • 


the instructions 

below... + 

if ^ ' 

•••/<* //✓/*) new 1 


MOW TO ADVERTISE. S*np*r ~nt»your iwum (£10 for i. 

| r oiqui < 


to 10* 

£l to a nummurr a# IS wortfi) Send four cheque or PO pjyibfo to Navy Nmn' to 
*fVrf . Navy Newt. MMS NcHon.forumouth POl JHH R«pl«*» to your box number 
| be forwarded on daily (Payment by credit card'm+tch pieaie use coupon on page 4 ) 

j HOW TO REP1Y Any person who wntn to an advertiser must use a lumped envelope 
! bearing the advertisers bo* number clearly «i the bottom left hand comer The letter 
| should then be enclosed m a second envelope and addressed as above We cannot 
• guarantee that unstamped letters will be redeected 

Please note... you must be over It to advertise In this column 


Name: _ 

Address: 


Age: 


LTrrz__ 

SINGLE FEMALE 36 Seeks male 
V)-4(K fur friendship, possible 
relationship Likes pubs, music, 
theatre llo\ Feb 1 
30 YR OLD SINGLE attractive 
woman. Seeking friendship, 
ptissihle relationship Bos Ftb 2 
31YK OLI) SINGLE female 
VCiSOH. good looking and very 
load) B<»\ I t l> | 

BIG m M Mill BAILOR 
wanted for tun ami friendship For 
33yr old petite playful prolcvsuMial 
woman. Box Feb 4 
SUE, 40, ATTRACTIVE. Seeks 
sailor for friendship leading to 
romance, aged 39-42. Box Feb 5 
EMMA* tGBD 19 Bhj Seeks 

pent rtend lor friend ship/roma nee 

Box Feb 6 

KAY, 43 ATTRACTIVE. Seeking 
attractive single male with GSOH 

Box Feb 7 

KERRY, SINGLE mum 26. 5\V\ 
slim, black, blue, likes most things. 
Seeks tall mid 20*s. Box Frb 8 
SMALL ESSEX GIRL Seeks 
happy navy guy. over forty, single. 
Box Feh 9 

GENT. 50. Seeks younger lady, 
possibly RN of sell employed, for 
friendship. Box Feb 10 
SEPARATED FEMALE, 35. 
Seeks penpal for friendship/ 
relationship. Box Feb 11 


Tel. No.: 


ATTRACTIVE FEMALE Seeks 
naval guy to keep pustic buvv Box 

Feb 12 

VAL, SINGLE mum. kind. GSOH. 
many interests. Please write soon. 

Bes MU 

LADY 50’S, comfortable lifestyle. 
WLTM gent same to enjoy cvcryda> 
life Box Feb 14 


PERSONAL 


LINK LINE is a British Registered 
Chanty committed to bringing people 
together as pen friends Get to know 
a companion or partner, like yourself, 
before you meet. Just exchange 
letters until you feel comfortable with 
your new friend 

Details SAE; Linkline (ISIN). 
Box 7358. LONDON N1 SQF 


CONTACT MAG for adulis only, 
choose yourself a new Inend Imm 
over 900 photos. APPROVAL copy 
fnm v \i< HM \ki k (A 10) 

( FR7IBB 

Or ring 01257 - 480155 (24 hours I 


NOTICE 

All «l«mncmcw> mhniticil f«* rmi> 
mlo the Navy Nrv* . IVnfm-nU ('tilumn arv 
%uh|f, tnl to ciifty «pfwm«l %mrr \rvi 
mmo the nyhi to make any 
amcnJmrnl. *tmh •» iixhxkn ncioun 
«W In will nf} *»Iih h i» in cuw* if the 
nutnlvi i*l paid It* 

IVtv not* Mr mm air ufw*r» for $Ur 

mr umr r or w wv <4 Ibr ayk * «nn<«W 
Im muixt kr mrft IX 



takes top job in RNR 


THE ROYAL Naval Reserve looked tn ihe slurs 
when they sought to appoint their new highest- 
ranking officer. 

UK space satellite designer John Ellis look over the 
post of head of Ihc RNR. with the rank of commodore, 
succeeding Cdrc Gerald Wood. 

Cdrc I Ills will advise on the training and capability 
of the RNR. which consists of around 3,100 volun¬ 
teers. lie will also decide how they can achieve their 
primary aim of supporting the Navy in times of crisis. 

The new man said he is in tegular contact with the 
Director Naval Reserve, and that his remit is “to give 
leadership to the organisation and advise on how the 
RNR can provide the required number of trained 
reservists when called on by Ihc Royal Navy.* 4 

The former Dartmouth student left the Navy as a 
lieutenant commander having qualified as a principal 
warfare officer. 

I le previously served in the Royal Yacht as Assistant 
Navigating Officer, and was mentioned in dispatches 
in 1973. He joined the RNR in 1983 at MMS Flying 
Fox. 

After leaving Ihe Navy, Cdrc Ellis joined British 
Aerospace Space Systems, working for the UK Space- 
Industry as a business development manager. 

He now works for Ihc Government s Central 
Research Lab. Kuthcrton Appleton laboratory in 
Oxfordshire on climate research satellites. 

Cdrc Ellis is married, and hK win Charles (23) is 
serving in the Trident submarine HMS Victorious. 


• Commodore John Ellis , new head of the Royal 
Naval Reserve , with his son Charles , an officer in 
HMS Victorious , on board HMS Victory. 


Diver wins US 
Fleet accolade 


A ROYAL Navy chief who 
was described by his 
American hosts as the best 
chief diver in the fleet has 
been awarded a medal for 
outstanding service with the 
US Navy. 

CPO( 6) Adam Wheeler was 
presented wilh Ihe US Navy 
and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal by Capt 
Belcher USN following a two- 
year exchange with the 
Consolidated Divers Unit in 
San Diego, California. 

During his lime out West Adam 
oversaw numerous major diving 
projects and helped to help 
increase levels of team efficiency. 

Ills citation, signed by the 
Secretary for the US Navy, speaks 
of his high levels of professional¬ 
ism and dedication which helped 
to reduce ship repair times and 
resulted in saving?* of more than 
two million dollars. 

Ilis last report before leaving 



• CPO(D) Adam Wheeler receives his US Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal from Capt Belcher USN. 


America acknowledged his crucial 
role and credited him with being 
the best Chief Diver in the Pacific 
Fleet. 

On his return to the UK Adam 
joined the Defence Divine School 
m Portsmouth. il lOW Ik DO* 


works as an instructor on career 
courses. 

The Commanding OfTicci. Cdr 
Chris Amove, hosted the US navy 
delegation, and in addition to the 
medal presentation gave them an 
insight into RN diving training. 
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family of communicators 


RUSSELL Smith has set off on the 
career path followed by his father - and 
Dad was there to see his son take his 
first step. 

Russell (19) joined the Royal Navy as 
a Communications Technician last year, 
and has moved to HMS Collingwood to 
continue specialist training. 

His proud father Ron Smith was at 
HMS Raleigh to see Russell complete 
hK eight-week basic training course - as 
were Russell s mother Jill and several 
other family members. 

Ron a Warrant Officer 
(Communications Technician) joined 
the Navy in |9nq at the age of 15, and 
among nis most memorable moments 
were DM hudOM «»l Hong Kong to 
China and attending a garden party at 
Buckingham Palace 

Ron said: “The Royal Navy has pro¬ 
vided me with a first-class career, an 
excellent social life, and allowed my 
family to join me whilst I have travelled 
the world. 

“It was Russell's own choice to join 
the Service, but I would hope that 
watching his Dad thoroughly cnioy his 
time in the Royal Navy helped him to 
make that decision.** 



• WO(CT) Ron Smith with his son Russell, who is following 
in Dad's footsteps. 


www ,: navynewsxo . uk 



• WO Mick Howe 


Bright idea 
is perfect 
conclusion 
to career 

WO Mick Howe brought a 2b- 
ycar career with the Royal 
Navy to a successful conclu¬ 
sion when he was awarded 
£150 for a bright idea which 
came to fruition. 

Mick spent his final two years m 
the Navy at HMS Raleigh, ihe new 
entry training establishment at 
Torpoint in Cornwall, where he 
was Administration and Training 
IXsign Officer within the seaman¬ 
ship school. 

lie earned his ‘leaving present* 
for his idea of mapping military 
skills against civilian qualifica¬ 
tions. which has led to the award 
of the Maritime Coastguard 
Agency Efficient Deck Hand cer¬ 
tificate to many Service personnel. 

The Navy is keen to sup¬ 
port its personnel with their 
ideas on efficiencies for 
activities within and outside 
the establishment. 

Mick said he was sad to leave 
the Navy after a tremendous 
career, but he is now looking for¬ 
ward to a new role with the Devon 
and Cornwall Police as a hoMn in 
the Caradon district. 

"After 26 years in the Service I 
would not hesitate in recommend¬ 
ing this professional career to any 
youngster who is looking lor a 
challenge, a sense of achievement 
and is prepared to deal with 
responsibility." said Mick, who K 
married with two daughters. 



• CPO Simon Allison. 


Simon bags 
air award 

THE FORME R Chief Instructor 
at the Navy's Dunkcr in Ycovilton 
has been presented with a presti¬ 
gious award. 

CPO Simon Allison, based at 
the Royal Navy Helicopter 
Underwater Escape Training Unit 
at Ycovilton, was given the Sir 
James Martin Award by the Guild 
of Air Pikits and Air Navigators 
for having “worked extremely hard 
to improve and advance Ihe quali¬ 
ty and standards of training pro¬ 
vided to tri-Service, foreign mili¬ 
tary- and civil aviation personnel.** 

Simon is no stranger to the 
limelight, having been involved in 
helicopter rescues in 1984 on the 
Ten Ion* and 1997 m the St Malo 
ferry incidcrt. 

Simon, who is married with two 
children, has now retired from the 
Navy. 
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Famous name back at airfield 


A FAMOUS name was back al Naval airfields in 
Cornwall to see the remnants of cutting edge experi¬ 
ments from the 1950s. 

Barnes Wall us, son of the great wartime inventor of 
the same name, went to RN air station Culdrosc and 
its satellite field at lYedannack to see some of the 
installations used hy his father 

Barnes Wallis senior, who invented the Dambuster* 
bouncing bomb, carried out trials on prototype swing¬ 
wing fast jets Swallow and Wild Goose. 

Although they never entered service, they heralded 
the future for jet fighters - and for months Prcdannack 
was nfc with rumours of top secret, pilotless planes. 

These aircraft were, in fact, half-scale models, 
designed to test the inventor’s theories. 


Throughout these trials Wallis was avsisted by his 
RAF liaison officer - GpCapt Leonard C heshire who, 
during his time at Prcdannack. was inspired to found 
the C neshire Homes movement. 

Barnes Wallis the younger was taken to Prcdannack 
Culdrosc Senior Air Traffic Control Officer Lt Cdr 
off Dowkcr. where he saw his father’s test ramp, a 
mile-long concrete structure fitted with a precision- 
built railway track along which bogies supporting the 
test aircraft were fired by rocket. 

“It Is fascinating to see at first hand evidence of my 
father’s work of 50 years ago.” he said 

“I am grateful that the Royal Navy has protected 
the ramp, and I hope that it will remain as a monu¬ 
ment to him and his scientific endeavours.” 




• Leading Wren Lou Baverstock. 


Picture C(* Mart BsMsntynm (Roy! LopotK CorfM) 


Lou notches a first 


• Receiving their DLO Commendation awards from General Sir Sam Cowan on behalf of the 2001 
Fasiane Fair Committee are: (from left) Cdr Bill Jones, Lt Lig Hill and Lt Cdr Nick Toomoy. 

Ptcture Darren Setter (DLO Bath) 

Fasiane Fair 
team honoured 


ORCiANISRRS of the 
Faslunc Fair in Scotland 
have won an award for their 
efforts last year. 

The Fasiane Fair 
Committee, Royal Navy and 
civilian personnel from Clyde 
Naval Base, were awarded the 
Chief of Defence Logistics 
Commendation - the first time 
such awards have been made, 
and the top honour of the 
awards scheme. 

The Fasiane loam, who work at 
the arrangements all year round, is 
15 strong, led hy chairman Cdr Hill 
Jones (rtd), who has been in 
charge for eight years. 

The Fair, held every June, had 
humble beginnings as a street lair 
in the Married Quarters Estate, 
hut h;ts grown to an event which is 
best described as a military tattoo. 

It is staged on the seafront at 
Helensburgh, demonstrating to 
people in Scotland the presence of 
a sizeable defence organisation in 


TWO medics in khaki, pictured 
returning from Exercise Saif 
Sarcca in Oman, may have been 
more easily recognised were they 
wearing dark blue. 

Ll Col Alan Walcrworth 
RAMC(V) and Maj Jane Morlcy 
QARANC(V) spent many years in 


the region and raising money for 
local charities. 

In 2001, nearly £20,000 was 
raised, and the money used 
towards a new minibus for the 
Helensburgh Sea Cadets and a 
new dinghy for the Challenger 
Sailing for the Disabled chanty. 

Last year for the first 
time, to coincide with the 
centenary of the Submarine 
Service, bus and boat tnps 
were laid on to the base, 
and it is hoped the boat trips 
will be repeated this year. 

The citation read: " This Award 
recognises the team’s achieve¬ 
ments in organising the annual 
Fasiane Fair, which promoted such 
a positive image of the Base in the 
region. 

“The Base-wide team and other 
volunteers clearly demonstrated 
excellent innovation, teamwork, 
planning and organisational skills. 

“These proved fundamental in 
enhancing Kith the Royal Navy’s 
and the Base’s profiles and 
immensely strengthening links 


the RNK Medical Branch, latterly 
as senior managers in the ranks of 
surgeon captain and commander 
respectively. 

They were keen to continue 
using their expertise, hence the 
uniform switch - and their stint 
with 22 Field Hospital in ()man 


within the region.” 

Cdr Jones said: ‘Although the 
committee put an enormous 
amount of work in to organizing 
the Fuslanc Fair, our efforts arc 
always rewarded hy the enthusiasm 
of the crowds that come along and 
enjoy the events we put on. 

‘ It is enormously satisfying to be 
able t»* raise significant sums of 
money and see it 30 to such worthy 
charitable causes in the local area. 

"We arc of course immensely 
proud lo have been selected as 
recipients of the inaugural CDL 
Commendation awards.” 

The members of the committee 
were C hairman: C'dr Bill Jones; 
Secretary. Ixslic Currie; Raffle: 
PO Wren Marie Bennett; 
Offshore: Lt Cdr Rufus Redman; 
Stalls: Bill Rcancy; Catering: Lt 
Coralic Horne: Treasurer: Ll Jude 
Terry; Tours: Joanne Smith: Site 
Manager: Lt Will Proctor; 

Corporate: Lt Cdr Nick Toomey; 
PR I t Lig Hill; Programme: Lt 
Jim Schmidt. Commercial: Ll Cdr 
Ian Shaw; Logistics: Mark Kelly 
and Arena: WO Nick Carter. 



• CPO WTR David Bonas 
is pictured at the dedica¬ 
tion of the Magna Carta 
Place in Canberra - one of 
the less-onerous of his 
tasks on the British 
Defence Liaison Staff In 
the Australian capital. 
Magna Carla Place is a 
precinct marking the 
enduring relationship 
between Australia and the 
UK. 


NAVAL photographer Lou 
Baverstock has become the 
first member of the Royal 
Naval Reserve Air Branch to 
complete the PO Qualifying 
Course at the Joint School of 
Photography. 

Lou (34). who is married to S/Lt 
Andy Baverstock, left the regular 
Navy in 1999 to concentrate on 
raising their son Jack, hut as she 
missed Service life so much she 


decided to join the Reserves. 

The seven-week qualifying 
course aims lo prepare junior rates 
in the RN Photographic Branch 
for appointment to the rate of 
PtUy Officer. 

Students arc required to demon¬ 
strate a high level of skill in various 
(askings, including public relations 
photography, portraiture, displays 
and digital imagery. 

They arc also tested on their 
management, report writing, brief¬ 


ing and lesson delivery skills. 

Lou, a leading wren, lives at 
RAF Brampton at 

Huntingdonshire, where her hus¬ 
band is a Photographic Branch 
Officer and Imagery Analyst at the 
Joint Air Reconnaissance 
Intelligence Centre. 

The Joint School of 
Photography (JSOP), which trains 
cameramen and women from all 
three Services, Is based at RAF 
Cosford near Wolverhampton. 


Same skills, different uniform 



• Lt Col Alan Waterworth and Maj Jane Morley. 
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or visit: www.royalmint.corn 

or complete and FREEPOST the coupon 


For Queen 
And Country 

Your first chance to buy the 
Official Golden Jubilee Miniature Medal 

A precisely detailed miniature of the Official Golden Jubilee Medal 
created by the Royal Mint for issue to serving men and women in 
Her Majesty’s Forces, this stunning gold-plated replica is available 
directly from the Royal Mint. 

You can own this beautiful gilded memento, with its own 
presentation pouch, for just £9.50 (plus £1.50 p&p). 

Special discounts are available on unit orders of 50 or 
more. For details on bulk purchasing, please call the 
telephone number below. 

To make your reservation, call the Royal Mint Direct Line 

•S 01443 62 33 22 

(Mon Thur 9am 5pm, Fn 9am 4pm, Sat 9am 1pm), 
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! 4" Helping Hands 


Challenge 
Ben Nevis 
for dolphin 
swimming 

A NAVY team from HMS Ark 
Royal set nut tn dimh two-thirds 
the height of Mount Everest in just 
one day. 

The Ben Nevis Challenge is a 
24-hour talking marathon, sealing 
the highest mountain in Great 
Britain a total of three times. 

The whole ships company was 
entirely behind the effort to help 
two girls who live with ccrchral 
palsy in Gosport. 

A total amount of £1,323.84 was 
eollcclcd on board, and given to 
the girls and their families at a pre¬ 
sentation on the ship just before 
Christmas. 

The money will allow the two 
girls to experience the new treat¬ 
ment. Dolphin Human Therapy 
(DIIT). 

The hope is that this will 
increase the children’s attention 
span, developing their brains, and 
perhaps even allowing the two 
girls to speak for the first time. 

(TOMEM Andy Wadham. the 
event organiser, said: “It was defi¬ 
nitely hard work at the time, hut 
really worth it!" 

Navy helps 
out kids in Rio 


A grand day out 


FIVE children from the 
special needs Crown 
School in Burton upon 
Trent had a fantastic day 
out with HMS Victorious at 
HM Naval Base, Clyde. 

The children and their three 
teachers were given a chance 
to explore the Vanguard-class 
submarine with six guides 
from the crew. 

Then after lunch on board, 
the party set off to see some 
more of the latest technology 
at the Ship Control simulator. 
Voyager, before heading on to 
the Command Team Trainer, 
Thrasher. 

Next in the hectic round of 
events, the MOD Police gave 
a display of police dog han¬ 
dling, and provided a water¬ 
front tour, courtesy of the 


Clyde Manne Unit. 

The day ended with a 5-a¬ 
side football match against a 
Victorious team at the 
Sportsdrome. 

The day was desenbed as 
“a memorable day for both 
children and HMS Victorious**. 

Victorious has been affiliat¬ 
ed to the Crown School for 
several years, and crew mem¬ 
bers visit the school regularly. 

Over 2001, the bonds were 
strengthened through taking 
part in Remembrance Day, the 
International Barrel Rolling 
Championships and the 
rededication of the local Sea 
Cadet training ship in the 
presence of the Duke of York. 

• AB Gary Hackett shows a 
visitor how to use a headset. 

Picture LA Phot Mar M W n i 



RN Trust supports 
thousands in need 


CASA Jimmy has received more 
help from the Royal Navy. 

HMS Endurance stopped off at 
Rio cn route to her Antarctic goal. 

A (cam with specialist skills 
including nursing and engineering 
turned up armed with tools and a 
great deal of energy. 

IXspitc the hot and humid cli¬ 
mate. the team spent a full day 
rctiling roofs, digging drainage 
ditches and fixing equipment 
But they ntfll bed ootm i<*r .» 
game of volleyball with the chil¬ 
dren at the end of the day. 

Casa Jimmy is a children’s 
home, begun by the Led Zeppelin 
guitarist Jimmy Page, that gives 
shelter to street children in Brasil. 


THE ROYAL Naval 
Benevolent Trust, whose 
primary function is to pro- 
s ide grants to past and m 
sent RN ratings and RM 
other ranks in times of 
need, stepped forward to 
help in almost 5,201) eases 
during the year from 2000 
to 2001. 

Over £2 million in grants and 
annuities was given out to serv¬ 
ing and retired members of the 
Royal Navy, Royal Marines 


anti lheir families 

For the first time in its 7M year 
history, the Annual Meeting ol the 
Royal Naval Benevolent Trust 
(RNBT) was held in the West 
Country at Saltash. 

The President of the Trust, Rear 
Admiral A M Norman, welcomed 
the audience from civic authorities, 
and charities, along with RN ships 
and establishments. 

He told the guests (hat the Trust 
was keen to bring the activities of 
the RNBT to a wider audience. 

He stressed that: “It is, of 
course, people who the RNBT care 
for; serving personnel and their 



TO BECOME 
A POTENTIAL 
BONE 
MARROW 
DONOR 
YOU MUST 
MEET THE 
FOLLOWING 
CRITERIA: 


• ^4 M w.w «.ao a* i. 4i».‘ 


The Anthony Nolan 
Rone Marrow tiol 


Jules 
rows to 
remind 
us all 

LT JULES Stevenson of 
HMS Sultan has ful¬ 
filled a pledge and 
rowed his way to £960 
for the Anthony Nolan 
Bone Marrow Trust. 

Jules first came into 
contact with this chari¬ 
ty when one of his divi¬ 
sion. the late LMEA 
Darren Barton, was 
diagnosed with cancer 
Jules asked how he 
could help, and as a 
result, set out to raise 
money and awareness. 

Sadly, Darren lost his 
personal battle against 
cancer last year, but 
his widow, Julie 
Barton, and Darren's 
colleagues keep push¬ 
ing to increase the 
number of bone mar¬ 
row donors through 
improved awareness. 

Jules row has won 
him a place in the 
British listings for 
Concept II rowing 
machines. 

• Lt Jules Stevenson 
putting all his eflort 
into raising awareness 
of hone marrow dona¬ 
tion , supported hy 
Cdre Peter Kidner, 
Commodore HMS 
Sultan. 


families and ex-serving personnel 
and their families.*' 

Admiral Norman explained: “In 
the year under report. 2000 / 2001 , 
the RNBT assisted in 4.060 cases 
resuli ing in £1.660,75V in grants. 

"In addition wc supported over 
1,100 annuitants to tnc tunc of 
£457.600.” 

lie reminded his audience that 
none of this would he possible 
without the assistance of other 
charities. 

The President particularly men¬ 
tioned the King George's Fund for 
Sailors that provided £326.000 and 
Greenwich hospital which provid 
cd the entire supply of money 
needed for annuitants. 

Over half a million pounds had 
come into the Fund through lega¬ 
cies in the course of this one year. 

However, he did mention the 
difficult times which the Thist is 

The Rock’s 
inhabitants 
reach deep 
into pockets 

BFBS GIBRALTAR acquired a 
(itiwfvr 08,648 during their 
Wireless for the Blind Appeal. 

A programme of sponsored 
events helped bolster the cash 
total. Everything from bed-pushes, 
bowling. water-skiing, and 
Ikallcmania were potential 
sources of income. 

A ‘Hit Squad’ mercilessly 
stalked its victims of custard pie 
deliveries. And the BFBS Gnome’ 
followed key personnel around to 
keep the mode) coming. 

The men of the Royal Navy also 
took Uk chance to dress up .n 
women to wander the streets in 
search of donations. 

Other cash was found by the 
sale of a variety of goods and ser¬ 
vices donated by local businesses 
and individuals. 

BFBS describes itself as “over¬ 
whelmed*’ to break last year's 
total, and adds: “Thank you just 
doesn’t seem to say enough.” 


currently enduring due to the 
decline in the stock market 

The l*ievident abo told Ins audi¬ 
ence: “that the RN Voluntary 
Donation from Fay Scheme is pick¬ 
ing up after a slow start.” 

A series of presentations is tak¬ 
ing place around the country, seek 
ing to make people more aware of 
this scheme and the help that b 
offered. The Admiral expressed hb 
h<>|x Hut the numbers donating to 
this voluntary scheme will increase 
significantly in the coming years. 

The total share of the Voluntary 
Donation income in 200(1/1)1 was 
1 4,194 1 L but the Irusl looks to 
the future as numbers taking part 
in the scheme continue to grow. 

The President praised “the mag¬ 
nificent voluntary work earned out 
by the caseworkers and almoners 
ti . «•! m unintioM 

including SSAFA, RBI and our 
own almoners.” 

He also thanked the Grants 
Committee made up of serving and 
retired sailors who give their time 
twice a week to assess the requests 
for assistance that arrive at a rate 
oi kio ,i week 

Pembroke House wav men¬ 
tioned as a particular success. It 
won first pri/c in a national com¬ 
petition for “Best project by a not- 
RM protu omnisution 

Inis nursing home for retired 
personnel is full with a waiting list 
lor places. 

Efforts over I he course of 2001 
have continued to bring together 
the common threads of tnc numer¬ 
ous naval charities. 

In June 2001, the RNBT 
WRNSHT. RN & RM Children’s 
Fund and RSR were brought 
together at Castaway House under 
the informal umbrella title. “Royal 
Naval Charities Castaway House”. 

This allows for greater co-opcra- 
tion and sharing of resources. 

Each ship has been asked to 
nominate a RNBT representative 
to provide a link with the RNBT 
headquarters, and to act as a focal 
point within the ship. 

The RNBT b keen that all rat¬ 
ings and other ranks should be 
aware of the charity and him it can 
help them and their dependants at 
times of need. 


Black Duke's heart of solid gold 


DESPITE the hard work of 
Argonaut 1)1. the ship’s company 
of HMS Monmouth pulled togeth¬ 
er almost £ 2.000 for charities. 

The ship is affiliated to Si 
Briaudi Gratae t«»r Child 
Development in Monmouth. 

In audition, the CPO’s Mess ran 
ng night on hoard It* 
gain £550 for Trcngwcath School 


for Handicapped Children. 

Not to be outdone, the PO’s 
Mevs ran a village fete to help the 
Charmwood School. 

Further events include beard¬ 
growing, tombolas and haircutting. 

Finally, almost 65% of those on 
board have signed up for 
Voluntary Deductions from Pay in 
support of Naval Charities. 


News in brief 

■ THE BAND of the Royal 
Marines Scotland have kept up 
their revival of the traditional 
charity concert in Dunfermline. 

Ticket sales made up 
£1,841.50 for the Dunfermline 
branch of the Riding for the 
Disabled Association. 

■ Mil RM \l British I ecuu I 
2001 Poppy Appeal is profiting 
from cycles and books. 

A cycling quartet has gathered 
over £1.500 after pedalling from 
: Mils In W\\ r in It' u-m. K 

Team member David Goldin 
was in ihc Royal Naval Reserves 
and is a Green Beret. 

The Fleet author. Peter Vaux. is 
also donating £2.50 from each sale 
of his book. “Voyage to the 
Desert’, to the Lesion’s appeal. 

The hook tells hb personal 
experiences of a dramatic sea jour¬ 
ney from IJvcrponl to Sue/ in the 
winter of 104041 on board the 
ship. City of London. 

■ THE RNOCC Eastbourne 
have banked £1,190 for the 
King George's Fund for Sailors 
through a sponsored row from 
Newhaven to Eastbourne. 

■ hms ARi m r. Hu raooo 

Patrol Vessel attached i«* 
Aberdeen University, paid a visit 
to her affiliated town ot 
Stonehaven in iiorth-ClSt 
Scotland. 

The 55 students and staff of the 
Aberdeen University’s RN unit 
had taken on a range of activities 
through 2001 to support a local 
charity 

Their efforts yielded £250 for a 
closed circuit TV system to moni¬ 
tor the Kinkardinc and Mearns 
Special Needs Play Forum play 
park, which had been targeted bv 
vandals. 

■ THE PAEDIATRIC 
Emergency Assessment Unit 
at Southampton General 
Hospital has benefitted by 
£125 from the Royal Naval 
Engineers Bachelors Club, 
part of the Thunderer 
Squadron at Southampton 
University. 

■ THE ROYAL Navy called on 
the Leicester Tigers rugby team to 
hand over a sponsored team strip 
to Ihc rugby players from John 
( Icscl.iml ( ollcgc m Hinckley 

This is the second year the RN 
has sponsored the team, commit¬ 
ted to rewarding sporting excel¬ 
lence in schools. 

Ben Ashficld. the first team 
captain from the college, has 
already passed the Potential Royal 
Marines course, and looks forward 
to joining the RMs later this year. 

■ GOODIES for Christmas 
hampers were gathered 
together at HMS Collingwood 
for the local community elderly 
residents. 

This has now become an 
annual event at the weapons 
engineering establishment, 
and all staff at the base were 
keen to contribute. 

■ THE PT staff at HMS Nelson 
have pulled together to help a 
Portsmouth hospital after a local 
family lost their son. 

CPOCA Snow lost his son 
Luke, aged 7. last year, l ukc was 
being eared for at St Mary’s 
Hospital in the Alton 3 Children s 
W.rd 

The PT team organised a chari¬ 
ty row on 15 January to colleci 
money for a dedicated families 
room on the ward. 

■ A TEAM of five from HMS 
Endurance are taking on “the 
dirty dozen' during their time 
away. 

Each team member will run 
a total distance equivalent to 
12 marathons. 

Between them all they will 
clock up 1,572 miles during the 
deployment, and each step of 
the way will gain a bit more 
money for the ship’s charities. 

■ A MORE local challenge has 
been set by Children's Aid I>ircct. 

Hu- darih IS loofcing tnr men 
and women from the Royal Navy 
to climb 24 mountain peaks in just 
24 hours. 

This gruelling event, which will 
test stamina and willpower, b 
planned for May 2002. 

For further information, contact 
01 IK 95H 4000, or www.cad.org.uk. 
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SOME INSURERS CHARGE 


11 % FOR MONTHLY 






'LOOKING OUT FOR YOU? 




You may not be aware of it but if you pay for motor or 
home cover in instalments, you're probably paying for the 
privilege. Some companies charge as much as 11% interest. 

Why put up with it? 

Affinitas doesn’t charge interest for making monthly 
payments, just a £12 administration fee. It's one of the 
ways that our products put you first Home Contents 
insurance that costs less if you're living on a patrolled 


base, is another. We'll give you 10% off if you live in 
married quarters too. 

Our Motor insurance lets you switch from Fully Comp 
to Third Party, while you're deployed and your car's 
parked up in a secure area. You can even do everything 
in a single phone call. 

So next time you need motor or home cover, call someone 
who's really got your interest at heart. 


0800 3161 317 

+44 1206 393 777 
www.affinitas.com 
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affinitas 

looking out for you 
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Record in 


NAAFI is a hot-spot 






Royal Marines headed over in 
their high-speed boats and quickly 
hoarded the smugglers’ shin 

As a desperate last line of 
defence, the Dana’s crew sabo 
taged their ship's engine, and 
despite the best efforts of the 
Royal Navy, it could not he resur¬ 
rected. 

But Kent was not going to give 
up so easily, so her ( ommanding 
Officer, Car John Clink, guided 
the frigate into a position ahead of 
the tanker and took her in tow to 
avoid her drifting into busy ship¬ 
ping lanes in the Strait of Hormuz 

The ship, with its cargo of 4,000 
tons of oil - worth around 
£500.000 - was towed to the 
United Nations holding area in the 
Northern Gulf. 

When they secured the Dana, 
Kent broke even more records. 

She had already seized more 
illegal shipping than any of her 
predecessors hy the time she took 
the Dana, and this incident took 
her into double ftguu s 

It was also the longest chase, 
and the longest tow. reinforcing 
the message that Kent still means 
business. 

But Armilla Patrol ships need to 
he versatile, as Kent demonstrated 
just before Christmas. 

Her programme and tasking 
were suddenly changed when the 
US Navy asked for help in escort¬ 
ing on of their troop carriers 
through the Strait of Hormuz and 
into the Arabian Sea. 

The British frigate was conse¬ 
quently operating under the (lag of 
a US Task Group Commander, 
sailing at close quarters with the 
17.0(NMon USS Dubuque, an 
Austin-class amphibious trans- 

Kent has also welcomed a num¬ 
ber of visitors on hoard, one of 
them being Rear Admiral James 
Burnell-Nugcnt, the Commander 
UK Maritime Forces and responsi¬ 
ble for all British units in the 
region. 

Admiral Burnell-Nugcnt toured 
the frigate, met the ship’s company 
and was given an audio-visual pre¬ 
sentation of the ships seized by 
Kent. 


• The Treasury at Petra, which was 
visited by a large number of sailors 
from HMS Kent. In pre-Roman 
times Petra was the capital of a 
desert civilisation, which left mas¬ 
sive monuments excavated in the 
rock. 

• (Right) Temperatures have risen 
to 40 degrees C during HMS Kent's 
deployment, and beside sun¬ 
bathing on the upper deck, the 
opportunity was taken to allow 
4 hands to bathe 1 , when the ship 
stops dead in the water and the 
ship's company jumps in. 


also a useful source of infor¬ 
mation or rumour - the 
‘NAAFI aueue buzz’. 

Since leaving Portsmouth 
around six months ago, Wayne 
has taken more than £70.000 
over the counter, selling 
around 40,000 bars of choco¬ 
late and more than 30.000 
cans of drink. 

Other items on sale range 
from snacks to suntan lotions, 
CDs and orders for flowers to 
be delivered to loved ones 
back home. 

Although a civvy, the 
NAAFI manager is still in 
integral part of the ship's com¬ 
pany; and while a shop manag¬ 
er in normal situations, his 
first aid training is brought 
into play as he assists the 
ship’s medical staff in crisis. 


• The handover of Armilla Patrol ships is an important phase of a 
deployment - here HMS Northumberland (in the distance) relin¬ 
quishes her duties back in the autumn. The two Type 23 frigates 
anchored in the vicinity of Ras al Hadd, Oman, and conducted a 
se rie s of briefings in order to prepare Kent for the task ahead. 
Once the briefings were over, various items of stores and equip¬ 
ment were transferred by boat and helicopter, and the two ships 
parted company. 


THE ROYAL Navy ’s record- 
breaking Armillu ship HMS 
Kent is not resting on ncr lau¬ 
rels 

The Type 23 frigate started the 
New Year as she ended the old. 
chasing down and catching a sane- 
tinns-busting tanker in the Gulf. 

A four-day cat-and-mouse oper¬ 
ation began whefl 0M irigate’s 
Lynx helicopter, scouring the Gulf 
for ships breaking United Nations 
sanctions against Iraq by canying 
illegal shipments of oil. spotted a 
ship heading through Iranian terri¬ 
torial waters. 

The MV Dana w» following a 
well-used ploy by sanctions-brcak- 
ers. so Kent's warfare team 
tracked the ship for two days and 
waited until the tanker strayed into 
international waters. 

At that point the warship's 


ONE of the busiest areas 
of the ship is the NAAFI 
shop, run by civilian M)Bfl 
Undo. 

The shop opens four times 

■ dm. mm dam a weak, and 
apart from selling items it is 


• HMS Kent sails through a typical glorious 


• HMS Kent sails from the port of Aqaba, in Jordan, for centuries 
an important strategic location at the junction of major trade 
routes between Africa, Asia and Europe. Kent undertook manoeu¬ 
vres with the Royal Jordanian Navy on sailing from Aqaba. 


More news from the Middle East 
in next month's Navy News 


the bag - 
but Kent 
won't rest 
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• Royal Marines swoop from the skies to seize the MV Ismael , an 
illegal smuggler. This was the ninth ship stopped by Kent, break¬ 
ing the previous Royal Navy record. 


i w 

r\ 


• HMS Kent tows the Panamanian-registered illegal oil tanker 
MV Dana after the crew had sabotaged the engine as the war¬ 
ship's Royal Marines boarding party went into action. 

Village fete is a 
popular diversion 


• HMS Kent steams past HMS 
Northumberland after taking over 
Armilla Patrol duties. 


ALTHOUGH patrolling the 
Gulf is a serious Business, it 
is still important that the 
ship’s company has a chance 
to relax. 

Early on in the deployment a 
sunny Suturduy afternoon was 
scl aside for a village fete, which 
also had the benefit of raising 
money for the ship* charity. 
Dcmclza House. 

The *Bish\ Rev Richard 
Hllingham. asked each mess to 
come up with an idea for a stall, 
and water played a big part in 
one of the most popular attrac¬ 
tions. the slippery pole, as creat¬ 
ed by the Petty dfliccrs’ Mess. 

Crazy golf was provided by the 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Mess, an 
obstacle course from Margate 
Mess, and apple bt4>bing and 
fishing from Scvcnoaks Mess. 

The Chiefs* Mess came up 
with a version of the TV "hiehcr- 
lowcr” card game show, played 
with Naval ranks, while the 
Wardroom offered people the 


chance to guess how many items 
were in the jar. 

The event helped raise almost 
£500 for Dcmclza House. 

Trips ashore arc also popular 
when the frigate makes port vis¬ 
its, and one of the highlights on 
this deployment was a tour to 
Petra, where a walk through the 
Siq. a I km narrow gorge, opens 
up to a spectacular view of the 
40-mctrc high Treasury, carved 
into the rock around 2.000 year 
ago. 

Back on MIOPs (maritime 
interdiction operations), HMS 
Kent has been supported in the 
Gulf by RFA tanker Buy leaf. 

Pumping up to five tons a 
minute during replenishment at 
sea. the big British auxiliary is 
also expected to supply other 
warships of the task group and 
other friendly nations, and has 
been a familiar sight working in 
tandem with the John Ericsson, 
an American naval oiler of simi¬ 
lar size. 


Royals pounce under 
cover ol darkness 


A NUMBER of seizures by the boarding parties of 
HMS Kent have been made under cover of darkness, 
as shown here with the MV Habebah (top) and MV 
Ismael, in pictures from special Imaging equipment. 

The MV Habebah was the second tanker seized, in 
the first week of Kent's maritime interdiction opera¬ 
tions (MIOPs), and set the pattern for future prob¬ 
lems. 

The Royal Marines detachment, led by Capt Paul 
Thompson, boarded secretly in the dark, and having 
determined the illegal nature of the cargo, the ship 
was directed to a holding area for further investiga¬ 
tion. 

But the determined tanker crew sabotaged the 
engines and steering systems, and as dawn broke 
the ship began to drift towards Iranian nation¬ 
al waters - off-limits for the Royal Navy. 

Rapid action was needed, so the team's 
engineers sprang into action, making running 
repairs and getting the ship under way again. 

With MV Ismael, Kent had to make two 
boardings. The first was by a party rapid-rop¬ 
ing from the ship's Lynx helicopter, but before 
they could break through the defences on the 
bridge, the tanker was heading for Iranian 
waters, and the Royals had to withdraw. 

But Cdr John Clink played a waiting gome - 
and six hours later, in darkness, the Royal 
Marines were back, and the chase was over. 


• Action from the slippery pole at the ship's village fete. 
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• A razorbill sits In splendid isolation on the crowded cliffs at 
Cape Wrath. 


• l Right) Looking west from 
the beautiful beach at Kervaig, 
with Cape Wrath in the dis¬ 
tance. The picture is taken 
from a cottage donated to the 
Scottish Mountain Bothy 
Association. 






• The appropriately-named Sgt Jack Daw of the Staffords snares 
a bird to be ringed at Cape Wrath. 


% (Above) Guillemots keep a 
close eye on proceedings as 
the ringing party moves Into 
action at Cape Wrath Range. 


Birds flock to 


Audit reveals 
plant gems 


AN AUDIT of plant life at 
Devonport Naval Base 
has uncovered a scarce 
variety - and confirmed 
that vegetation is thriv¬ 
ing at the site. 

The independent biodi¬ 
versity audit, carried out in 
the autumn of 2000 and 
May 2001, concluded that 
the base Supports a signif¬ 
icant diversity of terrestrial 
habitats, vegetation com¬ 
munities and species.” 

Of the 284 species identi¬ 
fied in the survey, by Michel 
Hughes Associates, 14 are 
categorised as Devon 
Notable, and one - ivy 
broomrape - as nationally 
scarce. 

Ivy broomrape 

(Orobanche hedcrae) is a 
plant parasitic on ivy, and is 
restricted to the southern 
coastal areas of Britain. 

Its location on The King's 
Hill in South Yard is a new 
record - as were the 
records of common (carrot) 
broomrape and autumn 
lady's-tresses. 

The report also noted 
good example of unim¬ 
proved grasslands at Bull 
Point. 

Naval base Nature 
Conservation Officer John 
O'Connell- Davidson 
believes the report proves 
that, rather than suffering 
in the industrial environ¬ 
ment of the largest naval 
base in Western Europe, 
sympathetic use of the land 
has caused wildlife to flour¬ 
ish. 


Some practices at the 
base will change as a result 
of the findings. 

“We are planning to pro¬ 
tect the biodiversity at Bull 
Point by reducing ground 
maintenance, because in 
some areas we could do 
without cutting the grass 
so often," said Mr 
O'Connell-Davidson. 

“Too much maintenance 
means the wild flowers 
can't seed themselves 
properly.” 

He said the existence of 
such gems can be attrib¬ 
uted directly to the owner¬ 
ship of the MOD - areas in 
the naval base have steep 
banks, with limited vehicu¬ 
lar and pedestrian access, 
allowing the plants to grow 
undisturbed, and areas of 
the yard have no chemicals 
in ground maintenance. 

Even some walls within 
the base win recognition 
because they “hold a 
diverse fern flora and 
recognisable vegetation 
community assessed to be 
of local nature conserva¬ 
tion significance and the 
presence of Sea 
Spleenworl enhances their 
overall value." 

The findings of the report 
formed the basis of recom¬ 
mendations on future man¬ 
agement of the important 
habitats and improvements 
to the potential biodiversity 
of the base. 

It is also intended that 
the findings form part of 
the base management 
strategy. 


bomb range 


Breeding colony is 
most successful in UK 


A ROYAL Navy bombing range in the far 
north of Scotland is proving a valuable 
breeding site for wild nirds. 

The range, at Cape Wrath in the north¬ 
western tip of Britain, is used periodical¬ 
ly for bombing practice and naval gun¬ 
nery shoots. but despite the presence of 
occasional hursts of high explosives, the 
local wildlife appears lo be thriving - to 
the extent that, according to an indepen¬ 
dent report by Scottish National 
Heritage, the numbers of kittiwakes 
breeding there exceed most other sites 
around the UK. 

Cdr BUI Jones, Staff Officer Regional 


THE CAPE Wrath Range stands in 
splendid isolation on the unforgiv¬ 
ing north coast of Scotland. 

A lighthouse built by Robert 
Stephenson almost 200 years ago 
stands more than 120 metres 
above the sea, and nearby a re the 
ruins of Lloyds building, erected 
by the insurance group as a 
coastguard station decades ago. 

Just east of Cape Wrath are the 
Clo Mor cliffs, the highest sheer 


Activities to Flag Officer Scotland. 
Northern England and Northern Ireland, 
is responsible for an annual expedition to 
check the uvian population of the 
steepling cliffs and shoreline. 

Ilis conservation group includes MOD 


cliffs in Great Britain at over 280 
metres, and home to thousands of 
sea birds. 

And it is these colonies which 
the Navy is at pains to protect - 
species found at the range include 
fulmars, cormorants, shags, kitti¬ 
wakes, guillemots, razorbills, 
black guillemots and puffins. 

Some colonies are deemed of 
national importance, and some of 
international importance. 


officials and volunteers plus an ornitho¬ 
logical adviser whose day job* is keeping 
RAF runways clear of birds. 

Each year they co-opt the Swalcdalc 
Ringing Group, neadeef by Tonv Crease, 
an cx-Army officer, to join Operation 
Auk and help ring the birds using long 
poles to snare them from diffsidc perch¬ 
es. 

*’Wc obviously have to go when the 
birds arc there and when the range is 
closed," said Cdr Jones. 

"We have to concentrate everything 
into one week. Wc also take a botanist 
and an archaeologist: there arc a lot of 
Viking settlements in the area, and wc do 
this in conjunction with Scottish National 

Cape Wrath Range, is over 3,400 
hectares, and almost a third of that is a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

Operation Auk is part t >! the Royal 
Navy's responsibility towards the envi¬ 
ronment and land management - Cdr 
Jones said if the bird count showed dra¬ 
matic falls, steps would he taken to reme¬ 
dy the situation. 

**We arc very pleased with the way it's 
going.” said Car Jones. 

"Qircful management ensures eontm 
uv il mi K>nics .it the 

bombing range.” 

• (Left) An artificial raft for red- 
throated divers is launched into 
Loch Airigh na Beinne. 


Cliffs support many species 
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Options PECIAL guest at 

b the Royal Star and 
Garter Home’s 86th 
birthday party last 
month was Dame 
Thora Hird. 

She arrived at the Richmond 
home with representatives of 
the Lest We Forget 
Association, who put on an 
afternoon concert for the resi¬ 
dents. 

They took the opportunity to 
hand over Service memories to 
the Odyssey Timeship - the 
Home's current fundraising ini¬ 
tiative launched in June last 
year. 

Already several hundred 
Service records have been 
handed over to the Imperial War 
Museum for archiving, many of 
them contributed by veterans 
of the world wars and their 
friends and families 
But the search is still on for 
more contributions from 
Service men and women who 
may have seen action on some 
of the other battlefields of the 


20th century. Equally important 
are the accounts of day-to-day 
life in the Armed Forces right 
up to the present day. 

The archive will continue to 
receive entries until there is a 
full picture of the last 80 years 
of Service history. 

For a cost of £10 stories (up 


Window 
dedicated 
to IMaafi 
hero (16) 


A STAINED glass window to 
commemorate a local hero 
who helped recover the 
Enigma code books from U- 
559 has been commissioned in 
North Ivncside. 

Tommy Brown, a lb* year-old 
Naafi canteen assistant from 
North Shields, was serving in the 
destroyer HMS Petard in October 
1942. 

With the ship's First I jcu tenant. 
Anthony Fasson, and AB Colin 
Grazier, he dived over the side to 
hoard the U-boat, brought to the 
surfatc .ilitr .i 12 hour attack 
Fasson and Grazier handed over 
the code books to Tommy who 
climbed up the conning tower lad¬ 
der to pass (hem on to the Petard’s 
waiting scahoat. 

lie made two more descents 
into Ihc U-boat, on the third one 
shouting warnings to Fasson and 
Grazier to come up as it was sink¬ 
ing steadily lower in the water. 

But they left H too late and 
both went down with the boat as 
Tommy fell back in the water and 
was pulled into tlu* sea boat. 

Trie axle books were to provide 
the vital key to the cracking at 
Blctchlcy Park of the German 
Enigma cypher system - which in 
turn was instrumental in the Allied 
viclory of the crucial Battle of the 
Atlantic 

Fasson and Grazier were each 
posthumously awarded the 
< rossand lommy was rcc- 
comcndcd for the George Medal. 
He never lived to receive it. To his 
intense disappointment was sent 
home as being hclow the minimum 
age for active service and he died 
attempting to rescue his sister in a 
fire at his home early in 1945. His 
George Medal was later presented 
i>I Ins mother at Buckingham 

I'.ll.KV 

Now North Tyneside Veterans 
Committee in jpartnership with 
North Tyneside Council have com¬ 
missioned the window, by Consett 
glass artist Maralyn O'Keefe, at 
the Savillc Fjichangc Building. 
North Shields. 

When they heard about the 
plan. Naafi at once offered to 
meet the costs. The window will be 
ited in the presence of 
Tommy’s surviving brothers and 
sisters at a ceremony on Sunday. 
K-hiuary 17. following a parade 
and march past up Howard Street. 

Also attending uiU be represen¬ 
tatives of the Royal Naw, the 
HMS Petard Association, tilctch- 
Icy Park Trust and Naafi. together 
with the Mayor of North Tyneside 
and the Lord Lieutenant of fync 
.Hid Wi .ir 


Dame Thora gives 
veterans a Mg lift 



to 500 words and including two 
photographs) can be sent to 
the Odyssey Timeship via the 
pro|ect website www.odyssey- 
timeship.com.. 


Alternatively, postal applica¬ 
tion forms can be obtained 
from Tony Maher. Odyssey 
Project Manager, The Royal 
Star & Garter Home, Richmond. 


Surrey, TW10 6RR (tel 020 8439 
8114. 

Since it first opened its doors 
in January 1916, the Home has 
been devoted to the care of dis¬ 


abled sailors and soldiers. 

In 1918 airmen were admitted 
and finally in 1986 disabled ex- 
Service women. 

No distinction is made 


between those injured on 
active service or those dis¬ 
abled through accidents or ill¬ 
ness in civilian life. 
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JUST GO DIRECT. 


Dealing Direct with Land Rover Military Sales gets you the best deals faster. 

Land Rover Military Sales is dedicated to providing a totally professional approach for Services personnel, whether in the UK or posted overseas. 


• Special Tax Paid and Tax Free Prices for Navy. Army and 
RAF personnel 

• All makes part exchange facility 

• Tailored finance packages to suit all budgets 

• Special insurance rates for UK and BFG 


• All prices include our full delivery pack: UK and Continental 
headlights, rubber floor mats, warning triangle, first aid kit and 
full tank of fuel 

• Highly trained Sales Executives 


The latest Discovery and Freelander models are available now. So don’t beat around the bush, come direct to the Military Sales specialists. 


For Northern England, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland contact 

Wallace Martin 


HEAD OFFICE 

Land Rover Military Sales 
FREEPOST AN630232 
Peterborough, PEI 5BR 
Tel 0870 905 5748 Fax 01733 342300 

EMAIL: tdm$®landrover com 


For Central, Southern England 
& Wales contact: 

Paul Bawden 


MILITARY SALES 


fLAND- 

\~roverJ 

THE LAND ROVER EXPERIENCE 
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Him offers up 
challenge to 
new recruits 


A NEW recruitment film for the Royal Marines is arriving at cinemas near you. 
This big screen drama sets out to question the commitment and determination 
of the viewer - have you got the strength of mind to finish the training? The chal¬ 
lenge follows a raw recruit tackling the Royal Marines* assault course as part of 
his initial 30-week training. 


The Royal Marines have the 
longest training regimen for 
any fighting force in the world. 
They are required to combine 
physical and mental strength, 
anil the will to succeed is an 

am mimg prio rit y. 

The Marines’ high-profile role 
in Operation Veritas against the 
Taliban and Al Oacda has further 
increased their reputation in the 
UK. This new recruitment film 
is designed to ask potential 
Commandos if they’ve got what it 
takes to he a Koval Mannc. 

Brigadier Nick Pounds, Chief of 
Staff of Rciyal Marines, said: “The 
Koval Marines arc looking for men 
with the mental determination to 
succeed in any environment. 

“Their recent deployment in 
Afghanistan is just one example of 
the challenging environments they 
face.” 


He added: "This short advertise¬ 
ment is designed to appeal to these 
young men with that determina¬ 
tion to succeed.” 

The film shows a new recruit 
taking on the tough ussault course. 
His biggest challenge is the under¬ 
water tunnel. As the trainee strug¬ 
gles to find a way out. the viewers 
arc asked to assess their own phys¬ 
ical and mental limits under such 
extreme pressure. 

The film aims to get young men 
to ask themselves serious questions 
about their own abilities and 
commitment before applying 
to become a Royal Marine 
Commando. 

The basic message is that any 
would-be Marine must face up to 
his own limitations. and the fierce 
demands of this elite unit. 

The gauntlet is thrown down to 
those who think they have the abil¬ 


ity and attitude to succeed as a 
member of the best of the UK’s 
fighting forces. 

The Marines* infantry training 
course at Lympstonc, Devon, is 
one of the most demanding in the 
world 

The final stage, the Commando 
1 rfttB Of fitness and 

endurance tests, matched with mil¬ 
itant professionalism. 

Only once this difficult chal¬ 
lenge "has been mastered can a 
Koyal Marine wear the coveted 
Green Beret and Royal Marines 
Commando flash on his uniform. 

Recruitment targets for Royal 
Marines arc being met. This new 
film is intended to keep up the suc¬ 
cessful momentum of the version 
which has appeared on our cinema 
screens up to now. 

For information on recruitment 
to the Royal Marines, call the hot¬ 
line on 0K455 07 55 55, or visit the 
wchsite on www.rmjobs.co.uk. 


www. na vynews. co. uk 



• A Royal Marine photographed as a winning entry for the Royal Navy Student Award by LAfPHOT) 
Burgess. 



GOT IT? 


Industry recognises 
Naval Air Squadron 


THE TEAM at 702 Naval Air 
Squadron have received the 
Thales Orange Crop Trophy 
for 2000. 

This award is presented to 
the crew or unit who are 
judged to have made the 
most significant contribution 
to the defence electronic 
database. 

Lt Cdr Stewart Kilby, 
Commanding Officer of 702 
Naval Air Squadron, was 
given the industry trophy at a 
ceremony at the squadron's 


home base, RNAS Yeovilton 
in Somerset 

The Commodore of Naval 
Aviation, Commodore Chris 
Clayton, presented this mark 
of industry respect to Lt Cdr 
Kilby and his crew. 

Lt Cdr Kilby told the 
assembled audience that he 
was delighted to accept the 
award in recognition of the 
dedicated hardworking staff 
on the squadron who strive 
to gain maximum operational 
benefit from every flight. 


HMS Portland sets off on 
her first away mission 


THE NEWEST frigate in the 
Royal Navy, HMS Portland, 
has headed off on her first 
operational deployment. 

The Devonport Type 23 will 
spend most of her six-month stint 
away in the Arabian Gulf 

She’ll keep up the British pres¬ 
ence in the region and enforce UN 
sanctions against Iraq. 

This will involve carrying out 
boarding operations on merchant 
math in the area to cheek for 
legitimate cargoes under the UN’s 
“Oil for Food" agreement. 


Portland has become fully oper¬ 
ational within 11 months of her 
arrival at Devonport from the 
Scotstoun shipyard of BAE 
Systems. 

The Commanding Officer, 
Commander Jonathan Handley 
described himself as immensely 
proud of the achievement. 

He said: *'To reach operational 
status in such a short time has only 
been possible through the dcdica 
turn, professionalism and sheer 
hard work of everyone on board. 

“Portland is ready in all respects 
for the challenges that lie ahead." 


Tough lessons for Type 45 team 


The Association of 

Royal Navy Officers 


ftxro* Her Mqtttr The Queen 


ARNO both an officer* chanty and a 
member iN p association wNch H open to 
serving and retired commissioned officers 
of the RN. RM OAANNS.WRNS. and their 
Reserves Formed In 1925. ARNO s primary 
purpose is to assist officers and their 
dependants m need with (rants and 
bursanes from the proceeds of «s assets, 
which exceed 13 m dbo n . 

Today ARNOT 9.300 members are offered 
both fcnancnJ and other advantages, the 



annual subscription (£10 per annum or 
£IS0 for Life) 

Tel: 020 7402 S23I 

Fax: 020 7402 5S33 

••mail: ARNO(d>euroturtcom 

www.etiroMJrf.com/ARNO 
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• A member of the Type 45 design team fights against the rush of water in the Damage Repair 
Instructional Unit at HMS Excellent. 


THE NEED to get it right 
brought a group of Type 45 
designers to visit HMS 
Excellent for two days in 
December to go through train¬ 
ing in firefighting and damage 
control. 

The team of II from BAE 
Systems Prime Contractor’s Office 
and the Defence Procurement 
Agency’s Type 45 Integrated 
Project Team experienced at first 
hand the difficulties of fighting to 
save a damaged warship. 

In one of the lowest tempera¬ 
tures recorded, the team struggled 
to limit the freezing water pouring 
into their breached mess deck in 
the Damage Repair Instructional 
l mi 

lajckily the designers were 
warmed up the next day putting 
out raging fires al the Firefighting 
School. 

This visit was just one of a series 
of trips to ships and establish 
ments that will continue through¬ 
out the year. 

All the lessons learnt will be fac¬ 
tored in to the final design of the 
Type 45, ensuring that HMS 
Daring in 2007 will meet the real 
needs of the Royal Navy. 
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'My ScwilLs Submariners 
Chronograph is superb 
in all respects; its 
performance combines 
form with function 
for all occasions.' 

Admmd Sn W, Wonkar* 
GBE. KCB. 


2 YEAR GUARANTEE 

7 DAY MONEY BACK 
WARRANTY 


T he Royal Navy’s Submarine Service is today the 
most powerful branch of the Senior Service, 
an unseen shield against potential aggression, 
silently contributing to keeping world peace. 

To celebrate a Centenary of gallantry and heroism. 

Sew ills - Maker to the Admiralty, have commissioned 
a Special Centenary Editkm submariners* chrotunrraph. 
a timepiece that stands apart from all others. 

A Deep Blue dial with tachymetric scale and 
raised gold insignia of HV1 Submarine Service 

A 3 subsidiary chronograph dials measure 
elapsed time in hours, minutes and seconds 

A Luminous hands and dial numerals 
£ Sapphire crystal scratch resistant glass 
A Polished solid stainless steel case 
A High precision quart: movement 
db Water resistant to 50 metres 
tib Deep Blue ‘sharkskin’ ^ M lMOui • i i 

J™ h zr p . . Sewills 

* Navy Blue presentation box xlAK£IlTOniE uMlum 

A watch to wear with pride 


ONLY AVAILABLE FROM SEWILLS 
YOU NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW 


To reserve your Submariners Chronograph watch 

CALL SEWILLS DIRECT ON 

0151 708 54321 ^. 

Lines open Mon * Fri 9.0Pani - 5X0pm and Sai 10.00am - 4.00pm 

Arowcrphonc cxjuxIc (hcic hours 

Or complete and fax/post the coupon opposite. 

Fax on 0151 708 6777 or post to: 

Sewills Sales, 


ONLY 

£175 


For every chronograph 
pun based. Scwilh will make a 
donation to the Centenary Appeal 
of the Royal Navy Submarine 
Museum at Gosport, to help 
perpetuate this illustrious heritage. 


1 wish to reserve my Submariners Chronograph. £ 

1 understand that 1 need send no money now and rnat 
I will he invoiced for £175 cm acceptance of my order. 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY (+£5 Packing Insurance & Delivery) 

Mr/Mra/MwMbs_ 

Address_ 


Povtcodr 


To ncjp u» UiLl»u driven pka»c ct*urr ih* wu cnUr wur kkphonc oumhr 

daytime_evening_ 


OST 


LV 


85 


L69 


3BR 


You may return \u Subnurmrr* Chno i?af6 wit hut 7 Ju>x »< rrcnft 


44kI luvr lull icfaffcl 


Situations Vacant 


THE NAVAL Drafting Division 
seeks five volunteers to fill 
watch keeper shore jobs at 
RNU St Mawgan at Newquay, 
Cornwall, with immediate 
effect. 

The first is for a 
CP0(SSM)(0) or a 
CPOACMN or CPO(S). and 
the PQ number for this job Is 
45. 

Next is an opening for an 
OM(UW)1 or LOM(UW) or 
LOM(SSM), for which the PQ 
number is 68. 


Third is a requirement for 
an OM(SSM)1 or LOM(UW)1 
or OM(UW)1, and the appro¬ 
priate PQ number this time is 

71. 

The next opening is for an 
OM(SSM)1 or LOM(UW) or 
OM(UW)1. and the PQ num¬ 
ber in this case is 76. 

Finally an LRO or LRO(G) 
is needed - the PQ number is 
79. 

General rules for volun¬ 
teering apply in all cases. 


H.M. SUBM \R1NES 

Time to celebrate 
the unseen heroes 
of the Royal Navy's 
‘silent service’ 


‘He wants fo smack in for sideways entry to MA Branch, ChiefV 


THIS month’s Drafty arti¬ 
cle looks at some current 
medical branch issues. 

However, it begins with a 
general comment lhai applies 
equally across all branches 
concerning leadership courses. 

Leadership courses 

Leadership course criteria are 
explained in C hapters 3 and 4 of 
HR 1066 and DCI RN 20/01 and 
IDOL 

As a reminder, it is now a 
requirement to have completed a 
leadership course before promo¬ 
tion to Leading Rate (LR1.Q and 
Petty Officer (POLC) 

Now that promotion is depen¬ 
dent upon passing the relevant 
leadership course, places on such 
courses arc at a nremium (particu¬ 
larly special leadership courses). 

Accordingly. Divisional Officers 
must ensure that ratings arc ready 
in all respects to undertake their 

corns. Kim m loo otq 

instances of late cancellations due 

u i lack oi ptt pmrtn o 

Lead Service for 
Medical Technical 
Career Employment 
Groups 

Medical Technicians across the 
Services were subject to lead ser¬ 
vice arrangements, where one 
Service was responsible for 
recruitment and provision of a par¬ 
ticular specialisation to all three 
Services. 

For the RN the groups affected 
were Pharmacy Technicians. 
PhyskilhcraptsLs (now Army-ledj. 
Radiographers and Lab 
Technicians. 

After several years of this 
arrangement the RN will again 
assume responsibility for the provi¬ 
sion of some technician specialisa¬ 
tions. 

Medical Technician numbers in 

N hm lo domd to meet Ike 

monal requirement, 

However, there remain consid¬ 
erable opportunities for personnel 
wishing to undertake training as 
Radiographers. Lab Technicians 
.mil Environmental Health 
Officer* (EHO). 

It should be noted that I HOl 
arc to become an all-officer cadre 
and there is considerable potential 
for radiographers and lab techni¬ 
cians to do likewise. 

Anyone wishing further infor¬ 
mation should contact, via his or 
her Divisional Officer, SOT(M) in 
Institute of Naval Medicine (INM) 
Alvcrstokc ext 68033. 

The Commando Medical 
Assistant (MA) 

It remains very difficult to 
achieve full ‘commando trained* 
MA manning within the RMC. 

That said, the introduction of a 
RM Medical /Assistant (RMMA) 
has seen a steady flow of Royal 
Marines undergoing MA training 
and working within the Corns. 

The result of this and other ini¬ 
tiatives is that medical support to 
the Corps enjoys the highest per¬ 
centage (60 per cent) of green 


berets in recent memory. 

In addition to those already 
serving there arc eight currently on 
course w ith a fun her seven await¬ 
ing a training place. 

The outcome is that service with 
the Marines, as a black beret, is 
now at a premium 

The future for RM medical sup¬ 
port looks increasingly good, but 
with one sour note concerning the 
apparent unwillingness of RNM/Ys 
to sit their PPE for RMMA2. 

Ibis means that MAs who sit 
and pass their PPE at the earliest 
opportunity ovenake many good 
men in the promotion stakes. 

Divisional Officers are strongly 
urged to encourage their RNMAs 
to seize the opportunities and 
progrevs. 

A full and comprehensive PPE 
learning schedule is available on 
INM’s Medical Branch Ready 
Reference CD available from 
WO(MA) Chamberlain in INM 
ext 68094. 

Medical Assistant 
(Submarines) 

Never has there been a better 
opportunity to he a MASM. 

A current shortfall in branch 
numbers, primarily at the senior 
I M A )nn u r R >\1 \ K . els, IS a 
consequence of many factors 
including PVR and normal TX. 

Importantly, it is also because 
the medical branch manager is 
determined to offer the same 
opportunities to MASMs in hranch 
transferring for nurse or technician 
training, and to return to general 
service for ODP training or gener¬ 
al drafting opportunities outside 
the Submarine environment. 

As a result. MASMs arc meeting 
the challenge of being given 
increasingly greater responsibili¬ 
ties and promotion earlier than 
normal expectations. 

Medical Assistants 
(General Service) 

There have never heen greater 
promotion opportunities for 
Medical Assistants. 

All MAs who have passed their 
LMAPQC and LRLC are either 
in, or about to he drafted it*, an 
LMA post. 

The same is even more apparent 
for POM As. The message is clear - 
pass courses and exams and pro¬ 
motion will follow swiftly! 

As well as better promotion 
prospects, there are new billets 
opening up all the time. 

For example, there arc new jobs 
for POMAx on the waterfront, 
there is a post opening in Cyprus 
(or an LMA and. of course, there 
are many new opportunities for 
service in the Centre of Defence 
Medicine in Birmingham, RH 
llaslar and Queen Alexandra 
llospit.il. Portsmouth. and 
MObHU Derriford. 

In summary, the pace of change 
and the emergence of re-struc¬ 
tured and refocused Royal Navy 
Medical Services presents increas¬ 
ing opportunities for training, pro¬ 
motion. and interesting anJ chal¬ 
lenging work for Medical Branch 
ratings of all specialisations. 


■ Opportunities exist for able rate 
Chefs and Stewards to transfer to 
the Submarine Service with full 
career prospects up to CPO level 
(as Coxn) and beyond (in General 
Service). 

Billets are available both in 
Devon port-based and Faslanc- 
based submarines. Applicants 
should he under 35 year* old and 
medically fit for SM service. 

Volunteer* should apply on 
Form C 241 which when completed 
should he sent direct to 
Commodore Naval Drafting. 
Full details can he found in BR 
*74* ( hip 4 


Healthy future in 
medical branch 
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NEWSVIEW 


Shackleton’s 

vision 

T WO of the finest films of the festive season were the first 
pari of J. R. Tolkien's Lord of the Rinas saga and the tele 
vision dramatisation of Shackleton’s Antarctic expedition of 
1914-16. said to be the most expensive ever produced for 
Channel 4. 

Both are tales of epic endeavour against all the odds that 
have touched a deep emotional chord at the present time - but 
the second one. though it constantly stretches and strains cred¬ 
ibility. happens to be true. 

Today, the way Shackleton sustained his team of 28 men 
through many months of appalling hardship as they struggled to 
survive after their ship was locked and finally crushed by the 
pack ice in the Weddell Sea. is held to be a classic example of 
leadership and is frequently cited in management studies 
His particular qualities in this regard were shown early on in 
the TV film. Endurance did not start out as a happy ship; leav¬ 
ing ahead of him on the voyage south, when she arrived in 
Buenos Aires the crew, in the words of his biographer Roland 
Huntford, were "disloyal, insubordinate and drunk". 

This situation. Capt Thomas Orde-Lees recorded confidently 
"will all be put right when Sir Ernest arrives, thank goodness” - 
and so it was 

For the next two years Shackleton - an RNR officer - and his 
party would have no contact at all with the outside world, so that 
they had no idea of the progress of the war 
It says much for his stature and the times he lived in that even 
hts country's enemies were concerned about his fate - as the 
Channel 4 documentary, repeated last month, made dear (The 
Kaiser was a particular fan - following an earlier expedition, for 
which Shackleton was knighted, he had summoned him to 
Berlin for a private audience and lecture). 

It is not likely, to put it mildly, that our current antagonists, the 
perpetrators of global terrorism, would share the same senti¬ 
ment in similar circumstances 

Because for his followers. Shackletons great redeeming 
virtue was that he would never risk sacrificing them to further his 
personal ambition - enormously powerful though that was. His 
overriding view was that his people came first. 

U nlike Lord of the Rings, his story does not dwell in the 
realms of fantasy - though there was a mystical element 
to his personality, which also strikes a chord among New 
Agers\ 

He wrote in his own book of the expedition. South ; T have 
no doubt that Providence guided us. not only across the snow- 
fields, but across the storm-white sea that separated Elephant 
Island from our landing place on South Georgia 
”1 know that during that long and racking march of 36 hours 
over the unnamed mountains and glaciers of South Georgia it 
seemed to me often that we were four, not three." 

His companions on that march, Frank Worsley and Tom 
Crean, had confessed to the same idea - and the story would 
be picked up in countless sermons, tracts and revivalist meet¬ 
ings in the 1920s 

It also inspired some lines in T. S Eliot s The Waste Land, so 
that Shackleton acquired another form of immortality in the 
most famous poem of the age. It was written about the time he 
died, on board the Quest, anchored off Grytviken. South 
Georgia, on his final expedition in 1922; 

Who is the third who walks always beside you? 

When I count, there are only you and I together 
But when I look ahead up the white road 
There is always another one walking beside you 
Gliding wrapt in a brown mantle, hooded 
I do not know whether a man or a woman 
- But who is that on the other side of you? 


KING Harold had a girls’s 
name on his chest. 
Winston Churchill and 
his mother had a snake 
and an anchor between 
them ... 

Tattoos turn up on the 
most unlikely places - and 
people - as a major exhibi¬ 
tion at the National 
Maritime Museum, 

Greenwich will demon¬ 
strate when it opens on 
March 22. 

Though they have bound¬ 
ed back into general fash¬ 
ion lately - among women 
in particular - they are 
mostly associated with 
sailors. In fact, Captain 
James Cook's voyages to 
Tahiti first brought the word 
tattoo, as we know it, to the 
English language. 

Taking these Pacific voy¬ 
ages as its starting point. 
Skin Deep - a History of 
Tattooing will trace its pop¬ 
ularity among seamen in 
the 19th and 20th centuries 
to its current status as a 
fashion accessory in main¬ 
stream society. 


Skin deep - a 
history of the 
tattooist’s art 


The exhibition will dis¬ 
play important objects from 
the Museum's collections, 
from popular paintings and 
drawings by Parkinson, 
Hodges and Webber, to 
items from the Museum's 
rare books collection that 
have never been on public 
display. There will also be a 
number of key objects on 
loan from public and pri¬ 
vate collections. 

The exhibition will be 


divided into three sections. 
The first will focus on the 
Europeans’ encounters 
with tattooing in the Pacific, 
including the first descrip¬ 
tions of the process; the 
relevance of the tattoo in 
Polynesian societies; and 
the response of British 
sailors to different types of 
tattooing. 

The second section will 
examine the way tattooing 
became popular amongst 


merchant seamen and 
Royal Navy sailors and 
eventually with groups on 
the fringes of society. 

The final section will look 
at the tattoo as an increas¬ 
ingly acceptable fashion 
statement, and at the con¬ 
temporary vigour of the 
Pacific tattoo traditions that 
first inspired the Navy's 
sailors more than 200 years 
ago. 




• Sydney Parkinson , one of the official artists on Captain Cook's 
first voyage of discovery , made this engraving of a Maori chief¬ 
tain, Showing his decorative tattOOS - Nation* ManUrne Museum 


• 'An Ancient Custom’ - an engraving from the Graphic, March 20 
1090. From the Collection of Lionel Trtchener, British Tattoo 
History Museum, Oxford 







































































NAVY NEWS. FEBRUARY 2002 21 


flw 


Options 


xynewsxo.uk 




Commodore takes 
to the rooftops 


THE FINISHING touches to 
RNAS Culdroses new 
hangar roofs were 
completed by the 
Commanding Officer of 
the naval air station, 
Commodore Chris Waite. 

The roofs of the hangars at 
RNAS Culdrose have been 
refurbished in a major pro¬ 
gramme. 

Almost 30 hangars stand at 
Culdrose, bearing the full 
brunt of the Cornish weather. 

The roof of each one has to 
be maintained in a good state 


to make sure that the vital 
stores and equipment held 
within are kept in the best 
condition. 

The task of maintenance of 
all the buildings and hangars 
at Culdrose falls to the 
Property Management 

Department. 

Neil Grosse, head of the 
team, said: “Keeping the base 
weather tight and functioning 
is a challenge. 

“However, our recent pro¬ 
jects will give Culdrose a 
sound infrastructure for many 
years to come." 




• Up on the roof of W6 hangar, Cdre Chris Waite rolls the 
seam of the final roofing sheet, assisted by Ross 
Williams of B&W Roofing. 



New man 
flies in 
to BRNC 

DESCENDING from the 
skies in one of 824 Naval Air 
Squadron's newest Merlins, 
Commodore Tony Johnstonc- 
Burt arrived at Britannia 
Royal Naval College (BRNC) 
in early January to take up 
command. 

Cdr Johnstone* Burt joins 
BRNC straight from sea. He flew 
hack from South Africa having just 
completed the West African naif 
of a South Atlantic deployment as 
commanding officer of I IMS 
Montrose and Captain of the 6th 
Frigate Squadron 

He says his mam ambition for 
the college IN to ensure that the 
cadets get to the sharp edge of ser¬ 
vice as soon as possible. 

“Coming straight from the front 
line I want to get the young offi¬ 
cers out to sea as soon as I can. 

“I see my role as creating and 
educating the future leaders of the 
Koval Navy and the nation.” 

lie was warmly welcomed by 
the departing Commodore Mark 
Kerr, who said: “My time in com¬ 
mand at the College has been a 
great privilege. Both my wife Lou 
and 1 will look back at our time 
here in Dartmouth with great 
affection.** 

Cdre Kerr in turn donned the 

a ring helmet to he whisked aloft. 

e moves on to promotion as 
Rear Admiral and will take up the 
appointment of Naval Secretary, 
in charge of naval manpower. 


Norfolk sails for 
multinational role 


60 years on for 
Cornwall loss 

ON APRIL 5, 1942. the two 
County class cruisers HMS 
Cornwall and HMS Dorsetshire 
were sunk in the Indian Ocean by 
Japanese' aim ih 

The 1.000 survivors of this 
attack spent 29 hours in the water 


TYPE 23 frigate HMS 
Norfolk has left Dcvonport 
for a six-month deployment 
with other NATO ships in 
the Standing Naval Force 
Atlantic (SNI I \ 

Norfolk relieves destroyer 
HMS Exeter in the seven- 
strong force, which follows a 
programme of patrols and 
exercises unless called on by 
NATO to join an operation. 

The other ships of the group arc 
currently drawn from the navies of 
the Netherlands, Portugal. 
Norway. Spain. Germany and ihc 
United States, and during her 
deployment Norfolk is expected to 
visit most of the European coun¬ 
tries of the SNFL navies. 

This is the second time in three 
years that Norfolk has joined the 
SNR. group in 1999 she spent six 
months in it before being deployed 
to Sierra Leone for diplomatic, 
security and humanitarian opera- 
lions 

The ship was awarded the 
Wilkinson Sword of Plcacc for her 
work in West Africa 

It is also a familiar task for her 
( ommanding Officer Cdr Richard 


Talbot, who commanded sister ship 
HMS Grafton as part of the same 
force last year. 

Norfolk has just completed a 
docking period, trials and a com¬ 
prehensive sea training package to 
prepare for the SNFL deployment. 

But before setting off. sailors on 
board made sure that life would be 
that little bit more comfortable for 
patients in a Plymouth hospital 
ward that shares the same name as 
the Type 23. 

Eacn time anyone from the 
ship's company made use of the 
minibus that operates around the 
Dmnupon naval base, t hit more 
money was added to the kitty. 

All these trips back and forth 
have amounted to almost £1,000 
which will go towards providing 
equipment such as fans, CD play¬ 
ers and a television set for the 
Norfolk ward in Derriford 

Hospital 

Tnis largesse from the frigates 
crew will help improve the lives of 
everyone connected with the ward, 
whether patient, visitor or staff. 

Midwifery Sister Annette 
Burkinshaw said: “It's tremendous 
what the ship has provided 

“It really will make a difference 
for the patients and staff because 


the ladies will be more comfort¬ 
able. and we will have sonic aids to 
cany out more assessments, so that 
means mums will have less time to 
wait.” 

As part of the SNFL Force. 
Norfolk will take part in a series of 
NATO and national exercises 
designed to maintain readiness 
and interoperability. 

Up to ten destroyers or frigates 
can nc attached to the Force Tor a 
period of six months, with com¬ 
mand rotating on a yearly basis 
between all the contributing 
nations. 


attack spent 29 hours in the water Gunnery 

before being rescued by IIM Ships Cambridge 

Enterprise. Paladin and Panther. Work is < 

C ornwall had headed off to the 
‘China station* after commission¬ 
ing at Chatham in 1939. 

She only returned to the UK 
twice before her Ian. Her final 
visit was a return to Simonstown 
for a refit in December 1940. 

By March 1941. she was back in 
the South Atlantic and Indian 
Ocean on patrol and convoy duties. 

The present HMS Cornwall has 
recently served in the area where 
her ancestor sank the German 
commerce raider Pinguin in 1941. 

This year will see the last annu¬ 
al reunion for the Cornwall (1939- 
42) Association. 


Joined up 
warfare 


THE ROYAL Navy's first fully 
integrated Maritime Warfare 
School has been launched at 
11 MS Collingwood by Rear 
Admiral Peter Davies, the 
Flag Officer Training and 
Recruiting. 

It marks a new era in naval 
training, with the eventual colloca¬ 
tion of the School of Maritime 
Operations from HMS Dryad and 
the School of Leadership and 
Management from HMS 

Excellent with the School of 
Weapons Engineering and 
Communications at HMS 
Collingwood. 

A spokesman said the new con¬ 
cept. under which warfare training 
will be fully integrated both ashore 
and afloat, would greatly enhance 
the Navy’s operational capability, 
particularly for high readiness 
ships. 

Work has already begun in 
preparation for the changes ahead 
witn the opening of part of the 
leadership Training element of 
the Leadership and Management 
Depart me nt. 

This follows the development of 
the Mantle Hall Close Support 
Weapon Gunnery Simulator which 
was installed at HMS Collingwood 
following the closure of the RN 
Gunnery School at HMS 
Cambria^ 

Work is also in progress to pro¬ 
vide a state-of-the-art bridge simu¬ 
lator for navigation training at the 
end of the year. 

This sophisticated piece of 
training equipment will be able to 
recreate the experience of any 
warship in any weather condition 
anywhere in the world. 

The creation of this new 
Maritime Warfare School has 
been named Project ‘Warspitc* 
after the famous battleships of 
World Wars I and II and the more 
recent submarine. 

■ Special feature in next 
month’s Navy News. 


Memorial plate given to quiz winners 


THE FAMILY of the late Lt Cdr Alistair Stewart 
visited the Starboard crew of HMS Vigilant to 
see the presentation of a commemorative 
plate in memory of their son. 

The ship's company decided that a silver 
plate would be awarded to the winning team 
in the ship's company quiz which is held dur¬ 
ing patrol. 


This regular presentation will be an ongoing 
memorial to Lt Cdr Stewart. He served as the 
Deputy Marine Engineering Officer on board 
HMS Vigilant, but was killed in a climbing 
accident in May last year. 

His mother, Mrs Peggy Stewart, presented 
the plate accompanied by her husband, 
Malcolm, and their daughter Katherine. 



• Peggy, Malcolm and Katherine Stewart, the family of Lt Cdr Alistair Stewart, with 
the winning team of HMS VigilanVs ship’s company quiz. 
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F OUL weather was the 
key element of the lat¬ 
est trials which tested 
the Navy’s state-of-the- 
art helicopter to the limits. 

And fo meet the criteria, aircraft 
carrier HMS Ark Royal went deep 
into the Atlantic to ensure the Merlin 
aircraft could he tested under the most 
exacting of conditions. 

Having completed a £147 million refit 
and upgrade last August, Ark Royal is now 
the first of the Navy i three carriers which 
is fully configured to operate the anti-sub¬ 
marine Merlin maritime patrol helicopter. 

As part of the package undertaken at Rosyth, 
in Scotland, Ark Royal s flight deck was 
strengthened - and reinforced anchor point* 
added - and the hangar was altered to cope with 
the new aircraft. 

Jn the weekS leading up to Christmas Ark 
Royal sailed from E'oi tun with on a Ship* 
Helicopter Operating limits (SHOL) trial, 
which define* the weather limits in which the 
Mk 1 Merlin can fty safely from an aircraft car¬ 
rier in all weathers, day and night. 

The trial require* a Merlin to make 
approaches and landings to the ship in a variety 
of different configutatiions and also test* the 
limits required for various deck motion* and sea 
states. 

The carrier's Navigating Officer, Lt Cdr Jerry 
Kvd, said: * Basically we were looking to pusn 
out the operating limits lor wind and sea stales 
for Merlin. 

"Ttt do that we had the freedom go wherever 
wc wanted in the North Atlantic 

“There was a running joke on hoard that we 
would end up in the Bahama* or Bermuda, hut 
we never quite managed that," 

In fad. much of the work was carried out off 
the Azores - but it meant a pretty uncomfon* 


able time for the ship * 
about seeking the right 
"Basically, every i 
Tom etui ndcr Air would 
and they would lei m I 
weather they wanted. 

"Wc would then tall 
and dcciifc where die b 
That happened cvci 
often requiring a 300 -et 
to 30 knots overnight - 
confined some of tnc k 
their hunks as the cam* 
to KUU miles out into th 
With the occasional t 
Rated oil tanker, RF 
clocked up around 7.5C 
- the equivalent of a wj 

The weather obR 
with conditions vm 


and 50 knot wind 
deck. 

The trial was eoiul 
OinctiO - formerly the 
Research Agency - fr 
research facility at Bnu 
QinctiQ and its predi 
SHOL trials since Hfc 
Wasp was cleared to 
deck of a Tribal-class Ir 
Techniques used to 
been refined over th 
undertaking SHOL tria 
Portuguese. Brazilian a 
The .Ark Royal trials 
RN pilots, one RNoI 
engineer* and nine groi 
Trials were carried c 
(HMOI). side number a 
This particular mac! 
built for the Royal Nasy 
have been used extent 
2H832 ts specially fit 
more than f I million ol 
carrier was fitted with 
flight deck movement. 

“The trials aircraft w 
hensive suite of inslrui 
interrogated in real linn 
the flight test cngincei 


• ft off and Mow) A Merlin trials helicopter 
pictured during an evening test sortie. 
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on HMS Ark Royal 

ather 


riend 


if deck crew attend to a Martin during ship helicopter 
'ate in poor weather in the Atlantic, 


mission comok/ did QintciiQ trials manager 
Tony Dyer, 

* nib information wav also digitally recorded 
fortunt-flight lest ana^k" 

ZH8J2 lias flown more than 330 hours in this 
test rote, and has been used to carry out previ¬ 
ous ship helicopter operating limits trials on 
IVpe 23 frigates and the REA aviation training 
ship Argus. 

The Ark Royal trial required 775 deck 
approaches and landings and almost HO hours of 
flying* with the ship's Aviation and Air 
Engineering departments lending extensive sup¬ 
port to Ihc programme. 

There was also a requirement for search and 
rescue cover during the trials* which was provid¬ 
ed by a .Sea King helicopter and crew from 771 
Naval Air Squadron at RN air station Culdrosc, 
Upgraded Invincible-class ships have nine 
designated landing spots for ihc Merlin, and all 
nine spots were tested during the trials, which 
involved 15 sortkrv three of which were at night 
For ihe first fortnight of ihe trial. Ark Royal 
also embarked a Merlin from the newly formed 
H14 NAS* based at CufdlOSc in Cornwall 
Their experiences will make a significant con- 
(ributian to (he tactical development of the heli¬ 
copter* while the intensive work carried out by 
the flight deck teams and supporting depart - 
merits ts invaluable training and experience for 
when Merlin is fully operational on the carrier. 

Results from the operating limits (rials will 
form the basis for all future operations front 
Invincible-class carriers - ami the trials con¬ 
firmed wh.il many people already believe, that 
(he Merlin is shaping up to be a star performer, 
"The results from these busy and successful 
l rials show that (he Merlin is a capable aircraft 
(hat will he very important for future Royal 
Navy operations, said Tonv Dyer 

Future test! are planned for the Merlin witfi 
KFA vessels, in particular auxiliary oilers and 
auxiliary oil and replenishment ships 

• (Right) Trials simulated alt aspects of 
Martin's future operations - ft era a man is 
winched up to the Martin. 

• (Below right} A Martin 
landing spots forward of 
island on HMS Ark Royal ♦ 


company as (hey dashed 
weather. 

light myself and the 
speak n> the trials learn, 
enow what tea slate and 


tided by a team from 
Defence Evaluation and 
om the MOD test anti 
Mm be Down, 
jcevcors base earned out 
f>I, when the Westland 
operate from the flight 
wale. 

define these limits have 
e years, with QineliQ 
1 $ for the Dutch* Danish, 
(id Iranian governments, 
team consisted of three 
^server* four flight test 
nod crew. 

ut using a Merlin Mk 1 

mu 

bine is Ihe 12th Merlin 
. and is one of two w hich 
■rely for military trials, 
teu for trials, and carries 
r test equipment and (he 
sensors which measured 


js fitted with a comprc- 
Tteniatkm that entilJ lie 
? on board the aircraft by 
rx operating the aircraft 


k to the meteorologists, 
est location would lie," 
y day for three weeks, 
i ile dash at speeds of up 
and in sea stales which 
experienced sailors to 
cr pitched and tossed up 
e Atlantic. 

codervous with her ded- 
A Oakkdf* Ark Royal 
K) miles during the trials 
yage to (he Falk lands. 


rctiv# was achieved* 
rying from flat calm 
u state six or seven 
is across the flight 
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STRINGBAG SORTIE 


Fairey Swordfish torpedo bombers of the RN 
Historic Flight at RN air station Yeovilton are 
featured in Hood and Bismarck (Channel 4 Books 
£20), Oavid Mearns and Rob White’s book of the 



TV documentary series shown in December 

2001 . 

The Bismarck's fate was sealed when a 
Swordfish from HMS Ark Royal dropped a torpe¬ 
do that smashed into the starboard quarter of 
the ship, permanently jamming the steering. 


Order out 
of chaos 
in the air 


First to see the latest Navy News 
from around the world 
First to receive Special Offers 
Your copy is delivered to your door 
hot off the press 


TO SUBSCRIBE 


YES I would like to subscribe to Navy News 

(ptcnc refer lo (he table opposite for price): 

Send the completed form and payment lo: 

Navy News Subscriptions, 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, 

Queen Street, Portsmouth, 
Hampshire. POI 3HH, Kupland 
Telephone +44 02392 826040 (24hrl 

VOI R DI IXII.S: 


COUPON AND POST TODAY! 

TICK 


Name 


Address:_ 


Postcode:........................... 

Country: 

Tei No:_ 


M-Navy News 

www.navynews.co.uk 


REGION 

YEARS 

RATE 

UK 

One 

£ 17.00 

UK 

Two 

£31.00 

UK 

Three 

£46.00 

Overseas* 

One 

£20.50 

Overseas* 

Two 

£36.00 

Overseas* 

Three 

£52.00 


•Ovcncas Surface Mail including Republic of Ireland. 
Europe. Canada. USA A AuUraUcu 
<Airmail rate* available on request) 

I enclose a Cheque/PwaJ Orderlntemattonal Money Order 
made payable to ‘Navy News’ for 

<£ Sterling) 


or pay by Visa/Mastercard/Dclta/Switch using the 
coupon on page 4. 

C redit C ard orders cannot be accepted 
under £5.00 

Dee to admmisiratum casts, a refund cannot be given if 
the subscription is cancelled during the first four months, 
and thereafter u'ould be subject to a £3.00 Admin charge. 

This is a new subscription 

Renewed subscription 

Stan my subscription from month: 


The Fleet Air Arm Handbook 1939-45 (Sutton £25) is 
bOled UN “the moil comprehensive revie* available of the 
Royal Navy’s air power during the war years”. 

At the outbreak of hostilities cated, often taking several months. 
British naval aviation was in a 
chaotic state. While the design 
of aircraft carriers had rapidly 
advanced, there were few naval 
aviation and maintenance per¬ 
sonnel, few naval air stations 
and no high-performance 
naval aircraft. 

So the Fleet Air Arm was initial¬ 
ly heavily dependent on RAF per- 
sonnet, and signing up was compli- 


:]Mi) PufiMS 


THE HEROIC efforts of Alice, Princess Andrew of Greece 
(Penguin £8.99) - mother of the Duke of Edinburgh - as a 
nurse In the Balkan Wars that Immediately preceded World 
War I are recounted by Hugo Vickers in what for several 
newspapers was a paperback choice of 2001. 

In World War ll f during the German occupation of Greece 
and while her son was on active service with the Royal 
Navy. Princess Alice sheltered fugitives from the SS in her 
home in Athens, where she elected to remain, organising 
and working in a soup kitchen which gave priority to hun¬ 
gry children. She was several times interviewed by the 
suspicious Gestapo. 

In 1993 she was given a posthumous award as 
‘Righteous among the Nations' by the Holocaust 
Memorial, Yad Vashem, In Jerusalem. 

The cover portrait of Princess Alice, who died at 
Buckingham Palace in 1969, was painted by Philip de 
Laszlo in 1907. 


But as the war progressed the FAA 
soon became an essential force in 
the fight for victory and its huge 
success was one of the war’s major 
achievements. 

Author David Wragg starts with 
a brief history before starling a full 
war diary of all the major opera- 
turns 

He describes the different func¬ 
tions of the FAA. to prated the 
essential supplies brought by mer¬ 
chant ships, and their close sup¬ 
port of sea mi poted Iokcn. both 
from carriers at sea and bases 
ashore. 

In depth analysis reveals 
what life was like in the 
Fleet Air Arm then - the 
food, accommodation, train¬ 
ing, activities, uniform, and 
the relationship between 
aircrew and their shipmates 
aboard the Royal Navy’s 
carriers. 

Each squadron, wing and carrier 
air group is listed aking with their 
operations and locations, while 
individual chapters are devoted to 
the squadrons, carriers, aircraft 
and bases used, detailing their 
specifications and operations, sup¬ 
ported by a wide range of pho¬ 
tographs and diagrams. 

Appendices carry battle hon¬ 
ours. medals and awards. 
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Vanguard 
the white 
elephant 


WITHOUT doubt HMS Vanguard, with her flared bow. forward 
sheer, towering superstructure and raked topped funnels, was the 
most handsome battleship ever built for the Royal Navy. 


In 1939, when plans were first 
mooted for the construction of ihis 
one-off vessel, no one could have 
foreseen the demise of the battle- 
shin as the Navy's capital ship. 

Nevertheless, in September 
1945 when World WAR II ended 
and Vanguard was still languishing 
in the builder’s yard, there were 
those who thought that she was 
already a white elephant, and that 
she would prove to Ik* .i liability 

In the age of nuclear weapons 
and tast aircraft carriers which 
would soon be flying off jet aircraft 
with speeds of over 500 knots and 
ranges of up to 950 miles, what 
role could the battleship have? 

When, in 1946. Vanguard was 
eventually commissioned, she was 


given a prestige role - that of a 
‘Royal yacht*, It was the illness and 
subsequent death of King George 
Vt which presented Iwt AmI 
keeping the role in the years that 
followed. 

Perhaps because she never had 
occasion to Arc her guns in anger, 
little has been written about her - 
but now Neil McC'art sets the 
record straight with (IMS 
Vanguard 1944-6(1 (Maritime 
Books £19.95). 

• For throe hours during the 
afternoon of May 3, 1949 
Vanguard fired her main arma¬ 
ment at a target on the Filin 
gunnery range oft Malta. In this 
photograph Y turret provides 
an awesome display of fire¬ 
power 



Built of glass reinforced plastic with most of the hull out of 
water, the Hunt-class mine countermeasures vessels are notori¬ 
ously lively in a seaway. Here HMS Atherstone is seen in the 
Channel in a photograph used to illustrate our December 1993 
‘Ships of the Royal Navy’ slot - and now featuring in Roughers, 
an album of warships fighting the elements compiled by Mike 
Critchley and Steve Bush (Maritime Books £14.95) 


Roughers 



End of an era for 


old-style 

I N Harm’s Way. by James Bassett, a talc of the 
US Navy during World War II, was a great, 
thumping best seller of 1963, specially popular 
with travellers: seven or eight hundred pages 
could see you across a gixxJ deal of territory', 
even in the early 60s. 

Inevitably the movie version followed (1965) and is 
currently available on video. Historically, its plot takes 
us from just before Pearl Harbour to just after the 
Battle of Midway. Dramatically, it encompasses the 
jockeying for position among the top brass, tortured 
father-son relationships, a full ration of mostly 
doomed romances and a cast of characters which 
includes so many neurotics, alcoholics and incompe¬ 
tents that it takes John Wiync, at his most massively 
hemic, to provide clka.live counterbalance. 

The film Mill works as entertainment. It's hasically a 
melodrama, which means that characters arc reward¬ 
ed or punished according to their various virtues and 
defects. Since defects, in this Mory. arc so much to the 
fore, it’s no surprise that practically everyone’s dead 
by the dose of proceedings. 

I he cast is full of old Hollywood stalwarts - Wayne, 
Kirk Douglas, Henry Fonda etc - all acting without 
make-up. its a concession to realism. 

The battle scenes arc interesting. Clearly the ships 
arc models, but unusually big - about the size of row- 


effects 


ing boats, apparently - and detailed. Like the film as a 
whole, they’re impressive without being in the least 
convincing. 

A. D. Flowers, a special effects maestro who died a 
km months it noil on In Harm’s Way 

though he did supervise the destruction in a more lav¬ 
ish reproduction of the Pearl Harbour attack. Tors? 
ToralTora! in 1979 

His area of expertise was the simulation of gunshot 
effects and all kinds of mayhem in general. Remember 
the scene in The Godfather in which James Caan is 
riddled with bullets while waiting in his car at a toll- 
hooth? That w as a Flowers special, as wits the wreck of 
the liner at the beginning of The Poseidon 
Adventure. 

His passing coincides with a conspicuous falling-off 
in demand for the kind of service he provided. W hen 
we see. in Tors! Tors! Tors!, an extra running for dear 
life, with the blazing fuselage of an expkided fighter 
cartwheeling along just behind him. it's not absolutely 
clear whether were watching a brilliantly executed 
stunt or an almost Icthally mismanaged one. 

But it’s for certain we’re watching Film of an actual 
event, and not a computer-generated fantasia. Now, 
for better or worse, it’s the work of the computer artist 
rather than that of the special effects pro which is up 
there on the screen. 


"" xKing Ckaities Wote# fjjs 

Medway ‘Golden Jubilee' Navy Days Break 

Saturday 1" June - Tuesday 4 m June \» _ 


3 Nights Dinner. Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Gala ’Navy Days Ball’ Dinner Sc Cabaret on Saturday Night 
Table D’Hotc Dinner on Sunday & Monday Nights - Free Entrance to Navy Days on Sunday 2" 1 June 
Free Entrance to the Royal Engineers Museum on Monday 3* June 


- £99.00 pp based on two people sharing ~ 

Telephone 01634 830303 


GET YOUR 
BOOK PUBLISHED 

Have you or your family a dory you 
wish u» Jure? I n RDP produce it 
Our specialist puMiJnng service will 
ensure the highest pmfrssMina! standards 


llcrn;»r<i Dumford Publishing 

The (Hd Muwrum. Brmmhet. West Saun. 
HNA4 JWt | idled Kingdom 
TH: 01901 KI4477 tav tUM.I *14455 


DO YOU HAVE A 
BOOK TO PUBLISH? 

VW» are currently seeking hooka 
in all categories. 

SihindipitY 

Suite 530. 3? Store Street. Bloomsbury. 
London WCIE 7OF 

Matron* A facwml* M45 110 2414 


Periscope Publishing Ltd 

•The Mystery of IIMS AfTray’ 
‘Shipwrecks of the Hal lie of Jutland' 
•Titanic's sister - IfMHS Kritannu' 

* I he I -II.mI \\ rinks of UWir 
These videos co m bine c>4ow tmdensaiet him 
and luunrv u> tell great sea tales 
Available for CUJttl each lacl pAp tmm 
33 Barwh Terrace. Prwiaarr. t'amwall 
THIS IAW 1*1734) 33074* 
www.prrhrapipnhHihinf.raai 



HMS HERMES 1923 & 1959 

■j Sril Met art 

F or (he first lime in one volume, here are the 
comprehensive histories of the two aircraft 
carriers named firrmri The stones take the reader 
from the IM?tK into the Second WWW War, the late 
I9MK and Nk through to the Halklands campaign 
and tnto the Indian Navy where the last Hen an serves as INS Viru,n There are 137 
photographs, including seven in colour and a foreword by Rear-Admiral K A. Snow 
the Herm*\ last CO Hardback with lull-colour laminated dust jacket 
Price £24 plus p&p. ISBN I 901225 05 4 


Also Mill As nil* hie in Hardback: 

HMS VANG! \RI> 1944-1964) BKITAINS I AST BATTLESHIP £19.9$ ♦ P*P 
HMS TAGI L I942-I97X CIK.95 - 
HMS \ ICTORIOI S I937-IW.9 £2100 ♦ P&P 
HMS CENTAUR 1943-1972 £16.95 * P&P 
THRU \Rk ROYALS 193*-1999 £25.00 ♦ PAP 
TIG HR. LION & BLAKE 1942’ I9W, £21.50 ♦ PAP 
II I t SI RIOl S & IMPl.At \BI \ AIRCRAFT CARRIERS £2.1.00 ♦ PAP 
IVasc add £2.50 pAp lor the UK A EU « £411) 6« w«tftd»idr mail Pasmrat by 

sterling ctwsfur. p>*Osl *eJrr. cm W% VISAAI ASTBRC ARD lekpsw/l o anftm weksamsi 
Ham EAR PURI .HATH INN 17 Wymans law. ChrlkmhMn t ik» Ci|_S| *QA 
TeVTas €11242 MMNtl. <w otikt Iran gissj KaWstsips 


PUBLISH 
YOUR BOOK 

W0> 


Raby Books 



Raty Roots (UW|. the Coacfi Novna. 
Caft M lon Hn*. tggtaaton. tUrrwtJ CmW. 
County OurWam. 0412 BAG 

Tat 01833 650503 Fai 01S33 650661 


HISTORIC CD-ROMS: Naval Sc 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS MONTHLY CATALOGUES 

SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATURDAY 10 - 1 ) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books. 
M/100 Beaton Road.. Newcastle 
Upon Tyne. NE6 5HL 
Telephone; 0191 265 5333 


HMS. GANGES (The final 
farewell) . . video. Ideal birthday 


IIP BOO MINDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: Movslaird. 
Bng O’ Turk, Callander. FKI7 8HT 
Tclephone/Fax: (01877) 376377 
martin hp-bookfindcrv.co.uk 


Marine Lists; Early Portsmouth 
Street Directories Sc Guides; 
Portsmouth Dockyard Photos 
1900 1920. All CD's Lll 44 
delivered. Phone 023 9275 6275 for 
list or visit website 
www.archlvc b ritain.com 


/surprise present. Documentary 
includes all aspects of GANGES 
hcftire demolition One lear-jeriing 
hour of nostalgia, produced 
hy JOHN DOUGLAS author 
H M S. GANGES (Roll on my 
dozen!) & HMS GANGES (Talcs 
of the T.R.O.G/S.) S.A.E details 
Douglas Hse. Penmarth Redruth 
Cornwall TR16 6NX 


To reach a huge reading audience... Advertise here! 
Ring Advertising Dept on 023 9272 5062 
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NoticeBoard 
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THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 




1901-2001 


Last year saw the Royal Navy's submarine 
centenary and to celebrate that milestone. 
WARSHIPS IFR has published a special edition 
(£8.50P&P). The 52 page A4 book is packed 
with 101 superb images of Bntish submarines. 
I from the early Holland Class boats to nuclear 
I powered vessels of today and tomorrow 
| Specially commissioned articles tell the fuH 
story of RN submarines in action from 1901 to 
2001 For further details about this exciting 
publication contact us via the WARSHIPS IFR 
_web site or at the address below. 

HPC Publishing, Drury Lane, St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex, 
TN38 9BJ, United Kingdom. 

TEL: 00 44 (0)1424 720477 FAX: 00 44 (0)1424 443693 
www.warshipsifr.com 


RANGERS 


PEUGEOT 


www.peugeotmilitarysales.co.uk 


For your free information pack on how to purchase a 
new Peugeot at special concession tax free and tax paid prices 
Call Colin Ciubley: 

Sales Hotline: 01980 653434 
Fax: 01980 654256 


• Sailors on HMS Yamton watch the demise of the former 
Cunard liner Queen Elizabeth 9 in 1972. 

NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages to 
recall some of the February headlines of past 
decades ... 

40 years ago 30 years ago 


The frigate HMS Londonderry 
rushed to help an Italian liner in 
fiery distress 

Londonderry was in Puerto 
Rico on the last leg of a three- 
month deployment along the 
west coast of North America 
and visiting various Caribbean 
islands, when she received 
news that the MV Bianca C. 
was ablaze in Grenada. 

The fngate headed off to 
Grenada at speed to find the 
17,000 ton Bianca C gutted by 
fire and sinking. 

The 600 passengers on 
board had already been safely 
disembarked, but the lire had 
become uncontrollable, with 
two ol the liner crew members 
losing their lives. 

Londonderry then towed the 
unwieldy Bianca C away from 
the big ship anchorage 

In six hours they managed to 
cover just three miles before 
the Bianca C heeled over and 
sank in a cloud of steam 


Followings £2 million relit, the 
former uunard liner 'Queen 
Elizabeth' renamed ‘Seawise 
University' also came to a flam¬ 
ing end. 

More than 1.200 people had 
been toiling to convert the ship 
to her new role since her arrival 
at Hong Kong in July 1971. 

But fire swept through the 
liner and within hours she was 
reduced to a burnt-out shell. 

HMS Yarnton and others 
from the Sixth Mine Counter¬ 
measures 'Dragon Squadron 
were called out to help - but 
the blaze was so fierce that 
they were forced to stand off 
and watch the end of a grand 
old lady of the seas. 

20 years ago 


Two Sea Kings from RFA 
Engadine saved 28 people 
from the blazing freighter 
Meipoi The six man team from 
the RFA brought the maior fire 
under control 


Queen’s New Year Honours 


Royal Navy - New Year’s 
Honours List 2002: 

KCB - Vice Admiral Jonathon 
Band 

CB - Rear Admiral Christopher 
David Stanford. Rear Admiral 
Rees Graham John Ward 
CBE - The Venerable Simon 
Jefferies Golding QHC, Capt 
(now Cdre) David Andrew Harry 
McGregor Smith ADC 
OBE - Cdr (Acting Capt) Ross 
Albon, Lt Col William Andrew 
Canning RM, Cdr (Acting Capt) 
Malcolm John Darley Farrow. Cdr 
Stephen Walter Garrett. Cdr (now 
Capt) Christopher Bryan Neave, 
Cdr William Kenneth Ridley 
MBE - VVOfWTR) Philip 
Edward Carter, Cdr (now Acting 


Capt) Peter Charles Chapman- 
Andrews LVO. WO(WTR) Roger 
George Codings. Lt Cdr Peter 
Frank Cooper. WO(RS) Peter 
Ronald Evans. Lt Cdr Richard 
Forrest Evans RNR. Capt (now 
Major) William Fergusson 
Hannah RM, Lt Cdr Jon Andrew 
Lawler. WO(D) Anthony Austin 
Lawrence. Lt Cdr Gordon 
Lindsay. WO(WEA) Roland 
Francis Lock. Lt Cdr Frank 
Nowosielski, Lt Gordon Ian 
Ronaldson. WO(R) David 
Kenneth Rowles. WO(MEM) 
Garry Edward Smith, Lt Cdr 
David Vernon Stanton, Lt Col 
Philip Anthony Wilson RM 
QVRM - Cdr Susan Margaret 
Passmore RD RNR 


Appointments 


Cdre R. S. Alnsley to Fleet 
Waterfront Organisation 

(Portsmouth) as Commodore 
Portsmouth Flotilla on 11 Mar 
02 

Cdre A. J. G. Miller to contin¬ 
ue as Commodore Amphibious 
Task Group Sea and to be 
appointed aide-de-camp to HM 


The Queen on 30 Nov 01. 

Cdre A. J. Rix to Fleet 
Waterfront Organisation 

(Devonport) as Commodore 
Devonport Flotilla on 11 Mar 02. 

Cdr M T. G. Durkin to HMS 
Exeter as CO on 12 Mar 02. 

Lt CdrT. I. Chrishop to HMS 
Guernsey as CO on 8 Apr 02 


Deaths 


Rear Admiral George A. Thring. Served 
Hawkins. St Vmctmf Wim lupn. Norte*. 
Depttoai. President Tavy Pembroke. Forth. 
Ceylon. Victory and Terror Feat 060 award- 
ed a* convoy mcnrt commander m the Ham* 
ol the Adanlic as CO cl Oepttord Second 
DSO awarded tor command of Ceyton during 
the Korean War Flag Offccer Malayan Area 
1956 6 Aged 96. December 15. 

Cdr Richard Compton HeH. Served 
Ambush. Minnow. Sponger Sakai. Grampus. 
Dolphin and Ashanti Made MBE tor taking 
Grampus under the Polar ca cap. Former 
director of RN Submarine Museum in 
G oeno rt December 12 

CdTMichael Parker Austrahan Served 
RN 1937-46 Served m the Atlantic. 
Medrterranaan. Pacific r WWII Ships rctude 
Lauderdale. Wessex Served with Pnnce 
PhAp on convoy duty petroling E Boat AJey . 
the east coast of Bream Remained friends 
wito the Prince end became laa Private 
Secretary 1948 57 Aged 61. December 29 
Eynon Hawkins GC Served through 
WWII In January 1943. on board MV British 
Donamon aa a seaman gunner whan tie sNp 
was struck by three torpedoes Men aban¬ 
doned slap. Hawtuns led the mam group of 
swimmers away trom biurg ofl. and swam 
back twice to rescue other survivors Won the 
Albert Medal (translated to George Cross r 
1972) lor fus courage and leadership Aged 
81. December 17 

David Stewart Smith, ex CPO SA 
Served at RNAS Cukkose Gtoraftar Served 
from 1964 lor 22 years Aged 55. August 5 
John David Smudge Smith, as PO SA 
Ofl rmo nOffTvOOi. IXIIWh. iKoVO 
RNASCuktroaa and R sleigh Served from 
1963to2001 Aged34 Decembers 

Bob Parry, c * Leeckng Stoker Mechanic 
Member oI Fast Minelayers Association 
(Northern) Served HMS Mamman Aged 65 
Arthur Fletcher, ex AB Survived the loss 
of HMS Lalorey m March 1944 November 
Ken Bogle Knight HMS Satsnarei. 
Captain (later Artmal) Manley Powers valet 
December 16 


Richard Spencer. «* LEM Sh*» ncbde 
Royal Arthur. Colkngwood. Peacock. 
BeHercphon Peacock Association Aged 71. 
November 26 

Gordon Bown Orestes 


September 26 
Joseph Me Garry. J< 

Algerines Association October 14 

Dr Robert Kenneth Reid. Spanker. 


Victor Rosa Plucky Algerine* 
Asso ciat ion October 26 

George Mertey. Rattlesnake Algerines 
Association October 6 

Tom James Fisher. Cadmus. Algennes 
Association November 14 

Lou Plum. ex Chief Mechanic Joined 
HMS Faulkner 1939 Other slaps metodo 
HMS Hornet and MTBs HMS Faufknor 


Robin Bob' Buah. n Fleet Chief Aecraft 
Mechanician Served 1947-75 Slaps Ark 
Royal (NAS 609). Theseus Art stations 
Falcon. Stmbang Fulmar Condor. RAF 
Horton and Leuchars Founder member of 
Angus Branch. FAA Association 

Jtm Taft' Probyn. ex AB Arete Convoy 
veteran HMS Opportune Association 
Decembers. 

Marcus Mark A Ben. ox Chief MEAfH) 
1952 19B9 Aged 71. November 15 

David Moult. Seaman branch (radar) 
Slaps include Wakeful. WTstsand Bay. Loch 
Kenport Sheffield. Tenby Served 1950-59 
HMS Tenby Associa t ion October 20 

Eric Rick Ruson. ex LSM Served 1948- 
56 Jomed HMS St Vincent from TS Mercury 
Served on Wrangler. Montdare Vernon 
Chameleon. Magpw and Warner November 
15 

Bernard J. ‘Cherry 1 Marnier, ex 
Telegraphist Vice President HMS Ladybird 
(Sasebo Japan 1950-53) Association 
December 7 

Robert Broedbent, cm Stoker 1st data 
Served 1943-46 Slaps mud* vewms 
Cygnet. Toary end Ocean Aged 76 
November 12. 

Alan WHlmon. ex CFO Caterer Served 
24 years, retired in 1976 Aged 65. Decembof 


Portsmouth Field Gun Crew 

Did you run for Pompey in the 
90**7 IW Reunion July 12 14 2002. 
Formation of 'Pompey Young 
Guns Club* Interested? 
e-mail: realpompeygunner 
OdoubJedoors fsnetco uk 
Or write to Box NN007 Navy News. 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth P01 3HH 


16. 

Hubert Person. Russian convoy vete r a n . 
HMS Oppomxie Asan December 10. 

J. K Langford, ox L/Soa Served on 
Cossack TrbaM938 Afcmvk and Bismarck. 
Malta Atlantic Cossack Association 

Sid Remnant, ex AB Served on Coeseck 
Tribal Bismarck. Atlantic. Malta Atlantic 
Cossack Association December 

0. G. Macey ex A8 Cosaack OS7, 1950- 
53 Korea Cossack Association November 
Alban -AH Jonas Served 1941-46 
Empne Gale. HMS Zetland Aged 86. 
Docofftoer 30 

J. Hooper, ex PO (Canada) Served hi 
HMS Serene 194446 Also HAS Ingtetokl 
HMS Serene Association Aged 83 

John Hockey, ex Signalman Served hi 
VW Destroyer* m English Channel and CA 
Class Destroyer. HMS Cavelier Sixth 
Destroyer FkXHIa Association Aged 78. 
December 16 

Peter Shanahan, ex CPO Served hi 
H ermes and Arrow Aged 62 December 21 
Ronald Bull, ox Abie Seaman QA3 HMS 
Belfast Association Served hi ship 1950-53 
Korea. December 23 

Albert Hamilton, ax Stoker PO Served 
193547 Ships include Otkn Perseus. 
Proteus. Pandora Served tor three years on 
Venturer on the Norway patrols and the 
North Aflanbc December 

Graham Seddon. ax CWEM(R) Served 
1965 99 Stupe include Glamorgan. 
Lsender Phoebe. Broadsword. Breve and 
London M/Acc Singapore and Naples 
OCSA (Coraham) Aged 56 January 8 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 

Capt N. H. O. Austen DSO. Served 
Victory. Abdel. Hasty. Orwel. WNrkmnd and 
Duchess 

LI Cdr H. T Burcheil DSC. Served 
Campbol. Si Vncent. Arethusa. Excellent 
Lt Cdr P B. Ferris Served Jaguar. 
London Ark Royal. Active. Hermes. 
Manchester and lAustnous 

Lt Cdr E. Fletcher. Served Ariel. 
Newcastle Phoenix Boxer and Mayiftyer 
Cdr M. P. Gordon-Smtth OSC. Served 
Ark Royal. Pretoria Carte. Saker. Fame, 
Ocean, and RN Ah Station Made Egkrtgton 
and Lae-on-Soiant. 

Surg Capt E. 8. Mackenzie. Served 
Caiedorxa. Eagle Jackdaw Pembroke 111. 
Victory. Cares. Tamar. Ganges. Phoenicia. 
President and Naval Hospdal Chatham and 
Gtoranaf 

Lt A J.J Nicholas RNVR Served Antra 
Lt F. R 6. Peerce RNVR Served 

Duncan and Renown 

Lt Cdi P J Warrington. Served 

Goshawk. President. Euryelua. Forth. 
Mercury and Tenor 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 


Gerry Coulson President of No 5 Area. 
Angka Reoon 

Annie Rosa (nee Innee). Skrkng Joined 
WRNS 1944 served at Loch Ewe when 
German U-Boat a surrendered Aged 75. 
December 2 

Christopher Harris. Bexfal-On-Sea Ex 
PO Coxswain Served 193346 Ship* 
include Adventure, fleaokition Cleopatra. 
Royal Charlotte (Cux Haven) Pembroke 
M e n tioned hi Despatches Entered Bebon 
POW Camp. w4h Special Services hi an 
ebon to release an American toenktl Aged 
63. November 24 

Brian Fuge. am CPO Writer Huntingdon 
and District, former member WeymouVi 
Served 1955-78 on venous steps nckxkng 
HMS Hampshire Aged 63. December 6 
Leelie Montague, ex Cox twain 
Wrvenhoe and E trusteed Steps ndude 
Ganges, Verity. Caftope. Shropshire WW 
Goose. Dieppe. Rocket Aged 90 

Bill Graves. York Survrvor ol toe toes of 
HMS Barham n 1941. bat*eshe> sank with 
to# tots of 659 officers and rates out of 
ship* company of 951 December 

K. Drayton, ex LTO Uxbndgt Served 
194346 Stupa include AnguiUa. Annex 
CmUb. submarines RuMfon convoys 
Alfred Stanley Towler. ex Leading 
Stoker Sudbury. Halstead and Mertngham 
Joined 1940 Served Ark Royal. Ledbury 
Attack. Orlando. Hornet and Jackdaw Aged 
66. December 1 

Dickie Bird, ax PO Chat Founder mam- 
bet and post President Isle of Sheppey 
Aoed 76 December 16 

Robert Arthur Edwin Robbie Hogged 
ex submanner Lurtow and Datnct Aged 66. 
December 1. 

Bernard John LaOo. ax KSLI Associate 
member Ludlow and District Aged 72. 
December 25 

Eric Peeked Brentwood 
Charles White. Brentwood 



• Veteran Tom Webber tells Sub Lieutenant Alex Bingham from 
HMS Northumberland about his time spent building the Burma 
railway as a prisoner of war. Picture la pm se*> am. hus m* 

Remnants 
of Burma 
nightmare 


RAILWAY track and sleepers from the notorious wartime 
Burma Railway have been offloaded from a Royal Navy 
frigate in preparation for their inclusion in a new national 
m o num e nt 

The 30 metres of track and 
sleepers were put on HMS 
Northumberland while the 
Type 23 frigate was visiting 
Bangkok in Thailand for a 
Defence Industry Day. when 
ten UK companies displayed 
equipment for more than 100 
visitors. 

The ship returned home from 
her Gulf and Far East deployment 
just before Christmas, but the 
track was put ashore in January 
under the watchful eye of David 
Childs. Director of the National 
Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas 
in Staffordshire. 

It will eventually form a unique 
tribute to the suffering and 
endurance of those who worked on 
the so-called 'Death Railway', as 
well as others who were held as 
prisonervof-war in the Ear East. 

Members of the ship’s company 
of the frigate took the chance to 
visit the railway while they were in 
Thailand. anJ also took in the 
Bridge over the River Kwai. 

Back in Devonport to watch the 


Swop drafts 


CPOWWTR Basle Contact 9380 
27706 Draft Neptune 12 Mar 02 WM swop 
tor any Rortamouth or London draft. 

MEM(M)1 N Ptumbley Contact 9380 
23464 SFM(P) MACCO Draft WeslmHister 
15 Apr 02 WR swop tor Aik Rcyal 

LOM(MW) Barton. Contact 93255 3533. 
HMS Neptune Draft Hurworto Wil swop 
tor: any smote role 

LWTR David Price. Contact UFO SCU 
93825 2464 Draft lOuetnous 4 Jun 02 W« 
ewop tor: any ca me* deploying, afl other 
onqunee considered 

LSTD Braddock Specialist First Aid 
trained Contact 9380 26617. FOSF Draft. 
Ocean 1 May 02 Will swop lor any 
Ptxtvnouto sfxp depioytng or not 

UCH Giles Contact and draft: 
Cumberland. BFPO 216 WM swop tor: any 
Devonport sfvp pretwabfy not deploying 
WWTR Lawiey. Contact Drake UPO. 


9375 67542 Draff lnvtnctofci May 02 W* 
swop tor any Plymouth. Portsmouth shp or 
souadron deotovmo 

OI^ATtolfCj Stalnforth. Conlaci 
07810 642551 Draft Newcastle, now to Sep 
02 W4 swop tor any Type 42 or comer not 
daptoymg 


Ratings seeking to swop drafts 
must meet the requirements of 
BR14. artirts 0506 In particular, they 
should be on or due the seme kind 
of service - see or shore; have time 
to serve In their current draft; be the 
same rate: and be of similar experi¬ 
ence. All applications must be mode 
on Form C240 to NDO. Centurion 
Building 


offload of the track and sleepers 
were five former pri*oncr*-of-war 
u h«» had been forced to work on 
the railway. 

Said one of I hem. Steve Cairo* 
(I *i. who was in c.iptivitv tor three 
year* and is now Welfare Officer of 
the Far East Prisoner of War 
Association: “Seeing this knocked 
me tor mv I nisi visualised .ill the 
people who died. 

“Never in all my wildest 
dreams did I think that over 
55 years later l*d be touch¬ 
ing these again." 

Mr Cairn* wa* awarded the 
OBE in ihc current New Year s 
I lonours List in recognition of his 
support for his fellow prisonervof- 
war. 

The National Memorial 
Arboretum wa* conceived as a liv¬ 
ing tribute to the wartime genera¬ 
tion* of the twentieth century. 

Planting began in 1W7, and the 
Arboretum has plot* and groves 
for the armed and merchant ser¬ 
vice*. ihc police and fire service* 
and other group* and individuals. 
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At Your Service 


Reunions 


I Calling Old Shipmates 


February 

TS Steadfast ? 90te anniversary mi be cel¬ 
ebrated on February 16 with a reureon donor 
at TS State?!. Thomevde. Kingston upon- 
Thames Al oW boya and staff *etoomo 
Contact David Bract) on 020 85-46 6600 

March 

Watt Country Atoociation of RN 

Wnter* ieun*or> (tenet at HMS Drake on 
March ? Anyone who has aver worn me 
Writer? Star • mdutteg tactes most wei- 
oomo. with portoer Dote*? from D Jewel 
35 Broad Wo* Saftash PL12 4NT. let 
0175? 843416. amai w artr nwrterOaot com 
Fast Mmetayers S.E. Branch wit meet at 
noon m the ROLC. Oragon/a Si. Keonmqton 
on March 4 New members wetcoma Rnq 
01603 437652 or write to Ray Moore 89 
Watwog Rd. Norwich NR7 9TG 

HMS Loch Fade 1944-67 reunion. 
Stroflnn Hotel Blackpool March 15-16 
Wives and sweethearts welcome DeiaiH 
Irom Bob Hams let 0238030 l$48orema*t 
hobhamsroc/iradaf390or(nyworfd co uk 
Wet rule hnp /fwww hmatochtadmorg/ 
Plotting and Radar Instructors 
Association Matapen Dvmar at Via WO A 
SRs muss HMS Dryad March 16 Contact 
Paul PNAps. 023 9220 4233 or Carotee 
Denny 023 8228 4423 

HMS Glory Association reunion and 
AGM Trocarn Hotel Babbaoombc Torquay 
March 22 25 Debate from B Skam. IS. 
TentartM** Great Durvnow. Essai CM6 
1HH. tel 01371 873106 

RNXS (East Anglia) ranon at 1200 on 
March 24 m Ihe Srtpwnx*. Shotey Marina 
(old Ermght Bloc* HMS Ganges) Detail 
tram Paler Brooke. 7, Penn Close. Cape! St 
Mary Ipswich IP9 2UE. let 01473 310189 
HMS Wizard and HMS Cadiz 
Association AGMreurvon March 25-28 al 
the Homo Club. Portsmouth Al comma 
uons ranks and rales welcome Details Irom 
Tom Fob. Marohoto. Church Lane. Mendon. 
Coventry CV7 7HX. let 01676 523296 
HMS Nuthatch Association reunion at 
Chamoc* Hotel. Skegness, tram March 22 
25 This is a dale correction Details from 
Harry Haskafl 7. EMtekl Onva. Wmt 
Parley. Fernduwn Dorset BM22 0ON lei 
01202 890017. 

April 

HMS Cos s a ck As s o ci ation (103 and 
D57) 1938-1968 reunion at Burtegtan Hotel 
Etotnurne. tram Apnl 56 Delate Irom 
Geoff LAay on 01473 682836 or see website 


at hftp /'/www hmscossack Iroeaerveco c* 
HMS Cornwall (1939-42) Association 
teal reunion at the Home Club. Portsmouth, 
tram Aprs 2-5 Memorial serves m the morn¬ 
ing ol Apnl 5, reunion dinner « the everwig 
Detail* tram John Futer. 109 Morgan* Rd. 
New Barnet EN4 9RA. lei 020 8449 0590 
HMS Hermes Association reunion. 
Royal Fleet Dub. Plymouth, tram Apnl 4-7 
Details and new memborsrsp contact Bob 
Welch. 2 Hope St. Bo/eat WeAngborowgh 
NN29 7LU. tel 01933 663229 

HMS Cumberland Association reunion 
at the Glastonbury Hole! Royai Parade 
Ea stbou rne from Apn! 1922 Attendance by 
mombersh<i only Membersfup delate tram 
Sam Watson 01634 235661 email 

%amOtamfan Oamon co uk alternatively k> 
Ha/el Draper on 01322 523438 

480 Kings Squad RM reunion al the 
Homo Ckte. Portsmouth. Aprs 22 24 Delate 
irom lan Holmes 57. Jones Lane. Hytee. 
Southampton S04 6AW. lot 023 8064 22B4. 
or Peter Hodges. 11. Gohon Ave Coeham. 
Portsmouth P06 2NG te! 023 9237 5621 
HMS Euryalus Association are agam 
invited to (on the Fusrhers Association 
(Lancashire) lor Ihe Gallipolr Weekend 
Cetotxations al Bury on AprS 27-28 Oetais 
from Erie Owen. 82. Hoath Park Drive, 
Card* CF14 XX. let 029 2075 0022 

HMS Whrlesand Bay Association 
reuroon at the Home Club. Portsmouth, on 
Aprs 30 Delate tram Geoff Nightingale. 268. 
GaAey HA Gadabndge Heme! Hempstead 
HP1 XD. la! 01442 263405 

May 

HMS Eagle Communicators reunion. 
Hotel Mon Arts (let 01305 78691 TyRNA 
Weymouth, on May 3-5 Contact Chits 
Howard. 47. Wmtorboume Dose Hastings 
TN34 1XO. tat 01424 422045 

LCG 4 F Association reunion. Home 
Club Portsmouth. May 7-9 Contact Wmon 
Copeland. 82 Dittoed Bndge Rd. Bmtey. 
Covarwy CY3 2DZ or la! 02476 451645 
HMS Bigbury Boy Association reunion at 
tee M dt nd Hotel. Boumemorth. tram May 
10-12 Delate tram David Dncber 17 Atoon 
Crescent. Whrthokj. Kent CT16 XN. tat 
01304 827109 

HMS Decoy Association wel co m e s 
sNpmales tram the last commoaun 1967-70 
to a reuraon at tee Best Western. Oueera 
Hotel ftartsmouto May 10-11 Contact AM 
SmgMon. 42. Uplands Crescent. Fareham 
POl6 7JY, envoi AJtoSmgM2 hrwt co i* 
HMS Ftegard, Senes 12. May 1961 
Entry reunion on May 10 at tee Homo Club 
Portsmouth Enqures also welcome tram 


Osborne request 


A CUSTODIAN of Osborne 
House on the Isle of Wight is 
seeking any information 
about the naval college peri¬ 
od between 1903 and 1921. 

Dave Gallop said: 
"Visitors to the house often 
enquire about their relatives 
who were Naval cadets. 

"After their training at 
Osborne they then went on 
to Dartmouth. 

"I am collecting informa¬ 
tion about the cadets who 
were at the college so that I 
might be able to pass this 
on to their relatives. 

"While Osborne Naval 
College was open, two 
future kings and four 
princes were trained here; 


they were King Edward VIII, 
King George VI, Prince 
George of Kent, Prince 
George of Battenberg. 
Prince Louis of Battenberg 
(Earl Mountbatten of Burma) 
and Prince Charles of 
Belgium, along with nearly 
4,000 other cadets. 

"I would like to hear from 
any relatives who could help 
me with information about 
the college - written evi¬ 
dence, magazines or pho¬ 
tographs - which could be 
loaned and/or copied." 

Write to Dave Gallop at 
‘Hisakura*, 22, St John's 
Road, Ryde, Isle of Wight 
P033 2RN, tel 01983 
614139. 


other ox-appronbees n F regard at the 6me 
Contact John Stopples on 023 9266 2778 or 

Wiwp pnn sTupp*tt%*nTTWona com 

HMS Impregnable Association reunon 
al Chatham on May 17 19 If you were a boy 
teaman on Impregnable contact Mary or 
Fied H aycock on 0121 532 6141 or ematf 
mharcocA#tepanef com tor delate 

HMS Volage 1944-45 Crew report tor 
reunon at Lake?**. Haying Island, tram 
May 24 Contact Lolly John MAs on 01243 
542158 

June 


of Umbang Raid. 
Brunet, 1962 A one-off reunion to ptamod 
tor tee she's compamos of HMS F tskerton 
and Chawten and ol Uma Col 42 Cdo. plus 
associated arms, in June at Blackpool 
Contact Pster Down. 5. Show Moor tee. 
Stafybodge SKI 5 2RB email 
AVOCAC^Oaoi com 

HMS Highflyer 1945-62: GZH/GZP 
Cayten Weal oflra E* H Uflffyar s contact 
John Geye Wmge« tor nows Fast reunon n 
June at the Home Club Spouses welco m e 
Contact John. 35 Monday? Row. Horndean. 
Hants P08 0HF. email 

lohnOfmywtng fre es erve couk 

HMS Tattoo and HMS Pique. 40th MSF 
1943-47 reureon on June 4-5 at the Homo 
Dub. Partsmoute Contact Arthur (Joe) Rue. 
30. East Drive. Bknsden Abbey Swndon 
SN25 2DP. tel 01793 724490 

HMS Kemerton 1962-63: 40th onrwer 
vary at the 62-63 comnevsion at Kecnorton 
Wage. Qloualarehire. betwee n June 7-9. 
Contact Pancho Brett. 14. Martxos Gardens. 
Bamoy Dun. Doncaster DN3 1DX lei 01302 
883331 or ornal Brett. PanchoUtaSat com 


June B n HMS Nelson Portsmouth The 
members of any ol tee steps comparees. d 
any commission, and of any rank or rakng. 
areteveed Debuts John Waters. 2 Dewberry 
Rd. Wonfcloy- Stomtndge 0Y8 SXJ 

nP4b oflKOO L/9 rtHJrtiOn VI BuCKpOOl 

on June 14 Fvst and socand rnmreiwtens 
1942-45. aleo any crew or ok -crow of tee pre¬ 
sent HMS Brecon (M29) At welcome 
Connect Phi Roger? on 01628 624740 

HMS Euryalus Aaeocwbon -cumon and 
AGM at Bndfogton with tee Combmed Fx- 
Sarvices A&sooakor Reiteion tram June 14- 
16 Coaeer and tng a te stepmatee welcome 
Data tram Enc Owen. 82. Haete Park 
Drive CorUA CF14 3QL. tel 029 2075 0022 
HMS Glamorgan, Fafclanda reunion te 
tee Home Dub. Ftortamorth. on June IS. 
Data tram Jess Jamos 50 Uvrator Way 
Norteamplon NN4 SLY. lei 01604 660401 or 
i me l w ag amexOcwc o m net 

HMS Sotebay reumon. SouthwokJ 
Suffolk, commemorating the Battle of 
Solebay and tee 40te anmwKsaryof tee she> 
poyteQ aft tar tee last Arne Contact Matodm 
Clarke. 164. Souffvnaed Rd. Weeteury-orv 
Trym. Bnsto! BS10 SOR. let 0117 9622500 
or emai aoAstJoyOtood Oamon co uk 

twmz3 nMMR rmiraon « jrai wiimin. 
Haykng Island, tram June 21 24 Contact a 
Dowdteg 1. Dymchurch Gtosn Ctoyhafl 
Mord IG5 OLD, lei 020 8924 9150 

523 A 524 Recvurt Squads, RM reiteion. 
June 22 at Home Club. Portsmouth Contact 
George Ctavtor on 023 9241 2695 or Don 
Pimp at 92. Pound Rd. East Pecfchem. 
Tonbndge TNI? SBJL tot 01622 871573 


reunion te 
Pkulon on 01405 81 


August 

rdlff (FaBdande 82 Ope Branch) 
Card*. August Contact Slave 

17947 


reunion at Litoeeter Senior Service Club. 
August 9-11 Contact George (Ginger) 
Brandon on 0116 267 3755 


foal retoson at tea Home Out*. Portsmouth 
on August 17 Pet lie tram A Goodonough. 
3. Bnmpton Rd. Reecftru RG30 3HY. lei 
0118 957 3783 

HMS Stalker/809 FAA Squadron 
reiteion. August 17 at Wovedey Hotel. Pecflay 

me CW2 JAA m 01720 258223 


7AA. 


01720 


DC Roberts on 01782 561052 


Over to You 


HMS Bulwark, Eagle and Albion. October 
1956: Does any reader have nto regardng 
relatives of SAJ Gordon Me re d fo of Coombe 
Rd. Croydon, toted on October 5. 19MP He 
was taking pari in an operation from HMS 
Bulwark Juiw*g tee Sue^ Coats Fie plane 
crashed m MeAeho Malta Mr. body was 
token lo Hal Far but ha foal burval site a nol 
known Contact (an Roberts 57. Gtonheid 
Rd. Ashlord TW15 1JJ. let 01784 242229 
AB Edmund Henry Smith: If any ex-tNp- 
mate? have any eito on AB Smite, contact ha 
nephew. Bryan Smith 10. Kimbor Court. 
Saksbury South Auctreka 5108 

HMS Stalker LSI (3) 3813: Mr M E 
TatteraaN tetends to saf up a Regolered 
Chartable Trust to preserve tea vessel, cur 
renOy m Hoiyffi Dockyard wearing s daemon 
on her future tt anyone would consider hetp- 
*ng contact Mr Tattarsall. 39. Fairfold. 
Hebden Bridge West Vorkafere MX7 6JB 
Lt Cdr Richard (Dick) C. Dumas: Aloe 
Dumas seeks **> about her teteer. who 
served r» tee RN tram 1930^64 Fie served te 
HMS Seaborn (Lt). HMS Racahorsa (U. te 
command). HMS Fort) (Lt). HMS Start Bay 
(U te comm a nd). HMS Opportune (Lt Cdr. n 
command) and FA4S Rapte (Lt Cdr. m com 
mand) He was awarded tee DSC and O0E 
te 1946 Ha last ^pomtment was HMS 
Cochrane at tea Boom Detonce te Loch Ewe 
Contact Akce Dumas at 3. Tannery Ftouae. 6. 
Deal St. London El SAG. mobte 07779 
274911 or emai akc*dbmes4Kwhoo co iA 
HMS Soumarei (G12) 1943-45: John 
Dements seeks anyone who knew hagmnd- 
tateore. John Dements (stoker 1st daaa te 
Saunare/) and Norman Parry (AB m mus 
R enown) Fie wants lo teem more about thee 
wartime servioe Contact John Dements, 
7019. Nicoiet Ave South. Richfield 
Msww e ot a 56423-3162. USA. or emai Iran- 
a fo wn O gtS Oye h oo co uk 

HMS Buteweyo: Does anyone have any 
ptoum of HMS Bulawayo area 194849 in 
wtech Derek Wn£* waa a stoker Contact ha 
son »»law. MAe Payne, on 0116 2332428 or 
emai m peynelOOntrwofkJ com 

Peter King: The eldest daughter of Petoi 
a looking for any photos wffh hen te He 
served te tee Navy as s cook te tee 70s. went 
to oww te tee 80s and teen fomed tee RFA 
te tee ©arty 90s as mokxman He rted on 
November 7. 1997. whist on board RFA Se 
Perwol te dock at Southampton It anybody 
can forward any photos aha woMd be rooty 
grateful Wnte to Somonthe Kmg-Snvth. 9. 


Craflon Par k, BA21 4EA. or emai 

LcTM^taTGardanto trying to docu 
mart tee actMbes and movements ol ha late 
father-«i-law SG (Sam) Barrai during ha 
bme as s^nalman on LCT 603 m WW? He 
foewd tee craft fust before 4 sated tor the 
Med n Aprs. 1943. as part at 27th LCT 
FloUU Can anyone help with 1) SGB and 
LCT 603 up to Salerno Umcfogs 2) Fate of 
ICT 603 • ■ was lost by early 1944 Where 
when and how dsJ tea happen? 3 )Activity 
of SGB hi Italy during lale 1943 and N Africa 


unH Apnl 1944. when he fomed ICKL) 174 
Contact Alan at 124 Broom Hill Rd. 
Roches ter ME2 XG . lei 01634 721884 or 
emai gardsnOfasco nef 

HMS Aubreha: The late George Edward 
Sand served te tee Flower-ciaas corvette 
HMS Aubreba during WW2 H* son Is te tea 
process at making a model of tea vessH and 
seeks detak of tea hul pamlwork dunng 
194243 Contact Ron Sited. 40. Bramheto 
Lone Mold CH7 1JU let 01352 759492 or 
emei ranse n ta c ?4 net 


At your Service entries 

■ Notices for this page should be brief, clearly written or typed and 
addressed to • The Editor. Navy News. HMS Nelson. Portsmouth POI 3HH 
or email: edrtfnavyTywsxo uk. If you ere sending your notice in vie email, 
please include your full address end telephone number. 

■ Reunions appear in date order, and requests to place an entry in a par¬ 
ticular edition cannot be guaranteed 

■ Please send in Reunions at least three months (preferably four) before 
the month of the event. 

■ There may be a delay before items appear, due to the volume of 
requests. 

■ Entries are free to non-commercial organisations Items pertaining to 
commercial work, books and publications for profit can only appear as 
paid-for advertising. 

■ The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse publication of submitted 
notices. 

■ Space does not allow us to accept more than one free insert. Any sub¬ 
sequent notice will have to be paid for at advertising rates. 


Navy News on tape 

Navy News is available free of charge on tape from 
Portsmouth Area Talking News for those with 
difficulty reading normal type. 

For more details, contact 023 9269 0851 and leave a 
message on the answerphone with a contact 
telephone number No special equipment is required 
to play the tapes, which are standard 90-minute 
cassettes. 


800 a 820 NAS: Jan Rch would tea to hear 
Irom anyone who knew rtm te tea 1950a 
Contact htei on 0117 967 9372 

RFA Londfaff Association: Tha new asso- 
asbon seeks ex-members of tee RFA ndud- 
teg RN. RNSTS. Royal Corp of Lotacs who 
hove el had ctoaa ses with the RFA Contact 
tee Secretory, RFA Lanctel Assoctsbon PO 
Box 120 Hexham NE48 1XA 

HMS Beachampton. Hong Kong. 1981 • 
84: Seeking Steve Pbech. Tony Flood. Stove 
Ingham. Kov Thomas Scouse Cornpbeff. 
Tom Worth. Jormy Knock and John Footer lo 
name but a lew Also LEPs who may have 
taken up UK residence Tone to rotates the 
Beachboys Contact Jan Devey. 50 Antony 
Rd Torport PL 11 2JR. W 01752 818059 
HMS Heyterop Organisers of a church 
service are trymg to trace former crewmem¬ 
bers ol tea destroyer sunk si 1942 to tevrte 
teem to tea service hold in St Nicholas 
Church Heyterop. al 3pm on March 20 
Cortad Bob Partin on 01494 882420 

HMS Atherstone: Seeking Rchard 
Conneffy (Btey) w4h whom James (George) 
Brack) served between 1986-89 He was a 
mteesweopor op te HMS Alherstono Richard 
was best man at Jamas wedekng but over tee 
yean feey ta oortaa Contact Jemes at 17. 
Carfroe Ortve. Glenrothes. F4s or emeti 
rwOfOaOOTSObtoeyondW c*> uk 

HMS Tartar 194445 Donna Rusart 
seeks news of farmer messmates Bernard 
Sambrooke. Frank Cooney and Tommy 
Berry Also HMS Royal Arthur Tetogntohot 
Course 1943. Class 286 Also Ivor Reynolds, 
of Lurftow Last contact m Colombo, serving 
wfo a Combined Ops Unit Contact Derma. 
Over Ames Tap Cottage Whaupha Newton 


Stewart WipowmNro DG8 9NZ emai 

GrusjrtsprDurttbfopenworto com 

Maureen Welker Seeking old fnends 
who recafl Maureen espeaafy Soda Edney 
(used to be Corton) - last seen Portsmouth. 
1867 - or the okf gang from C—toey 
Barracks or Malta Contact Maureen Cortot! 
2981. Tree Top Rd DecuU GA 30019. USA. 

Seeking juror* rating Petor Hone with 
whom Mark (Bobby) Ftoughtun was m tee 
Navy 1080 based ol HMS Ralegh, eta 
intake Frobisher 27 He atramExmouteand 
teed at Si Andrews Rd Contact Mark era 2. 
Foirtess Rd. Eodes M3© OHR. email 

l^w iitelnnfim I i 8 _a 

rwXAan^onmnwyd'imALWLMv nm 

Fez Phelan (ax-Royof Engmeer s ) seeks 
George Nesbitt and Dave (Bg George) who 
both served m HMS Sutherland, in teo 
FoMonds Sept 96 - Jan 99 Contact Fez at 
Ruta Pablo 119. Urb El Tonal. La Nuaa 
03530 Akcanta. Spain, or emorf 
fesnAktOpnruna es 

Seeking news from anyone jommg Navy 
Nov 48/47 HMS St George. HMS totwruse. 
Stoker tnarang srtp Shorty Lyones Lofty 
Chunky Grover HMS Constance. Hong Kong 
49 51, Tynan reserve floet 4748 and Aogan 
57-53 Contact Frank Webb 704 Ashcraft 
Rd. Ipewch FI 6AF. lei 01473 401743 or 

OTTnM rrWrm MOOVlnf/WOrlO CO UK 

HMS Trumpeter Tony McEnery * uncle 
James Stewart 01 Liverpool, was on AB an 
tea oacort comer n WW2 He (bed aged 19 
m on acodenl on July 26. 1945. an route to 
tee For East and was buried te Cacrtn but 
later rebuned m ChennaA4adras Does any¬ 
one rememboi tee oroestiecH te xhch 
he rtod - ha yoiteger aster would kke to 


know Contact Tony at 120 Alertord Rd 
West Derby Liverpool L12 4VJ tel 0151 228 
1723. email memph*sAm60hotmul com 

The wite of Part Rab Butler seeks (ten 
Harm, with whom Part <bd ha baby drvers 
course wffh around 198485 She wortd tee 
to keep tea a surprise, to could Kevin con¬ 
tact her at pane butterOhmpeirr m Jeod co uk 
or on 07753 802096 

HMS Illustrious - Falkland* 1982: 
Mamn insui seeks the EW Department tore 
reumon - Lt CHI C artas. CPO Pete Morton 
PO Pete Cook. LS Rite Godwin. LS Kevin 
Freestone. AB Lee McEvoy. AB Adam Bailey. 
AB Mick Leahy Contact Mamn at 7 Lampeter 
Ave. Dr ayton. Por tsmouth POC 2AL. or emo4 
the mujMsOmtn com 

Nick (Sue) Lawtey seeks anyone who 
knew hm Irom lotemg at HMS Rotoffi te 
1083. trwrtng at HMS Mercury and service *i 
HMS Fearless and Bristol and FOST 
Commcen Contact Nek at 22. Gektertand 
Entrance. Stratton Western Australia 6066. 
eme* rdewteytAvtown com ou 

HMS Leonder Lei Katun seeks Tom 
Dooley (Morin) - they bote served te HMS 
Leonder. from 1981 -84 - or anyone else who 
remember? him Irom l nanctor RNSPT (84 
85) or FSU Rrxsyte (85-87) Contact Rchard 
Keffeff. 6. Scon Rd. Stevenage SG2 0B2 or 

CfTUf WAOWmUC/ff rmf 

Greg Meter 9eek? Jason Hammings Iasi 
known of vi Irwmctote They served te tee 
Army together before he detected Greg 
need han and ha wde to be gndparena to ha 
chffdren Canted Greg at Setotor Strosoe 16. 
68789, St Leorv-Rot. Germany or omarf 
i ik 8wyO) c c nito int 

David Fenton warts to hoar from anyone 
with whom he served tram 195344 He rtd 
sea training on HMS Indototgabto teen 
sorted m HMS vanguard Tyne Wakeful 
Coooack and Vtenton as weft as Whole 
Island. HMS Tenor and Mrtl of Ktelyrs Write 
to David at 3483. Ashcroft Crescent. 
Mairsiags Ontario. L5C 2E6. Canada, or 
ema4 d tent o nOh o me com 

ten Pockwood 1962-1974: Served St 
Vtecenf Caffngwaod. Yamton Locfwwar 
Cochrane. Haiptete. Keppal and Rap«J. 
Seeks anyone who remember s hen - write lo 
121. Redwood Axe M rtton Mowbray LEI3 

HMS Scarborough: Seeking mess 
metes Irom Comms men during 1969 to 
1971 Contact Tony Attoe or 01895 431833 

OPERATION PEDESTAL. 
AUGUST 1942 Given enough 
support, a lunch i? proposed lo be 
held al Trinity House on September 
Ihfh 2002. lo commemorate the 60lh 
Anniversary of (his epic voyage lo 
Malta Member? of the ships* 
companies involved and supporters 
of the proposal should respond to: 
Bos NN006 (Navy News). 


Volunteers sought 


LOWESTOFT Maritime 
Defence Museum urgently 
needs volunteers to help 
bring their fast patrol boat 
up to operational standard. 

Museum flagship Bravo 6, 
the former RNOV Al- 
Mujahid, was recently 
brought back to the UK from 
Oman under her own power 
in a five-week voyage. 


Now moored at East 
Cowes Marina on the Isle of 
Wight the museum want to 
work on her - and particular¬ 
ly needs mechanical engi¬ 
neers or artificers with expe¬ 
rience of Paxman Ventura 
16v YJCMs and electrical 


Contact lan Rigby on 
01226 752113 for debate. 


Navy News Online carries updated reports and back¬ 
ground material, as well as a selection of articles from 
this edition of the paper. There is also a gallery ol pho¬ 
tographs, some of which have not been published in the 
paper. Check the website at 

www.navynews.co.uk 



Don't miss this opportunity to purchase our 


top quality calendar at a reduced price 


Our cmieodar looks beck through the 
Navy News* files to remember times 
when we reported stories about some 
of the busiest units of the Fleet and 
their activities around the world 


The Navy Making 
Headlines 


Did you know that in the year 2001 
alone. Royal Navy ships were 
engaged in twelve live operations. 

The perfect gift for those with an 
interest in naval history 

Please send your orders to: 

The Business Manager. 

Navy News, HMS Nelson. 
Portsmouth. Hants POI 3HH 

Cheque* payable to Navy New? to accompany 
order? For order? outude the UK payment can be 
made by Chequa/1ntemat*onal Money Order In 
( Sterling and drawn on UK bank 
Or lor payment by Credit Cord/Swtlch. 

UK 8 Abroad, pteair me the coupon an page 4 



Telephone: 023 9282 6040 
Fax: 023 9283 0149 
or order online at 
www. navynews. co.uk 

Pie ave allow 29 days for delivery 
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More than 700 


to the world 


M ORE than 700 million 
people across the 
globe tuned in to sec 
the efforts of a group of Royal 
Navy engineering students 
come to fruition. 

Thunderer Squadron set itself 
the challenge of recreating the 
historic transatlantic signal set up 
by Marconi which heralded the 
dawn of modern radioeommuni- 
ca lions KM) years ago. as reported 
in January’s Navy A/ws. 

Now figures from Canadian broad¬ 
casters have revealed the extent of the 
interest Uiown in the recreation of 
history. 

In addition to Canada, most 
European countries carried the event 
live - including Russia - and it was 
was also seen live on many Gulf tele¬ 
vision stations, the UK was one of the 
few countries which did not carry the 
transmission. 

U Mickey Rooney, the officer in 
charge of the project, said more than 
700 million people watched the three- 
minute event, in which the grandson 
of Marconi, also named Gugliclmo, 
used a World Wir I vintage Royal 
Navy iype II rotary spark gap trans¬ 
mitter to repeal the Morse code letter 


S - three dots, used as they would not 
he easily mistaken against background 
signals, and because they caused less 
wear and tear on the transmitter. 

That original signal, on December 
12, 1 4 M)1, was picked up by Marconi 
himself in Newfoundland, having 
sailed from the UK in order to estab¬ 
lish the receiving station. 

Lt Rooney stressed that the aim of 
Project Atlantic Leap was to over¬ 
come problems associated with the 
modern communications environ¬ 
ment to recreate the signal - which 
was achieved. 

The frequency allocated, a 
narrow slot in the busy air¬ 
waves of the 21st century, 
made it almost impossible for 
the signal to be heard across 
the Atlantic, so in order to 
complete the project a second 
signal was broadcast from a 
powerful modem NATO trans¬ 
mitter in Lancashire, allowing 
Canadian and American mili¬ 
tary students to test their 
receivers, based on Marconi's 
plans. 

The Americans had constructed a 
kite to carry their aerial, using 
Marconi's liaden Powell model as a 
guide, and it proved so acrodynami- 
tally effective it altruist took a couple 


of students off a cliff, said 1J Rooney. 

Eor the students who had 
decamped from their base at 
Southampton University to Poldhu 
Cove in Cornwall, assisted by project 
co-ordinator Lt Scott ‘Stimpy* 
Simpson, it was just another reason 
why the RN engineering sponsorship 
scheme is proving so attractive. 

Ihundcrcr aim prises just over !(K) 
undergraduates, who combine the 
best ol university life with the oppor¬ 
tunities afforded by the military con¬ 
nection; adventurous training, access 
to equipment, travel - and pay. 

lire majority of students go on to 
join the Navy - those who do not pur¬ 
sue a military career arc obliged to 
repay the bursary which saw them 
through university, although not the 
pay they received for their time as 
Reservists. 

Thunderer is open to both school- 
leavers and Royal Navy technicians, 
and covers aerospace, mechanical and 
electrical (weapons) engineering dis¬ 
ciplines. 

Its mission statement is “to edu¬ 
cate, stimulate and support the future 
Engineer Officers of the Fleet in 
preparing them for the challenges of 
the Front Line." 

For more details on Thunderer 
Squadron see their website at 
mm jnflOHuar. uLZ-ihurulrr 


• Lt Mickey Rooney conducts a live interview vriih a Canadian 
rad$o station over his mobile phone close to the radio aerial mast 
which was used to recreate the historic Marconi transmission. 


Great progress and 
inevitable gremlins 


• Onset) A spark generated by 
the Navy transmitter, the 
equipment was borrowed from 
the museum at HMS 
Colltngwood. Working at a fre¬ 
quency between 150 and 364 
kHz the transmitter had a 
range of 250-300 miles. 


• (Left) Guglielmo Marconi , 
grandson of the ttalian father 
of wireless\ transmits the 
three dots on the Royal Navy's 
Marconi-type equipment - 
taken from a Royal Navy First 
World War ship - which recre¬ 
ated the first signal from 
Poldhu Cove exactly 100 years 


THE PROGRESS made in radio 
communications over the 
course of a century was vivtdty 
demonstrated as preparations 
were made to recreate the 
original Marconi transatlantic 
signal. 

As members of Thunderer 
Squadron made final adjust¬ 
ments to their ancient spark- 
gap transmitter, the officer in 
charge of the project, Lt 
Mickey Rooney, was constant¬ 
ly interrupted by requests for 
radio interviews. 

During the morning and earty 
afternoon, Lt Rooney did 
almost a dozen live interviews 
with radio stations in the US 
and Canada over a mobile 
phone. 

Later that afternoon he 
helped crank up what he 
described to onlookers as “the 
world's largest, oldest mobile 
phone" - a 1914 RN Type N 
rotary spark gap transmitter 
housed in a Transit van. 

Lt Rooney admitted they had 
to be very careful not to blow 
up tne vintage transmitter, and 
(non-origtnaQ elements had to 
be replaced and amended to 
a*ow the project to go ahead. 

"We had to work out how to 
generate a spark without blow¬ 
ing up every mobile phone, 
every car radio and television 
in the area - the signal had to 
be refined," said Lt Rooney. 

On a day littered with 
reminders of the significance 
of Marconi's contribution to 
communications, there had to 


And H was another great 
communications organisation, 

Ulv WmICD SUTTCftXJ, WiiOfl 

an outside broadcast crew 
twice failed to sat up a sched¬ 
uled live link to the studio from 
their hi-tech van high on a 
Cornish ckfT because of techni¬ 
cal problems. 


• (Above) A member of the 
Royal Navy engineering stu¬ 
dents' Thunderer Squadron 
starts to lowering the trans¬ 
mitter mast which was used 
to recreate the original 
transatlantic transmission by 
Guglielmo Marconi at Poldhu 
Cove in Cornwall. 


'Ilion tune in to Royal Navy squadron 

Thunderer speaks 
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Shipmates 
gather to 
pay tribute 
to Gerry 

THE CHURCH of St Mary 
the Virgin in Maldon was 
packed to capacity for a 
service in thanksgiving for 
the life of the late 
Shipmate Gerry Coulson, 
President of No 5 Area. 

A popular and highly- 
esteemed member of the 
Association, he worked tire¬ 
lessly on its behalf, especial¬ 
ly in the Anglian region. 

At the service, conducted 
by Father McIntosh, tributes 
to Shipmate Coulson were 
paid by the Rev Desmond 
Payne-Jeremiah, Mr Norman 
Hill and Shipmate Fred 
Chambers, chairman of the 
Association's national coun¬ 
cil. 

A total of 15 standards 
were displayed at the ser¬ 
vice, including the national 
standard. Those represented 
were So ham and District, 
Fleet Air Arm Association 
Essex, Clacton, Colchester 
RNA, Colchester 
Submariners Association, 
Chelmsford, Brightlinsea, 
Royal Mannes Chelmsford, 
Maldon, Raleigh, Harlow, 
Weeley, Brentwood, Essex 
Submariners OCA Branch 
Chelmsford. 
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Raiding party set 
to reclaim Victory 


SEASONAL dinners, dances 
and other happy events, 
enjoyed by shipmates in the 
run-up to Christmas, included 
an enjoyable party at the King 
Charles Hotel, given by the 
CHATHAM branch, at which 
the Mayor of Medway, Cllr 
Tony Gouldcn, and his wife, 
Val, were guests of honour. 

During tnc evening, ihc Mayor 
was made an honorary member 
and issued with a celebratory tot, 
which he downed in one go. 

In his acceptance speech, he 
pointed out the injustice of having 
the most famous ship in the world. 
IIMS Victory - which was built at 
Cliatham and launched in 1765 - 
berthed in Portsmouth. 

lie called for volunteers to form 
a raiding party to march on 
Portsmouth and bring the Victory, 
firmly concreted in Pomncy 
Dockyard, hack to Chatham - “her 
rightful home.** 

Ills speech, and the party which 
followed, were greatly enjoyed by 
around 100 shipmates and their 
guests. 



• The Mayor of Medway , C Ur Tony Goulden , arriving at the King Charles Hotel. With him , from left , 
are Mrs Debbie Degiorgio, the hotel manager. Chatham branch chairman S/M Wally Devine , may¬ 
oress Val Goulden and branch vice chairman S/M Jack Harris. 


Captain 

recalls 

welcome 

THE President of FALMOUTH 
branch. Vice Admiral Sir James 
Jungius. welcomed the guests at a 
festive dinner dance. 

The guests included Rear 
Admiral Tim McCIcmcnt. former 
Commanding Officer of IIMS 
Cornwall, and Mrs McOcmcnt, 
and Commodore T. Hogg and 
Mrs. Hogg. 

After the traditional toasts were 
drunk. Admiral McCIcmcnt 
thanked the RNA for its support 
for the Navy. 

lie said he will never forget the 
great welcome extended by the 
people of Falmouth during the 
visit there of HMS Cornwall - and 
the thoughtful gift of hot pasties 
on the ship’s arrival in port! 

The Master of Ceremonies was 
branch chairman Shipmate Harold 
Thompson 

Profitable end 
to the year 

ASTHF. curtain fell on the sea¬ 
sonal celebrations, the year ended 
on a prosperous note for Ihc 
WATERLOOVILLE hr.uuh. bene 
filing their favourite chanties. 

The concert party raised £1368 
at two events for the Children’s 
Ward of St Mary's Hospital. 
Portsmouth, while the ladies’ darts 
league raised £267.69 for the 
Crohns and Colitis Society 

A further £750 was donated to 
various good causes from the char¬ 
ity chest. 



rect answer wins another £50. 

Complete the coupon and send It to 
Mystery Picture, Navy H em . HMS Nelson. 
Portsmouth P01 3HH Coupons giving 
correct answers will go into a price drew 
to establish a winner 

Ctoeing date for entries is March IS. 
2002. More then one entry cen be submit¬ 
ted, but photocopies cannot be accepted. 
Do not include anything eiee in your anve- 
lope no correapondance can ba entered 
into end no entry returned. 

The winner will be announced in our 
April edition. The competition is not open 
to Navy News employees or their families. 


The mystery ship in the 
December edition was HMS 
Nubian. 

The winner of the £50 prize 
for identifying her was Mrs B.J. 
Bird, of Dorset. 

Continuing the training 
theme of recent competitions, 
this month’s mystery ship, here 
seen In Start Bay, was also 
familiar to a section of the Navy 
under instruction. 

What is her name? The cor- 


MYSTERY PICTURE 04 

Name. 

Address . 


My answer 


Naval Quirks 

IN 1925 THE BRITISH 
SUB MZ WAS ADAPTS 
TO CARRY A seaplane.. 


.. WITH ITS OWN 
HANGAR,CRANE 
AND CATAPULT 
SOMEHOW CRAMPED 
ON DE.CK.. 


THE JAPANESE TOOK 
UP THE IDEA IN 1932- 
0UT THEIR SEAPLANE 
WAS STORED IN PARTS 
AND TOOK Too LONG 


DANGER Y 

AHEAD i 
GeTTHE 

Plans 


ANYONE 

SEEN 

THE 

GLUE? 



Clubhouse carol service 


MORE than 200 shipmate* and 
guests attended Che carol service 
organised by HANWORTH branch 
and held in their clubhouse. 

At the service, conducted by 
branch padre Rev Paul William son, 
the lessons were read by S/M F. 
Wadlcy. branch vice president. 
Nancy Hope. Thames Vtollcy 


WRNS, Col I. Moore, president 
Hanworth KMA. and MrsL ftirkcr 
of the branch Ladies Section. 

The guests included Capt. P 
Hamcs. president of the branch, 
and Cllr C. Driscoll, London 
Borough of Hounslow 

Music was provided by the hand 
of Surrey Yeomanry. 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


NEW PART 12 .E INDIES/BRfTISH PACIFIC FLEETS... (3rd PHASE) 
Tnnco. Sydney. Manus. Sakrshima otc Making maximum use of all surviving 
RN archive film, including colour this 3rd Phase video continues the epc story 
of Doth these fleets All other episodes still available Part 9 Op Neptune 
(D-Day penod) Part 8 Op.Torch. Part 7 Hazards ot Russian Convoys 
Part o Perilous Waters (action in the Atlantic) Part 5 Tragedy & Triumph 
(Bat of N Cape) down to and md Part 1 Battleships at War. Each is 60 mms 
Price UK £21.90 post paid Elsewhere add C3.05. For multiple orders large 
discount available. Full details of tfws 8 alt programmes send SAE. _ 


N.V.T.C BECK HOUSE. ESCRICK. N.YORKS YQ19 6JH (01904,1 728239 


New standard 
for Stirling 

IT WAS also a gtxnl finale to the 
year for STIRLING us well, which 
nuw boast* a brand new standard 
and a proud standard-bearer. 
Shipmate Mike Garbutt. 

Tire standard dedication was 
conducted by the Rev Kit Jarman 
and well-supported by neighbour¬ 
ing branches. 

The service was followed by a 
parade of roughly 100 shipmates 
displaying ten standards, which 
was inspected by Cdr D. Steele. 

Life honour 
for stalwarts 

FOR outstanding service as chair¬ 
man of the CWMBRAN branch, 
and his work for the association. 
Shipmate John Davies was award¬ 
ed life membership. 

Also honoured was Shipmate 
Roy Wood, president of the 
HEREFORD branch, who in many 
years service has held all branch 
offices, including that of national 
council member No 7 Area. 



• IKH VtKMBEJCSfffP 

to serving personnel 3k reserves 

• i low bs \brtdt Arch A Oxford Sired 

• Affordable n>om rales 
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• function rooms for dinners 
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Options 

~ ~ oEBT PROBLEMS? 

Arc your »u(}>oin^ more than your income? 

Arc your creditor* threatening you with: A charging order, 
Court summons. Solicitor*. Bailiffs. Attachment of earning*. 

If you can answer ye* to any of the above, then contact u* 
now for free and confidential advice that get* result*. 

Telephone our professional* on 01329 515532 

WELLBEING SERVICES 

PHI IV ll)iv; lir HT SOM TIOSS TO INDIVIDUALS AND F AMI I IIS 

WWW mill HUMiM KVM 1*10 1 k 




uiutMT til. WITVI HIIR 

PCISONAl ACClOtMT W 1 n 

0* oiaih pouch s MOTOR INSURANCE 



. Exclusive rates tar HM Forces in the U.K., 

V II Me II ■ ■■ a -i-a f nnmrn . , 

^ mxmem iretana & overseas. 


Special schemes available for military kit, 
^ home contents, buildings & travel 


0800 074 9402 


C ore — Drvct Imranc* S arvc i Ltd {OmtM Pr o Ma ). 

ThtUrcr*nat n St Mny w Ci Own. twmxr 9J*WW2BS 
40*473 ?T«61 Ftt 10*473 2*3006 


www.forcesdlrect.co.uk 


SEPARATING OR DIVORCE PENSION ADVICE 

Specialivt legal advice to Naval 
CONVEYANCING 
WILLS. PROBATE & TRUST 
MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY 
CHILD CARE 
PERSONAL INJURY 
CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE 
OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS 
MENTAL HEALTH 
CRIME 

FREE INITIAL ADVICE IN MANY CASES 

Call 01329 825617 or 023 8033 4661 


Personnel foe: 





I COFFIN 
MEW & 
CLOVERI 


www.coffinmew.co.uk 


Had an Accident? 

Need Compensation 
and Legal Advice? 

Contact:- 0845 601 1260 

_ www.forceslaw.com 


■FORCES 

LAw 


The Forces Legal Network 


For a free 30 minute 
initial diagnostic 
interview with 
Lawyers experienced 
in the Armed Forces 
who speak your 
language 




• The Ladies in Red - members of NAAFI Financial's sales team 
in their new uniforms. 

Watch out for the 
‘Ladies in Red’ 


NAAFI’s Ladic* in Red arc set to 
become a familiar vight around 
shore establishment* and bases 
where ihe group has offices. 

The sales learns are now sport¬ 
ing distinctive bright red jackets as 
part of the new-style uniforms 
which were introduced in 
December. 

Besides the offices, the new uni¬ 
form will also become an increas¬ 
ingly familiar sight 'out and about', 
and at presen tat it ms and surgeries 
held at places such as HIVE*. 

I.imt.i I l.iml. H \ M I 
Financials Marketing Director. 


said: "Our new branch uniforms 
arc intended to make our sales 
teams easier for customers to iden¬ 
tify on base. 

“Wc chose red jackets and navy 
Nuc skim, not only because red 
and blue arc our corporate 
colours, but also to make sure our 
teams would really stand nut in a 
crowd.** 

For more details on NAAFI 
Financial'* ranee of finance and 
insurance products, speak to a 
Ladv in Red - or telephone OOtitIO 
21 22 23 24 free from the UK and 
Germany. 



listen Up! It help provide you and your family with a better future in retirement, 
the Armed Forces have teamed up with Scottish Widows, one el the most respected 
names in financial services, to otter you a preferential Stakeholder Pension - the 

* Armed Forces Stakeholder Pension. 

irs simple to set up. contributions start from as little as £20. And Inst about 

• everybody is eligible, irs your future 

Call the Armed Forces Helpline on 0845 608 0376 or +44131655 6600 quoting 
D reference 2594730102. Or email armedforcesnscottishwidows.co.uk 
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MY CAR ROLLED 
OFF THE END OF 
A TRANSPORT 
VESSEL 


What other motor insurance company would believe you? 


Most ‘high street’ insurers don't really understand what you 
do for a living. So in the event of a claim there may be 
instances where you might not be covered. 

NAAFI Financial knows exactly what you do for a living, and 
our motor insurance is designed especially for people like you. 
You'll find our cover automatically includes benefits most 
insurers would charge you extra for or fail to cover, making our 
motor insurance a lot cheaper than you think. So if the 
unthinkable happened to your car, you can be assured your 
claim will be sorted out quickly and efficiently. 


Call us now for a free no-obligation quote. We are now open 
7 days a week. Or pop into your local NAAFI Financial branch. 


Save more money with our multi-policy discounts 


Kit + car insurance 

2 or more cars 

10% discount 
on your car insurance 

10% discount on 
your main car insurance 


For your free quote call us now, quoting reference: N14 

00800 76 76 77 77 (free from the UK & Germany) 
+44 1603 205 209 (from rest of the world) 

www.naafi-financial.com 


r NAAf! 'I 

L financial* 



NOBODY KNOWS YOU BETTER 


Calls may be monitored and/or recorded NAAFI Financial is the trading style of Warrior Group Ltd. Insurance is underwritten by Norwich Union, a member of the General Insurance Standards 
Council. Subject to status. 







www. na vynews.co. uk 
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RANCE SERVICES 
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Ten good reasons why you should ring us for 
a motor insurance quotation... 

1. We offer a Forces Discount to all Naval personnel and their families. 

2. Our mystery shopping reveals that we can save you an average of 30% compared 
with some other leading companies. 

3. We are professional Insurance Brokers, members of the General Insurance 
Standards Council and the British Insurance Brokers Association - so you can be 
sure you are in safe hands when you deal with us. 

4. We are also members of SIIAP: Services Insurance & Investment Advisory Panel and 
have over 25 years experience in arranging motor insurance for HM Forces. 

5. We believe in providing choice and will offer you a quotation from a range of 
insurance companies - not just one! 

6. All our companies are first-class insurers with excellent claims records. 

7. We believe you should also have a choice on what you want included in your policy - 
if you want Roadside Recovery and Personal Accident cover we can provide them 
but if you already have cover or just don't want them we can reduce your premium 
further. 

8. We can provide instant cover - just call The Free number below between 9am to 7pm 
Monday to Friday or 9am to 4pm Saturday. For security & training purposes calls may 
be recorded. 

9. You get a choice of payment options including Credit/Debit Card or low-cost monthly 
instalments. 

10. We won’t try and sell you a Personal Loan for your car when you ring! 


e Number 0800 389 1798 


or more information check out our website 

www.tfinsuranceservices.co.uk 



• MAGNIFICENT SEVEN: Sgt Maj Roger Ould with his Royal Marines recruits at Leicester 
Armed Forces Careers Office. 


Magnificent seven 
sign on together 


WHAT do a wine shop assistant, a motorcycle technician and a body-builder all have in 
common? Answer: They arc among a group of seven young men from Leicester who 
began the Royal Marines Commando training course last month. 


All seven have been recruited from the 
Armed Forces Careers Office in the city - and it 
is believed this is the firs! lime so many potential 
Marines have started training together from the 
same source. 

lire seven, aged between 16 and 26, come 
from a range ol different backgrounds, hut all 
arc united by their determination to forge suc¬ 
cessful careers for themselves with the Royals. 

Said body builder Saul Schofield (26): "I have 
had a long-term interest in joining the Royal 
Marines and I am really Itxikmg forward to the 
mental and physical challenges that the Corps 
offers. 

“The teamwork is another aspect that encour¬ 
aged me to visit the Careers Office, and I am 


pleased that with all seven of us going down to 
Devon together. I feel part of a successful team 
already." 

At the Leicester Careers Office Sgt Major 
Roger Ould said: “Crucially, bv sending these 
seven young men at the same time, we arc able 
to demonstrate that there arc no rules as to the 
type ot person that should be interested in join¬ 
ing the Royal Marines. 

“Ultimately, recruits need determination, 
commitment and the desire to be part of a suc¬ 
cessful and elite team. 

“All of these men. regardless of what jobs they 
have had before now. have all of these qualities. 
I look forward to monitoring their progress once 
training starts in January." 


- and six show off 
their new suits 



IT IS not only the colour of the fire suits that 
has changed at RN air station Ycovilton - the 
entire duty fire crew lately were Reservists. 

It turned out to be a busy night - what with 
covering the airfield flying requirements and the 
domestic site, there was also a bonfire party to 
monitor, following an earlier cancellation. 

All RNR Aircraft Handlers attached to a Fire 
Station arc expected to complete an extensive 
training schedule in order to maintain currency 


- and all members of this crew have served at 
Ycovilton Fire Station in the past. 

Between them they have over 100 years of 
experience. 

• Yeovilton’s RNR duty fire crew are (left 
to right) POA(AH) Charlie Dowdall f 
POA(AH) Daisy Adams, POA(AH) Jake 
Thackray, POA(AH) Nige Cross, LA (AH) 
Andy Ransome and POA(AH) Terry Gill. 
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Accommodation 




ide Residential Lettings 


For ;i choice off quality iMuperties 

in the Solent area contact: 

Southsca/Old Portsmouth Portsmouth & Surrounding 

023 9229 6022 023 9265 0101 


Welcome to the... 

Holiday Inn PORTSMOUTH 
& Holiday Inn FAREHAM 

Visiting Ihf new "Explosion Museum of Naval Power” M Prkkfys Hirdf 
Only 7 milrv from I arrliam holiday Inn. and 12 milrv fnwn hrrlvTwmth Hufidav Inn. 

All naval personnel who produce their ID card c an 
slay for only £49.00 per room any ni^ht of the week* 

Hd|Rl M a*a*tah4tvt 

FurRncrvatMfb Holiday Inn Portsmouth: 023 9285 6333 
(jii Holiday Inn Fareham: 01329 844012 




Garlan House Holiday Flatlets 

Setl-catenng flatlets near sea and shops Fully equipped Colour TV. lodge 
cooker, tanen. elc Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend 
CHARGE PER PERSON * MINIMUM 2 PERSONS 
WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST - £100.00 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER - £80 00 

OTHER MONTHS - C70.00 LONG LETS - C$0.00 

1st SEPT - 1st JUNE ANY 3 NIGHTS (CONSECUTIVE) - £45.00 
DEPOSIT PER PERSON £20.00 

CHIDflEN 12 YEARS OR JN0ER HALF PRICE IF SLEEPING MT>€ SAME ROOM AS ADULTS 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY OCTOBER 

MR CURTIS. 70 FESTING GROVE. SOUTHSEA. PORTSMOUTH. HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 023 9273 3581 Between 9am - 4pm 

www.garianhouse.co.uk 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building. 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Telephone (023) 9282 3522 


-THE GRAND HOTELr 

Plymouth 

Accommodation & Full English Breaklasl 

Off Season (November - March) 

£22.50 pppn sharing a cJoubie/twin 


r 

Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more 
between Thursday — Sunday, 
v Subject to availability at time of booking. 

Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
situated on Plymouth Hoe r 

| u a i it Telephone: (01752) 661195 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB! 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions. Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions. Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morice Square. Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PO 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 



IIIIII i IN HKht Kimm n.KiM n in# 

CANTERBl ItY HOTEL 
_ SOUTHSEA _ 

Kl M RVATIONS 023 9229 3136 


MOTU W OPLN AfTLR RHURBISHMf NT 
WIN 11 H SPEC1A1 
Stay Ltt4ay * Saturday Niytrt 
Sunday Ni«h( Only M0 
H*8 Room Only 
Oft Road Car f arkmf 
B»B from CTO par parson par aiflM 
TOEaau 



18 M MCA YIf AM Kl ##l mi i.KiH Pi MU 

(IROSW.SOR HOTEL 
_ SOUTHSEA 

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 
023 92K2 1653 


- B«B / Room Oafy / 

Ertniny Moalt Avatlrblr 
Just Off Southtra Saatraat 
• Oft Road Car Park 
B«B from C15 par pamaa par niylK 
• In tart• Room* Available 


IQRTSMOLTI 
LADY 1 
HAMILTON 


Closest B + B to Naval Base. 

100 yards from main gate, 
HMS VictoryfMary Rose/ 
HMS Warrior/ 
Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins ♦ 
family rooms, colour T.V, 
Tea+Coffec facilities, free house 


\7et 


: 023 9287 0505 


wnperfcd 

m A worn 

k PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 

Lockyer SL PL1 200 a 
•: (01752) 227311 


Elegant Victonan Bwkkng with 22 
Bedrooms * 5 Ground Floor. 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar 
Colour TV. Radio. Tea/Coflee/ 
Telephone all rooms Most en suite 
Large car park Navy News 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount All Credit Cards 
accepted 

Brochure A or Booking contact 

Lt. Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

A Ppnonat Smop CamtortM** MoteT 


^TORQUAY* 
Southbank Hotel 

• Licensed Bar ETB♦ ♦ ♦♦ 

• Family rooms available 

• Close to seafront 4- shops 

• H/C, TeavCoffee. TV, All Rooms 

Mags (Simon) A Rachel Thacker 
Both Ex-Navy 

Tel: 01803 296701 
Fax: 01803 2920261 


Stalham-Norfolk 


< omfortablc I wo Bedroom 
Holiday Chalets On 
\tli.K li>i Site. 

Ideal location for Touring 
Norfolk Itroads and Coast. 
Am NUB p.w. 

Tel: 01692-581985 


y^SESMS^ 

Osmond Quest Mouse 

I==i9 *■ 01752 229705 

Bed ami HtraUau Inin. Clfc-CJOOn 
Scjfnmi ( num*\y fm k up Invn 
\taiKie\ A ptnurr All rtxvnv 
CTV. Tca/CofTcc making / 
Mindy Fji vuiic. Parkin): / m 


ADJOINING PLYMOUTH 
IIOKANI) SEAFRONT 

Friendly piN home, CTV V 
Tca/Coffce. C.H.. nxml> cn wife. 
TV lounge, palling From £IX pp. 

Fd^cumbf Curst House 

50 her Slicei. West Hot* 

Tel 01752 660675 
E-mail liawion^clam.co.uk 


ROWLANDS CASTLE 

(Portsmouth 11 milos) 

large, uipeoo#. Four bed loom Detached 
House. Four reception rooms. Master 
bedroom en suite. Double garage 
Excellent location, close to amenities end 
open countryside Station 5 minutes walk 

Long Lot £1,250 p.c.m. 

Tel: 023 9241 2589 


To Advertise Telephone - 
023 0272 5062 NOW!! 


" ,, ( cKifig Changes 'xUotel 

Medway ‘Golden Jubilee' Heritage Break 

Tuesday 4 m June - Friday 5* June 

3 Nights Dinner. Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Free Entrance to the Royal FInginccrs Museum on Wednesday 5* June- 
Free Day to visit Medway's Dickens Festival in Rochester on Thursday June (Free transport provided to Rochester! 

- £79.00 pp based on two people sharing ~ 
Telephone 01634 830303 
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Education 


Boundary Oak School 

Co educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 

Family atmosphere • Large Sports Grounds • Strong Naval Link 

Roche Court, Wickham Road, Fareham P017 5BL 

Telephone: 01329 280955 


www.boundaryoak.co.uk 



Embley Park School 

femirv Humrxhm SOM A// 


(Wduralional Independent Day A Hoarding Sr bool 



DAY 3 - IX Sears 


ltO\KI>IN<.9- IX Years 


• Ever!lent Sports llaU with spartan grounds 

• ( aring family atmosphrrr 

• IIM Fortes bursaries asailnhle 
hwyrrtw nynldn w dnawd : 

drar CMUd Head's Secretary IH: •1794-51 12m or lav: aim 5117.17 


ADVERTISING 

RATES 

(excl. VAT) as effective 
from 1st April 2000 


DISPLAY 

Full Page...£2,180 

Half Page.£1,204 

Quarter Page .£680 

S.c.c.... £13.50 

CLASSIFIED 

Lineage.90p per word 

Box number. £3 

PENFRIENDS 
See details on .pagelO 

Discounts, Colour Rates, Technical 
Details available on request. 

Tel: 023 927 25062 
for a full Media Pack 
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Mayville High School 


llease call to book your child's place. Visits to the school are always welcome. 
MAYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL, 35 ST SIMONS ROAD. SOUTHSEA P05 2PE 023 9273 4847 


Boys 2-16 YEARS \vww.niayvillchi}>hschool.coni < * iris 2-16 YEARS 


THE ONLY UK LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL OFFERING 

20% REMISSION 

OFF BOARDING FEES FOR HM FORCES, 
CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN OF SEAFARERS 

Co-ed Boarding & Day 3-19 years (Boarding 6+ years) 

A TOP UK SCHOOL FOR GCSE & A-LEVEL RESULTS 





f * M 
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We think there are 3 main important points, above all others, that make 
Queen Ethelburgas your ideal choice as the boarding school for your child. 

Firstly we understand the needs of service families and seafarers as we 
have been servicing their needs for over 80 years. We have experience in 
ensunng your child will settle well, be confident and successful. Our campus 
is safe and away from city centre problems Secondly our boarding facilities 
are the best in Europe. Every bedroom has direct dial in/out telephone, 
voice mail, TV/Video (on timer), music centre, hot dnnk facilities and much 
more. Many bedrooms are ensuite. Our house parents are friendly and 
caring. Thirdly we are a Sunday Times’ 

Top UK Senior School for GCSE and A-Level results 
UK Top 100 Preparatory School for Academic Results 

We have invested over £17m in new facilities and offer a huge range of 
sports, music, equestrian, and recreational facilities. Over 95% of our 
A-Level students go on to University. Telephone for a prospectus, video and 
details of special 20% Remission. (Email: remember@compuserve.com) 




QUEEN ETHELBURGA’S COLLEGE 
Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. England. 
Tel: 08707 42 33 30 

Web: www.queenethelburgas.edu 


& 


Easy to 
get to by 
road, rail & air. 
10 minutes 
from AIM 
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Recruitment & Business O p portunities 



Chief Engineer 


Brighton Pier is the Premier leisure attraction in the South of Ingland. 

We arc seeking to recruit a hands on, time-served Chief Engineer who is AMI Mech E qualified, ideally 
with a motor ship background used to dealing with heavy plant including hydraulics and associated 
clectncs Candidates must be 35 years of age and over 

The job entails maintaining major static fairground ndes, involving the repair, routing and preventative 
maintenance and checking for safety to HSE standards and managing a small team of 
engtneerVmaintenancc staff 

The position is full time, permanent and the salary is circa 28k per annum. 
ttcaur apply m writing cm losing your CV to Mr R. O’Connor, General Manager, 
Brighton Pier, Madeira Drive, Brighton, East Sussex BN2 1TW 


CENTRE MANAGERS 


Kingswood Educational Activity Centres are market leaders in the provision of residential ICT, 
Adventure and Field Study Courses to school children. Unique opportunities currently exist in 
activity centres throughout the UK for highly motivated experienced managers with a "can do" 
attitude and a "hands on" approach, who wish to take the next step in their career. 

Managers have complete responsibility for the operation of the Centre including budgetary control 
and resource management. The ability to manage 
a young & diverse staff team, relate to customers 
and work in a fast paced environment is essential. 

Successful appl/cants would expect to receive an outstanding 
package including an above market rate salary of between 
£ 3 ok £ 3 sk ♦ subsidised housing & benefits. 



KingswooD 


EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRES 


A 


^1 


In the first instance send CV by mail or email to: lynda.green@kingswood.co.uk (Quott rti. nav) 
Lynda Green, The Kingswood Group, Kingswood House, n Prince of Wales Road. Norwich. 
Norfolk NRi lBD. Tel: 01603 284296 Fax: 01603 284250 


BUSINESS FOR SALE 


Rubber Stamps Manufacture 
& Jobbing Printing 


Fully Operational : 
Established 1984 


No premises. Operate from 
home. Complete package. 

Equipment, Stock, 
Customer / Supplier lists 

Training provided 
Further Details 
GCE. 

Fareham (01329) 281584 



Simulated l»on v 

{H0.25wi>tfUK 

Simulated Bremer 

on wood has* 

L , €85.99, mrun / 

Please telephone for oversea* price* 


V | h Vwlffc* Aathoa> I aamiI »a 
I omtanumn) M IW h\ die 
JL Intermix wit! Nelum Society to cerate 
due hu*i ol UmJ Nekoa It hm accepted 
tact diet the likracu hr arturved « correct » 


every detail, inrlwlinft ht% mrdalt and iwd 
They are die T tort ml» Order ol the Oral, 
TV Order at Si (««hm and TV Order ol 
Trumtad TV modal* mmnd bi nock are at 
the C ape St Vim cm and Nik batik* 

Hut bommufu! knmzm knrf n m tmmin l mm a 
tmhd wmmd, kmmd pmksM pUmtk 


To receive one of these heritage 
sculptures please phone us on 

023 9282 6040 

iktih your cnrtlti rani details, nr fill tail 
the coupon on pap.* 4. 

Or send a thcquc/!*t>sul Ordct fur the 
amount shown k>: 

The Business Manager. Navy News, 
HMS Nelvon. Portsmouth 1*01 3IIII 

S_ _ r 


A bigger challenge, a better way of life 


If you're talented, ambitious, would appreciate a highly paid tax free job and love the company and thrill of a naval career - welcome to Project Al 
Yamamah * one of Britain’s largest export agreements. You will be working for BAE SYSTEMS providing training and support to the Royal Saudi Naval 
Force on their Al Jawf Class Minehunter fleet (RN Sandown Class). Here in Jubail, Saudi Arabia, you’ll enjoy rent-free accommodation, excellent leisure 
and recreational facilities and exceptional benefits such as free medical care, first-class pension scheme, and generous leave and flight entitlements. 


Weapons/Electronics Engineer 

The role: 

• Providing a post design service, including ship design, modification 
and engineering changes. 

• Conducting in-depth analysis of defects and deficiencies 

• Training RSNF Technical personnel in all aspects of the British-built Al 
Jawf Class Minehunter. 

The person: 

• Ideally you'll have a BSc degree or equivalent or a combination of 
training and experience (i.e. Royal Navy) which provides a similar 
educational standard. 

• 10 years experience gained in a warship related Weapons and 
Electronics field. 

• At least three years spent within a project, design or maintenance 
planning environment. 

• If you're an ex Royal Naval Weapons Engineer (or warrant Officer) with 
suitable expenence in the Ship Support areas or Fleet Maintenance 
Groups, so much the better. 

Electronics Technicians 

The role: 

• Supporting the maintenance and defect repair of Ship fitted electronic 
systems equipment 

• Training the RSNF Electronics Technicians assigned to the repair group, 
associated with Communications, Sonar and Electronic Warfare on the 
Bnttsh built Al Jawf Class Minehunters 

The person: 

• Educated to ONC level or equivalent 

• Three years expertise in Radar (Type 1007), Electronic Warfare (EW), 
Communications (ICS 25) and IFF Equipment. 

• Some knowledge of Sonar 2093 would be advantageous. 

• If you're an ex Royal Naval Chief Artificer (AD or CEW) with expenence 
in Ship Support or Fleet Maintenance Groups or an MOD or Dockyard 
trained Electronics Technician with experience in the Communications 
and Radar Equipment areas you’re perfectly qualified 

Magnetic and Acoustic Ranges Technician 

The role: 

• Responsible for the operation and maintenance of Magnetic and 
Acoustic Ranges installed at KANB. Jubail and used by the British built 
Al Jawf Class Minehunters. 

• The operation and maintenance of the Sea and Land Ranges 

• Overseeing training of the RSNF Electronics Technicians assigned to 
the Sea Ranges Group. 

The person: 

• Five years expenence in engineering 

• Ideally two years in Magnetic and Acoustic ranging, you'll need 
particular expertise in the use of the Magnetic and Acoustic Sea 
Ranges 

• Any ex Royal Navy Chief Artificers (Weapons or Electrical Specialists) 
(An ex DERA trained Flanges Technician could be suitable, too). 

• Ideally, educated to ONC level or hold an equivalent professional 
qualification or Naval training. 


Ranges Supervisor 

The role: 

• Responsible for the operation and maintenance of Magnetic and 
Acoustic Ranges installed at KANB. Jubail. The Ranges are used by the 
British built Al Jawf Class Minehunters. 

• In addition to the operation and maintenance of the Sea and Land 
Ranges, the post holder is responsible for the management of the 
Ranges Technicians and the training of the RSNF Electronics 
Technicians assigned to the Sea Flanges Group. 

The person: 

• Five years experience in this specialist field. with two years in a 
supervisory capacity. 

• Particular expertise in the use of the Magnetic and Acoustic Sea 
Ranges is required, though suitable ex Royal Navy Chief Artificers 
(Warrant Officer or Charge Chief Artificers in the Weapons 
Specialisation) could be suitable. 

• Educated to ONC level (or above) or hold an equivalent professional 
qualification or Naval training 

• Ideally an ex Royal Naval Warrant Officer or Charge Chief Artificer 
(Weapons or Electrical Specialist) or an ex DERA trained Ranges 
Supervisor or Technician. 

Magnetic and Acoustic Ranges Supervisor 

The role: 

• Operating and maintaining magnetic and acoustic ranges used by the 
British built Al Jawf Class Minehunters. 

• Managing the Flanges Technicians and training the RSNF Electronics 
Technicians assigned to the Sea Ranges Group 

The person: 

• Five years' experience two in a supervisory capacity. 

• Expertise in the use of Magnetic and Acoustic Sea Ranges 

• Educated to ONC level (or above) or hold an equivalent professional 
qualification or Naval training. 

• Ideally for an ex Royal Naval Warrant Officer or Charge Chief Artificer 
(Weapons or Electrical Specialist) or an ex DERA trained Flanges 
Supervisor or Technician. 

• Suitable ex Royal Navy Chief Artificers (Warrant Officer or Charge Chief 
Artificers in the Weapons Specialisation) are also welcome to apply. 

Electrical Technicians 

The role: 

• Supporting the maintenance and repair of ship fitted electrical systems 
equipment. 

• Training the RSNF Electrical Technicians assigned to the repair group. 

• Primarily associated with the Power Generation, Compass Equipment. 
Ships Log and Ships Positional Systems installed on the British built Al 
Jawf Class Minehunters. 

The person: 

• Educated to ONC level or an equivalent professional qualification 

• Or a combination of Naval training and expenence to the same standard 

• Five years' engineering expenence - three in Shipbome Electrical 
Systems and Ships' Positional Systems. 

• Ideally for an ex Royal Navy Chief Artificer (Electrical Specialist) with 
suitable expenence in the Ship Support areas or Fleet Maintenance 
Groups or an MOD. dockyard-trained Electrical Technician. 

• Suitable ex RoyaJ Navy Chief Artificers (Electrical Specialists) are also 
welcome to apply. 


If you have the skills we are looking for and want to broaden your horizons, find out more and apply 
online at www.projectay.co.uk or write quoting reference 595 to Karen Corrigan, Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia Resourcing. BAE SYSTEMS. W386, BAE SYSTEMS, Warton Aerodrome, Mill Lane, Preston, 
Lancs PR4 1AX. Email: karen.corrigan@baesystems.com Fax: 01772 855286. 

Although BAE SYSTEMS is committed to equal opportunities, these positions are based in Saudi Arabia and 
only male applicants can be considered. 


BAE SYSTEMS 
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Remntmenf & Business O i worftfwffies ^ 


LEAVING THE 

FULL TIME NAVY...? 


WHY NOT BE PAID IN YOUR 
SPARE TIME? 


I 




ROYAL NAVAL 
RESERVE 


THE TEAM WORKS 


] 


www.rnjob5.tO.uk/rnr 08456 07 S5 5S| 


[ 


Rnk quote *H*vy Newt* wNeo enquiring 
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ENER-G 



NATURAL POWER 


ELECTRICAL ENGINEER 


NATIONWIDE 


ENER*G PLC is a robust, dynamic and rapidly 
expanding renewable generation group based in 
the Northwest. 


ENER*G group specialises in the economic 
generation of power from sustainable means, 
including CHR waste to energy and landfill gas. 
The landfill gas division has several long term, 
secure electricity generating contracts throughout 
the UK. 


An immediate vacancy has arisen for a 'hands on' 
Commissioning/Electrical Engineer. Responsible 
for the efficient operation, maintenance and repair 
at small scale landfill gas power generation 
facilities nationwide. Currently operating a 30MW 
fleet of spark ignition generators, the ideal 
candidate will have a proven track record in the 
power generation mechanical / electrical field, be 
highly motivated and able to work alone or within 
the small engineering team. 

A landfill/natural gas or marine background will be 
advantageous, but not essential, as full training 
wilt be provided. Due to the continuous base load 
operation exporting to the grid, some callout 
duties, overnight stays and extensive travel 
nationwide will be required. 

Salary E22K +company car+pension+healthcare. 

Reply m confidence, enclosing yout current CV stating present 
salary to: Jenny Shotliff, Natural Power Limited, 
ENER.G House, Daniel Adamson Road, Salford, M5 
2DT 0161 745 7450 
e-mail jenny.shotliff@energ.co.uk 


-FBH 


have immediate vacancies for the following:- 


HELICOPTER FITTERS 
AVIONIC FITTERS 


In work in 1m & 2nd Line maintenance at Middle Wallop. 

Suitable applicants for these positions will have a 
service background and hold BTEC (or equiv.l in 
aero/electrical engineering. Experience of Lynx and/or 
Gazelle helicopters would be an advantage. 

Salary range: £15,500 - £18,700 pa. 

Applicants should write, lax or ‘e* giving full details of experience and 
qualifications and quoting Ref: NN to: 

Mr A Biles. Engineering Manager. Tel: 01980 674314 

FB Hel**rvtce« Ltd Fax: 01764 787439 

Middle Wallop. Stock bridge •mail: alan tekK&brratow co uk 

Hampshire 

SOTO HOY 

FB Heliservices Ltd 

An FR Aviation Group Ltd and Bnstow Helicopters Ltd 
_ Joint Venture Company _ 


JOBSEARCHERS 


Ready to move on? 

01753 890243 

CVs & Job Search 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 

www.jobsearchers.co.uk 



POLICE RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Ixaf Kducation 

li l: 813Q2 859954 

POlH \MlkllM AI 

II W IX U lfcduC8tkHM <».uk 


BITS 


NVQ Level 3/4 Management 
OCR Awards 

Can be accred4ed «i pad or total 
(dopondng on expenenco and grade) 
Via protoM«onal (Sacutsaon 
Recent lykddto/Top Management 


Rocent POLCOOCNEBSM 
For more ntormabort contact 

mwf irjintog bfHViC6i LIG. 
77-78a High Street 
Fareham. P016 7AW 
FnctFow 0600 975 6750 

Emaa iu lareham# virgin net 

Wen mnr itvtareham co uk 


Are you technically 
trained? 

We an* looking for technically 
trained ex-service personnel to 
work in our growmg heating and 
plumbing business. 

• vehicle provided 

• vhnrt term accommodation 
provided 

• must he CORGI registered or 
prepared 

• based in Buckinghamshire 

Write or ('all: 
SCRABI.IMITKO 
01494 520 MO 

44-47 Oxford Koad. High W>mmhe. 
Bucks. Ill'll 2KB 



MARINE ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION BRANCH 

Inspector of Marine Accidents 
(engineering) 


£32,985 - £39,581 


Make a difference to marine safety 


The Marine Accident Investigation Branch is an expert unit within the Department for 
Transport, Local Government and the Regions. It is responsible for investigating 
marine accidents for the UK government, producing reports and recommendations 
based on its findings, and providing professional advice at public inquiries. 

As an inspector of marine accidents (engineering), you will be responsible for 
conducting accident investigations independently, with your Principal Inspector, or 
as part of a multi disciplinary team. The job will involve extensive travel within the 
UK, and occasionally, overseas. You will have a current driving licence. 

You must hold a Classl Engineer Certificate of Competency, a degree in 
mechanical/marine engineering or equivalent and have experience of merchant 
vessel operation at a senior level at sea or ashore. Alternatively you must be a 
degree qualified marine engineer officer with at least two years charge experience 
at sea in the Royal Navy, and a Chartered member of a recognised engineering 
institution. 


You should also possess sound report writing skills, strong powers of analysis, the 
ability to work in a team and liaise effectively at all levels of management. 

The position is available from May 2002. Starting salary will be in the range 
£32,985 * £39,581 depending on qualifications and experience. Relocation 
expenses of up to £5,000 may be available in appropriate circumstances. 


For further details and an application form (to be returned by 28 February 2002), 
write to Roger Brydges, MAIB, First Floor, Carlton House, Carlton Place, 
Southampton, S015 2DZ, UK 


A 


DTLR 



O 

xiittt ix non i: 


DTLR is an equal opportunities employer Applications are welcomed from all suitably qualified people regardless of race, 
ethnic or national origin, age. religion, gender, mental status, disability or sexual orientation 


To advertise on our 
Recruitment pages 
Tel: 023 927 25062 
or 023 927 24226 



Leaving the Navy! need an exciting career?" 

Visit: www.iniernetforextrading.com 
or e-mail: forexuk@btopenworld.com 

"Full one-to-one training given" 




tal 

NAVY 

Join 

the 
Naval 
Careers Service 

The Director of Naval 
Recruiting, 
is currently seeking 
RN & RM WOs, 

Senior Rates and SNCOs 
to work as 
Careers Advisers 
at these locations: 



Enlist on a 

Full-time Reserve Service 
(Limited Commitment) 
for service in a 
specified location 
for 3 years 

with prospects for further 
2 year commitments. 



ROYAL 

MARINES 



Newcastle 


f 

Manchester 


am 


FTRS rates of pay 
appl> 

(reviewed annually > 

CA3 £22 J 99.30 
rising to 

CAI £28.491.90 

Service Pension* 
will he abated 
so th.it VDM total 
remuneration will not 
exceed year basic pay 
on the last day 
of regular service. 


Gloucester .t 
'Cardiff Uford 

Bristol l ondon Chatham 
Bournemouth 


For further information please contact: 

HNR S02 Support - Ll l dr Phil Dickinson PSTN: 023 9272 7760; Mil 9380 27760 
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Sea Cadets 




TENBY 

STRIKES 

GOLD 


TENBY unit celebrated its 50th anniversary with a 
dinner and a special parade in the Welsh seaside 
town. 

Past and present cadets, staff and committee attend¬ 
ed the dinner along with three former commanding 
officers - including Ted Martin, holder of the Navy 
League Gallantry Medal. 

Many former cadets are now serving in the Royal 
Navy - one currently with NATO in the United States. 

• Left: Cdr A Mason addresses the parade following 
his inspection of guard, band and divisions . Guard 
Commander was Lt Bill Davies of Swansea Unit. 
Above: the Rhondda unit band leads the parade 
through Tenby. 


Colne Light 
play at the 
Menin Gate 


THE BAND of TS Colne 
Light travelled to Yprcs in 
Belgium to take part in the 
Last Post ceremony held there 
every evening at the Menin 

The famous gate, built in the 
IV20s, commemorates all those 
who fell in World War I and have 
no known gnw 

The idea for the trip came dur¬ 
ing the celebrations of the 
Colchester unit's Mlth anniversary 
last year. The band was accompa¬ 
nied by their local MP. Bob 
Russell, who in one at ttw 
Parliamentary advisers to the 
Royal Brilish 'l xrgion. 

At the ceremony the 
Exhortation to the Rillcn was read 
in i m\c\ ot the* Year A/C Garry 
Madden, who also laid the wreath. 
The band then rlayed both nation¬ 
al anthems followed by Reveille. 
Later there was a reception at 
Yprcs lonn 11 a 1 1 

Before returning home the 
cadets visited IVnc Colt Military 
Cemetery (left), said to be the 
biggest in the world. 

Unit public relations officer PO 
Joan Soolc told .V<n\ Midi ^ 
think wc arc the very first Sea 
Cadet unit ever to take part in this 
ceremony. It was a wonderful 
experience for the Cadets and wc 
hope one day to do it again." 









FREE SERVICE rn— 


A Naval Charity for all ranks and rates, 
in the Royal Navy or Royal Marines. 

A source of sound advice and sane 
comment on most matters. 


■ Provides help on personal finance, 
resettlement and employment on 
leaving. 



If you ever thought: 

'If only I could talk to 
someone!' 

and you can't find the right 
someone, then talk to 
the White Ensign Association 

I — — 

Contact: 

The White Ensign Association, 

HMS BELFAST, Tooley St, London SE1 2JH 
Phone 020 7407 8658 Fax 020 7357 6298 
office@whiteensign.co.uk 
www.whiteensign.co.uk 
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Look out! 

In this month’s Ncvy 
News look out for a 
great feature on the 
Queen Alexandra's Royal 
Navy Nursing Service. 
It's a very special year 
for them. Read all about 
it in the Navy News 
QARNNS Supplement! 

Then look out for a very 
special interview in the 
March Gang Plank pages. 
We’ll be taking one of 
our young readers along 
to interview one of 
these remarkable 
nurses' 

Don't miss it! 


Options 
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GREAT 




GANGPIA 


www.navvnews.co.uk 
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WIN A SET OF UMBRO 

FOOTBALL KIT AND EQUIPMENT 

PLUS A BOX OF NEW WALKERS FOOTBALLS PRODUCT 

Navy News has 
teamed up with 
Walkers to offer five 
lucky readers the 
chance to get their 
hands on some 
Umbro football kit 
and equipment. 

Walkers Footballs are a fun snack made from corn puffs and are designed to look just 
like mini footballs. They come in delicious bacon and cheese and are set to become 
the latest and ultimate must-have snack for the football crazyI 
A hilarious new TV ad has been made for Footballs starring the face of Walkers - 
Gary Lineker and co-starring another footballing hero - David Seaman , 
goalkeeper for Arsenal and England. 

You will be able to Find out what the mischievous Gary gets up to when the ad hits our 

TV screens on 15th February - 

For every packet of Walkers Footballs sold , Ip will go towards an exciting new scheme 

called the Walkers Football Fund. 

In association with Umbro , this fund will give every Primary School and U11 FA affiliated 
football club in the country the chance to get their hands on Umbro football balls or 

shirts worth over £100 - 

All you have to do is answer 
the following question: 

Q: Who is starring alongside Gary in the 
new Walkers Footballs advert? 

Send your answers on a postcard with your 
name, address and membership number to: 

Walkers Footballs Comp, 

Young Readers Club, Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, Queen Street, 

Portsmouth POI 3HH 

CLOSING DATE 8«h 

The Editors decision is final. Relatives end employees of Navy News are ineligble to enter 





It’s going to be a 
great year for 
sport with the 
World Cup in 
Japan and the 
Commonwealth 
Games being held 
so close to all of 
us in Manchester. 

That’s all happening a 
little later in the year, 
but right now the 
people in the American 
state of Utah are 
preparing for the 
Winter Olympics! 

They take place in and 
around Salt Lake City, 
from the 8th to the 
24th February. 

It's estimated that 
2, 345 athletes will 
compete in the Games 
in 15 different sports. 

Great Britain might 
not have much snow 
and ice to boast about, 
but we have got some 
top athletes entered 
in the Winter Games. 

Watch out for Mark 
Hatton. He's going to 


be competing in the 
craziest winter sport 
of them all - the Luge. 
In case you don’t 
recognise the name, 
this is the sport in 
which competitors 
hurtle down a narrow, 
icy track, feet first, 
on something that 
resembles a tea tray! 
You have to be very 
brave! Mark is 28, 
from London. All the 
crew wish him Good 
Luck. 

There’ll also be British 
entries in the short 
track speed skating 
and in the Ice- 
Skating. Sadly we 
don’t think there’s 
another British “Eddie 
the Eagle" taking part 
in the Ski Jumping 
this year. 

You can follow the 
Winter Olympics on 
the TV and on the web 
at 

www.saltlake2002.com 


WINTER 
OLYMPICS 
SALT LAKE 
CITY 
2002 

SPORTS TO 

LOOK OUT 

FOR! 

Alpine Skiing 
Figure Skating 
Short Track 
Biathlon 
Freestyle 

Skating 

Skeleton 
Bobsleigh 
Ice Hockey 
Ski Jumping 
Cross Country 
Luge 

Snowboarding 

Curling 

Nordic 

Combined 
Speed Skating 
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Last year our Press Gang visited some great 
places around the country and wrote some 
brilliant reports. 

Were now looking for this year's Press Gang 
members. All you have to do is write Captain Plank a 
report about one of your favourite subjects. Vour 
report must be no longer than 200 words. 


Write your name and address on the back of the 
paper and send it to The Press Gang at the Gang 
Plank Club, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, 
POl 3HH. Press Gang members must be under 16. 


A special panel of judges will read your reports and 
then choose two lucky members to go on special 
assignments. 

So, what are you waiting for? Press on with your 
writing. 


PS. Thanks to James Ware for his Action 
Stations report. It’s with the judges now! 


WE HAVE 50 "GLO-BUGS’ TO GIVE AWAY 

These can be clipped to your clothes 
so you can be seen in the dark. 

To be one of our lucky 50 winners send 
your name, address and membership 
number on a postcard to: 
GIO'Bugs, Young Readers Club, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Queen Street, Portsmouth, Hants 
POl 3HH 



WIN AN AMAZING TRIP 
TO NEW ZEALAND WITH 

GBR challenge; 

The Gang Plank crew are all dead keen on sailing 
and have been following the progress of Britain's 
team for the America’s Cup. 

The America’s Cup is the top trophy in the sailing 
world, a bit like the Formula 1 Championship It 
costs millions of pounds to build a good enough 
racing yacht to enter so Britain has not entered for 
many years. 

Now, however, with the help of a very generous man 
called Peter Harrison, Britain is to have a yacht in 
the next America's Cup. Under the name GBR 
Challenge, Peter has put together a wicked team of 
yachtsmen and women and he's building a brand new 
yacht. But the design is top, top secret! 

Here's where you come in!! GBR Challenge is running 
the CREW Challenge, a competition to design an 
America's Cup boat hull. It's for 9-13 year olds and 
the prize is a trip to New Zealand to watch the GBR 
team in the Louis Vuitton Cup (the heats for the 
America's Cup) in October. 

If you want to know more and enter, then log on to 
the web site www.gbrchallenge.com 

Tell your teachers too, there's loads of good 
educational stuff on the site! 


YOUR INVITATION TO 

see TH€ NAVY>JB6 TH€ NAVY 

at 

ACTION STATIONS 


PORTSMOUTH HISTORIC DOCKYARD 


Come to our 'Special Party' 
on ~ FEBRUARY 13th 2002 

From 2.00pm - 5.00pm 

Tickets only £2.50 for Young Readers 




•v Birthday Congratulations / ^1 

Kane Adams 

Jaanitar fox 

Oliver Rees 

Michael Albray 

Patrick fry 

Sophie Regaa 

Sophia Alderson 

Edward Coates 

Connor Raid 

Carl Alexander 

Daniel Graffham 

Leon Rider 

Ryan Alexandei 

Alex Hemp 

Michael Ritchie 

Connor Allan 

Thomas Harding 

Robed Robedion 

William Arkcsden 

Charlie Hayes 

Mollie-Grace Rowe 

Scott Bailey 

Harriet Hirst 

Laura Scarborough 

Christian Barber Banco Ross Hook 

Jonathon Scully 

Daniel Beech 

Madeleine Hew 

Stephanie Shaw , 

David Ball 

Harry Johnstone 

William Simpson 

Andrew Bcwscy 

William Jonas 

Ashley Smith 

Litt/i Bor 

Ph.llippa Kaable 

Kirsty Smith 

Ryan Bradley 

Laura Kelly 

Alex Spalman 

Matthew Bragg 

Francesca Kenyon 

Carolina Stanlev 

Royston Brian 

Tkornn Kim«a s « 8»fi." . 

Jessica Blooks 

Robed Laiog 

Emma Vail 

Emily Broome 

Adam Brown 

Alexander Lang 
□airs Urge 

Jack Taylor 

Gay Temple 

Cethennc Thackham 

Jonathan Brown 

Claire legg 

M.iHhew Brown 

Jamas Leggat 

Luka Thackham 

Shame Cassidy 
Keane Challoner 

George Ltnweod 
Emilia Lockyer 

Mitchell Thompson 

lots Cheadle 

Jeremy Mackey 

Matthew Tinker 

Grace Clements 

Mark MacNaught 

Kteran Tobin ! 

Thomas Coola 

Emily Madia 

Kathryn Walker 

James Coi 

Katie McBride 

Mason Ward 

Charlotte Crook 

Matthew Miller 

CheHte Webb 

Laurence Cunnane 

George Morris 

Sam Weller , 

Dominic Oavies 

Jack Morris 

Thomas West 1 

lorna Davies 

nUDfm mfffi 

Daniel White 

Beniamin Davis 

Haytey Newman 

Ashleigh Whiteway 

John Davison 

Timothy Nodon 

Stephen Wh.t1.cld 

Callum Oawas 

Rachel Oald 

Call on. Whitham 

Peter Devift 

Nathan Paglar 

Gareth Williams ■ 

Stuart 0.1 low ay 

Hannah Paters 

Jade Wilson 

Elliot Dyar 

Sophia Phillips 

Cadis Wilson 

Michelle Eaten 

Christina Pickard 

lewis Wilson 

Amy Enright 

Kirsty Poder 

Laura Wood 

Sophia Enright 

Stephanie Preece 

Chloe Woodward 

Rachel farmer 

Alex Price 

Sam Woolley 

Margarel Forbes 

Vanessa Pullen 

Lee Woolstan Holmes 



Top Pictures 

Thank you for all your great ideas on Cutting down on Waste and Conserving energy. 

We've had some top drawings 1 Well be featuring them in our next few issues and then 
awarding some Great prizes for the best ideas 1 

Here's Kathleen Adams superb Recycling Cycle, the Gang Plank crew think it's really 
clever. Well done Kathleen* 


AHoy thehe shipmates! 


There are lots of exciting changes afoot for 2002 

We are introducing a two tier Club from January 2002. 

Our Younger Readers (lOyrs and under) will still belong to 
'THE GANGPLANK CLUB' with Captain Plank at the helm - 
Our Older Readers (11-16yrs) will belong to 'NAVY NEWS CREW' - 
which will have a more modern high tech image 

All new members enrolled in both Clubs will now have Life Membership 
that lasts until their 16th Birthday. 


Members of both clubs will be able to use their membership cards to obtain discounts on entry to 
many local attractions and events throughout the Year, both in their own locality and nationwide. 
Our new style coupon reflects these changes - see below 


yo ns R£ Ab rs c m 

Please enroll me as a member of The young Readers Club. 

/ enclose e PO/cbepue (payable to Mavy Mews) for: 

£17.50 - life Membership (*SJS) (includes e copy of Movy Mews for 12 months) 


Name _ 

Address 


Postcode ___D.O.B 

E-mail address.. 

School attended... 

Joined by: 

Do you have any 
Special Interests: 


..Tel No 


Parent "I 
Brothers ") 
Sport □ 
Friends D 


Grandparent ~) 
Sisters 3 
Music 1 
Reading "I 


Other 

Ages 

Film/TV 


Send your completed form, together with a postal order/cheque for £17.50 to: 

'Young Readers Club' 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH 

call 023 9273 3558 or 023 9282 6040 (24 hr Answerphone) 


We will also accept payment by:- Visa. Delta, Access. Mastercard. Solo or Switch on orders of £5.00 or over 
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Options 


WY NEWS. FEBRUARY 2002 


www.mivynews.co.uk 


id % 

Infi Miscellaneous 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand (tainted on wooden base 6*1 x 7m 

£28.10 + £1.40 UK Postage. 
REDUCED PRICES gran for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10. 25. 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(mtrwnum 36) 

tpeciahut experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House. 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone 01463 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 
email: enquiries9chmunday.co.uk 





LOST MEDALS 

KKPI.A( U) IN KK.( OKI) TIME 
nJLl.StZKA MINUTI RI: 

J DAY SHH M1N(i SFRVKT 
M Kirl (M rHGSF. FOB QVOTAHOK 

RAYMOND D. HOIJMCH 

I nifalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 VN hi from h Ntrrel 
I j melon WC2H 7IIA 

TO. 020 70301079 FAX 020 79301152 
e mail:rdhmedalsC^aol.com 
w w w. rd h med als.com 


i— FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS —i 



Over 400 available 
Pnet lanttnilsd with canvas film 


si/e 8 *x 16* for €35 plus PAP 

For fiat please send SAE to: 
5EAHT. S THE CHASE. GOSPORT. 
HANTS PQ12 ITD 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS,TIES 

Cummerbunds - Sit £25, Polyester El 7.50 
Cap Tallies, and Baseball Caps 
All made to order. 

Robs Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road. Gwtnear. 
HaylO. Cornwall TR27 5HA 

Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

IndivtduaJfy hand-butt waterline 
presentation model of your ship, 
perhaps long gone but never forgotten. 
Contact for further details: 
Ron Hughes. 

Model Shipwright. 
Fekiemor*. Bacton. Stowmarket 
Suffolk. IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 


EMBR0IDIRID 

Sweaters. Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirta. Sweatshirts. 
Badges. Coffee mugs 
And toft more, all from one supplier 

I Of >— ng Vpcoab on w ap yty J poodi 
-MV DUE--- 

Barnet 

IMS 

Attenhy Buameta Wage. Lincoln LN3 4NT 

Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


Rumney Pottery 



High quality 
ceramic 
plates and 
mugs 

200 year old 
ruubtiihmenl 


Newport Road, Rumney, 
Cardiff CE3 4FE 
TH & Fax: (029) 20 778096 

Email mxfiynNmmneypoUcry.couk 



A/avy 

Books 

www.victory2005.co.uk 


GOLD WIRE BADGE Co 


ooiow 
em iiATHtn gauntlets 


qdld conoe wn Km STD 


TO 


wen cotton gums 

WWTf COTTON MA9UMC QLOVLS 
HAT* BLACK WRITS « '■» - ?S 


AM S NMAL OWWON TKS 
AM DOW TVS 
BLACK OJP-ON TKS 
AM BOTTOM LMKCneO 
BN.MU AFA WAU RALIMS DT 


m od 
Q* 00 
ODOO 

noo 

DO Q0 

€38-00 

nroo 

€400 

tut 

n» 

€300 

€1030 

0030 


WAMS STVLFHMT5 


REYRMG5 IUSTS#S Cl J 

CAR NUMBER F1A7E3 WTH VOVA OWN HO 


I CAP QRLLE BADGE. RNA 


HOMO 


VMHTtA BLOUOOM3, BLACK. AMA. AM €22.00 
Wet BLUE V*K* AMWS AMA. AM ClLOO 
W»en NLOI MATS AMA. AM. t1L» 

3 MW AJa en s AMA.AM. rat.oiCY. moo 


o mtw cap —Me— —. titoo |l 

<UM B—r* Km! -moo 

L— O ur H u rd Hta ....... .170.00 I 

Bweri lops 05.001 


SEMO FOA FAfX UST 

mil priced Inclueta PIP 

7e/^Fa7;°01706*84^84*8 


FLAGS GLOBAL 

QUALITY HiSD fiHli 
NATIONAL HAGS A LYMCNS. 
I ECONOMY SFTX SFT FLAGS Cl.* 
POLES. TABLE FLAGS 8 BUNTING 
FREE COIjOUR BROCHURE 
AU MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCtmD 
El.PEES ENTERTAINMENTS 
I nil Ch I AMT Quay. Mrdwat (Tty Km 
R ochester. krnf MEL 4HI 
Tel: SI4.M 247708 Fax: 01*34 247709 
ueu.rlpcrwnlrrlainrwrnKtu.uh 

f To advertise your business call^ 

023 9272 5062 

Sarah Jacobs 

023 9272 4226 

Lyn Hodge 


& PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/REGIMENTS/CLIJB 

HM Services and custom made tor Clubs 
Bands, Choirs, etc Barer buttons, medals, 
ribbons 8 sundries 
Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Brier, Beech Well Lene. 
Edge End. Coleford. Glos GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 
email: pem.lewisOtotalise co.uk 
www.thehsrskficconipanv.co.uk 


Click on - Click on 
www.forcesdiscount.com 
Available 24/7 

Direct web links & E-mail links. 
Discounts on Services & Products 
For HM Forces « Attached Civilians 

www.forcesdiscount.com 


EMBROIDERED 

LEISUREWEAR 

Wide range of quality garments, 
taw minimum order. 

Full colour brochure. 

Caps A Printed garments supplied. 

Fmr mknidrrj pw/ Sa anguottaa ckarje 
Fmbnadertdhimfrom /IOft*. iMittNa 

J-ihrttlSMm. 

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 

48. Old Lane. Birkenshaw, Bradford. 
B0112JX 

Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 6S2524 
www.bananamoon.couk 


Navy Newa Own Products 

If you are no! sahskod with ores ot our own 
products soid through ttw paper, sanpty 
return a tout unused wtffvn 14 days and 
we w* replace fl free of charge or asue a 
lu* refund (fidudng postage) 

77as guarantee does not 
attBCt your statutory nghts 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPUCE THEM NOW - WW1 TO PRESENT 0AY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS. 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS UST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail: chrissy@toadhallmedals.com www.toadhallmedals.com 


? 


WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 

Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting. 

56 timed Street, Sidrrrxmr. Itnrrmgrmr. Wore* HM XI J. 

TH: §1527 836375 Fax: 01527 57*74* 

IUD4IA nNa»3iMtaAliY MIM VTTO (XN«TOl OttDKABV VTY1JL 

Mil M/F km 41 IMMT »M» MIMUi H> MMMIA VI m III! W7%' 

MPAUIWUTP MMOW 4M> U T1M W UIA ALIO A W A W K, I V 
HNOMKNW umK A1UIM.l1 la 1 


j Order (inline u\inp mir secure urNtr w.woftmrduls.com 
FI •mail u% ul vwiist- uiimm-djK.nun 




OLD ALBION 
PO BOX 24189 

lAindon SW18 4WY 
TEU 07957 151706 


Old Album proudly 
presents 5 new bath 
towd designs. 100% 
made in Britain, our 
superior quality towels 
arc 100% cotton, 
28x50 inches (hath 
towel size) and air 
woven not printed. 
Simply phone for more 
information or send a 
cheque or postal order 
to our address, making 
it payable to: 

Old Albion. 

£10 

•12 r&P (UK) each 
e-mail: 

Mha yo s yPc ss—uwt 

wchuic: 

k(tp/>«r 


Military Matters 

HAND EMBROIDEREDGOLD WIRE HI A/ER BADGES & HAND PAINTED 
WALL 

i Vtrrl an UMp or f .A.A Squat) ran Hr. I 

CAP BAIMiKS. SWORD KNOTS. MAORI) RAGS AND REITS. EPAULETTE 
SLIDES AND HOARDS. TIES (RN. FJiJi . OR ASMKIATION) AND HEREIN. 

Sfuu rfd then: be any itcie jrue neqeirc n eut 6»n, ptceic tiaUd e, and «c Will endeavour 

fc> kelp, eacet ueakk lo Ini all Ike prudutt a our purtfolio 
Wkrfkcr you err kuytet for yowsrif. or a toued uec. w will hr happy lo five you pnetv 
and quunuiy dncuuen upnm appite atwo 

Burn Hank lodge. Burn Bank, CrecnfWtd. Seddlrnorlh. Oldham (HJ 71 .T 
Tel: *1457 V77BI* Tax: *1457 rTMW , 


Rumney Pottery 

High quality ctrxmk plates and mugs 

Kkainplc* of wort lor AuocuKkom. 
Annivmenec. C'omnuwuoranf. Sailing 
Cluha C emenarirs etc All In do with nor 
Naval imhiMvi and the sea. 

Each item it hand emhoued with mlayed 
glaues and enamelt uuiy a imufr 
mrihnd of production 
Wr like to accept ordrn Jar 
50. 100 A 200 off of item* m a nm 



200 rear old establishment 


Newport Rood, Rumney. 
Cardiff CF3 4FK 
Td A lax: (029) 20 77*096 


No Waffle! 

Quality Clothing at Usu Bigtxi Friou. 

■abrotdered or Frintad. Polo’s, 
T-shirla, Swuauhiru, Baa*tall Caps, 
•porta Cloihla*, Motors port 
JacktU, Xlppo UAhUru. Olaaawsru. 
•ilvsrwars. Mu*a. ID Bsdgsa stc 
Wa rm your •Oar Stop Shop’ff 

Im-Pms Promotions Plymouth 

01752-316914 

la • prsaaplymouth •fMoonnsel.com 
wwwin prsaspiymouth. com 

“Use usj the rest 
Of the Fleet does "! 


THE EASTIRN SERVICE HEDU] 

This superb die-struck 
I I commemorative medal 
1 I is available in Full Size 
A Mimanirr lo all who 
served in the Near 
* Sr Middle A Far East. 

Samdtme.fot wmrt^pitcannmform today 
BPS Awards, P.O. Box 6961 
Brovnsgnwe, H6I 81 A 


REGIMENTAL TIES, bla/er 
Badges, Cuff-Links. Buttons. 
Medals. Cap Badges. Mil Maria 
£2.00 for list. Caimcross (Dcp. NN). 
31, Belle Vue St.. Filey. N. Yorks 
YOI4 9HU 

www.caimxson.frrescrve.co.uk 



Zd)entworth 

the /haems 


1 High quality pewter tankards. 

| hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
I much more. Engraved with 
Ship s Crests. Badges and 
I Logo’s to your own designs. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 
Tankard Houao. 2$ Lwdmi Howl. ShaftWAd Si *JA 
Tot: 0114 277 S47* Fa* 0114 272 $451 
•Ml: aalauWwuntworlh pewter com 
wvbuf* www.wvntworth puwtar com 


\ 



Gifts for Valentines Day 





ITU 


u-rm m j 







Orchids By Post 

tmk OnkiW S«ul Aaywkm b TWI \ i» FW (lw fmt 

Hi// fame Ufa W north lirutg 
if pom forget Ihu omr* 

Valentines 2002 

fdrdvr k) 4tM2/2N2 - 
I •? i* Om Pmi (>■ loarswii 


9 Stems Of Exotic Cut Orchids With Foliage And Hand Written Card 

Only 111-4? 

18 Steins Of Exotic Cut Orchids With Foliage And Hand Written C ard 

Only f L9-45 

27 Slrms Of Exotic Cut Orchids With Foliage And Hand Written Card 

Only £29-49 

Order Hotline (0044) 0870 9000 835 Or w ww.orchidsbypost.com 

Maw* n UWl w a u eurUkA n riUii 

If mar tar* warn Way. pfraw ki>» ywmr mamm mmk ptmmm mmmtmt mm* w rti nl yam Wk 

Orchids B> Pust. Forum House. Stirling Road. (TikrhcMcr. 1*019 ZEN 


“They Carter Company" 

Ladle* Qartery Ve*i$ned/ ter Suit A lb occa*Ccnri* 
Send your loved one a garter, for Valentines. Anniversaries, birthdays 
or special occasions. 

Ideal as gifts for Ladies's Night's and other Mess Functions 
For details contact: 

The Garter Company 

www.thogartercompany.conn 
E-mail: russelsidney(oihegartercompany com 
or phone 00 44 (0) 23 9264 5752 fax: 00 44 (0) 23 9261 4912 

or write to: The Garter Company, 23 Privett Place, 
Gosport, Hants PO!2 3SG 

Catalogues and Cd's available of all designs and more! 



The Bacchanalian Express 

VALENTINE look no further ~ 

Pink Champagne, Orchids, Love Soak, Chocolates A Hearts 

Lavish your lover! 

www.bacexprcss.net 

Tel: 01423 339149 



4i Joys 

Ik For all otcasumi 


Roses & Flowers 



otcasums t Births / Birthday* / Annivr rsann /To*ay I knr you 
Gel Well Soon / and Happy Nov Year 

12 Roses Red or Yellow or Mixed ...CM.00 

Mixed (.14.00 

Mbtod bouquet from LI2 00-L20.00 

LI Y 00 

^ L ^alenlines 

Inclusive Dufo - 6fk February to J6fk February 

1 2 Rose* Red / Yellow / Mixed .U0 00 

24 Rotes Red / VII .m MbM C38 j00 

40Fttcste* Fcfm pha I Red Rose . LI7 9*5 

IflfeMd Bouquets/No IUmcs. L12 00 -L20 00 

^/tlotheis ^&aif Specials 

Order Early - March I Oik 

50 Blooms - All Pink or Pink 6r While Bouquet 6r Gyps 6r Perm L20.00 

50 Blooms - All Yellow or Yellow St Hu mi Orange (a Gypi St Perm 00 00 

50 Blooms - All While or Yellow St While if Gyps St Ferns . 00.00 

As Above Colour Rangc/No IU.no Only In L17.50 St Gyps4r Ferns LI 2 00 - 17.50 
40 f rrrsu Aj I rmv L1Y00 

Hot Line Number Tcl:01481 246708 Fax:01481 243406 

Ml (7( s Airrpird / Pi>sul OrdriN / Cheques / Euro Cheques Made Payable 





You can now buy and aand your 



www.moffrrnrnrrln.rom 


hra^/L\t\ rnturrs, 

SKY DIMM, nil KSKS 

IN FLORIDA 

FtwM Adventures. Florid* an happy ta 
•An Ula r ) Omaamaaad th*mf f w w hr 

fitoitiw Rands 0w Slrydww^ tckal a 


Freefall Adventures, Florida 

4H W /Uywl Odw Ukamaa. FWrtA- BtSA IMA 
Tel. 1541) 388 0SS8-Fax CS81) S81 4468 
Email. skydlveMlk0aol.com 
www had ventures com 























































































































































flu 


Options 


navynews.co.uk 


NAVY NFWS. FEBRUARY 2B02 41 





model mystery 

starts to unfold 


Samuel Pepys raved about 
them. A later Secretary of 
the Navy built a whole 
wing on to his country 
seat to house them. Today 
they exchange hands for 
hundreds of thousands. 

But no one knew anything 
much about them - until 
Angus White discovered a 
scrap of paper hidden 
inside one, written by a 
man he calls The 
Michelangelo of the Navy 
Board Model Makers’ 

I MAGINE peering flH ^B m ^B^^ ^B^X ^B^X 

wm After 200 years, 

image, case V ■ ■ ^^F ^B^F ■ ^B^ W 

of coronary thrombosis in i^F P 

the posterior vena cava, 
hut tnc hold of an antique 
model ship - a secret and 
long forgotten compart¬ 
ment, full of strange shad¬ 
ows and unfamiliar shapes, 
now seen for the first time 
since its creation over two 
centuries earlier. 

Despite the distorted image 
created by the fish-eye lens, 
you begin to make out certain 
features: a long line of square 
stanchions supporting the 
deck above, gouge marks on 
the inside of the hull, loose 
wood shavings, untidy drib¬ 
bles of glue - and then, an 
inexplicable light-coloured 
paten right in the middle. 

As the endoscope hears down 
upon it. you feel tnc hairs on the 
hack of your neck rise as you 
recognise the unmistakcablc tex¬ 
ture of paper 

It appears to be folded over 
many times and nailed to the 
floor of the hold. This isn’t a 
scrap of pa|>cr dropped by acci¬ 
dent; it’s been put there with 
obvious deliberation. It must be 
of some significance and unless 
you are a most incurious individ¬ 
ual. it has to come out. 

To share the excitement of the 
moment, you need to know more 
about the model ship itself, and 
why it’s so special. In Fngland. 
between about 1650 and 1800, 
there arose a tradition tor build 
ing exquisite replicas of Royal 
Navy warships. Tncy were built in 
a distinctive and immediately 
recognisable style and were 
believed to be commissioned by 
the Navy Board (which adminis¬ 
tered the Royal Dockyards), 
hence their generic title, ‘Navy 
Hoard MiKlels*. 

They always featured the fol¬ 
lowing characteristics: 

• Built to the same scale of 
1:48 

• Hull only, showing the con¬ 
figuration of tnc decks, gun ports, 
cabins and carved work, but no 
masts or rigging 

• Built of the finest Turkish 
boxwood, giving a beautiful mel¬ 
low colour to the hull and decks 
• Fine details carved in box¬ 
wood, bone, ivory, brass and 
ebony 

The models were built with 
consummate skill and created a 
fabulous confection of boxwood, 
brass, bone, ebony, gold leaf and 
painted details in ihc typical naval 
colours of Prussian blue and 
Venetian red. Add to this the 
beautiful lines of the ships them 
selves and it s hardly surprising 
that they have been so highly 
prized down the centuries - one. 
of IIMS Bristol, was sold ten 
years ago for WUJttl. 

Most of the surviving Navy 
Hoard Models have ended up in 
museums around the world (the 
National Maritime Museum and 


the Science Museum have the 
best collections), often beautifully 
restored and displayed - and yet 
there is an abiding myslciy sur¬ 
rounding them all. 

There is actually no documen¬ 
tary evidence to prove that they 
were anything to do with the Navy 
Hoard, nothing to tell us who they 
were built for, why, where or 
when they were built, nor even 
who built them. 

There arc about 150 surviving 
examples, much admired, hugely 
valuable and of great historical 
mip< »rtance, and yet no one really 
knows anything about them other 
than, in some cases, which ship 
rim r ep t mem 

Because they were so accurate 
ly made and because the Naval 
archives arc so complete, identifi¬ 
cation is sometimes quite 
straightforward as in the case of 
the one containing the piece of 
paper. 

Sometime before the endo¬ 
scope was inserted in her she had 
already' been identified us that of 
the 50-gun ship HMS Leopard, 
launched at Shccmcss in Kent in 
1700. 

Who hut the maker of the 
model would have left a folded 
piece of paper in a place like 
that? The operation to remove it 
was slightly more difficult and 
eeit.iinlv took lOBpOf than a rou¬ 
tine triple heart by pass that was 
normally associated with the 
endoscope so kindly lent me by St 
Thomas s Hospital. It took a 
whole evening and much of the 
following night to extricate it 
from its hiding place. Scalpels, 
drills, forceps, swabs, black coffee 
and a rather splendid bent kebab 
skewer were all brought into play . 
The operation was planned and 
executed immaculately and the 
patient was left with an invisible 
scar. 

The folded piece of paper was 
covered in glue and had to be 
steamed open - elongating my 
agony but increasing my convic¬ 
tion that it contained‘something*. 
I was right Written with a quill, it 
contained the following revela¬ 
tion: “This moddlc was made by 
Geo. Stockwcll at Shccmcss in 


the year of our Lord 1787 in the 
56 year of his aigc". 

Brief it might have been, but 
the information it contained 
opened more doors than, at first 
glance, could he possibly guessed: 
this note told us more about the 
who?, where? and w hen? of Navy 
Board Models than all the rest of 
the existing information on the 
subject put together. 

Stockwcll was a shipwright 


employed at the Kn 
at Sheerness 


Koval Dockyard 
he nad i 


Sheerness and he had made the 
model of the Leopard at the same 
place and at the same time as the 
real thing was being built, proba¬ 
bly iust outside his workshop. 

why? 1 haven’t the faintest 
idea - but did this mean that all 
the Navy Board Models were 
built concurrently with the real 
things? 

This was an isolated case and 
proved nothing. Within a few 
months I was allowed access to a 
beautiful mod el of i lit* 90 m 
ship HMS Bristol, also launched 
at Shccrncss during the time 
Stockwcll was known to be work¬ 
ing there, in 1775. 


T ! 

: 


Ihc world of Naval 
historians, museum 
staff and Navy Board 
Model fanciers is 
small and dose. The 
news of Stockwcll’s note - being 
the first of its kind - had spread 
far and wide and within three 
weeks I learned of a discovery 
made in America that made the 
hair on the hack of my neck real¬ 
ty stand on end. At the United 
Naval V ide my at 
Annapolis. Maryland, one day 
before I found the note in the 
Leopard, restorers working on a 
model of the 36 gun ship HMS 
Inconstant had found a piece of 
paper folded up and nailed to the 
floor of the hold It read: 

Shccrncss Oct 25 1820 The 
Frigate Inconstant 36 guns made 
by Geo. Stockwcll Son of Geo 
Stockwcll Moddlcr" 

So this note thing was a 
Stockwcll lamilv trail - they had 
been hidden all these years and 
they were Kith discovered within 


hours of each other. 

The Bristol was given tlu 
endoscope and bent kebab skew¬ 
er treatment and gave up her 
treasure with much greater ease 
lluin the l eopard. It s revelation 
wus just as spectacular, though, 
and began to suggest a trend; 
“This model was made May 7 - 
1774 By Geo Mockwcll 
Shipwrighi .it Shccrnc^ Yard” 

The Bristol was launched at 
Shccrncss on October 25. 1775. 
Again. Stockwcll had been build¬ 
ing this model at the same time 
and at the use place as the real 

thing. Was that always tin. ease ’ 
Why at the same time? it a 
part of the design process or was 
it just a gift for the Captain? It 
would have taken Stockwcll and 
an apprentice a whole year to 
huikJ a model like the Leopard or 
Ihc Bristol. According to the pay 
hooks for Shccrncss Yard. 
Stockwcll was one of only five 
senior shipwrights (Ouartermen) 
in the I77IK and I78t)s. Why on 
earth would thev allow one of 
them to spend his whole time 
building models and yet never 
officially acknowledge the prac¬ 
tice ’ 

So what? you ask. To under¬ 
stand the Stockwcll thing. I think 
vou need to be a serious Navy 
Board Model fancier. Like me 
You need to understand the skill 
and creative licence that has gone 
into their creation and you need 
to understand the sheer oddness 
of the whole phenomenon that 
allowed highly-skilled full-time 
dockyard employees to spend 
whole careers building replica 
warships but never ever officially 
acknowledging that they even 
existed. 

In the 1660s. the diarist Samuel 
Pepys was raving about them. His 
successor as Secretary to the 
Navy. Charles Sergison. was so 
proud of his collection that he 
nuilt an entire wing on to his 
country seat in Sussex, especially 
to house them. 

Whole galleries are devoted to 
them at the National Maritime 
Museum - and yet no one really 
knows anything about them 

I've always seen George’s pri- 


maiy role in this story 
‘ ng some of 
Tindi 


as the key 
these mys 


tenets By finding out us much 
ahn.il him as possible, we would 
begin to find other, associated 
pieces, of what I still suspect is a 
very large jig-saw puzzle. 

After five years of research. I 
had constructed a family tree 
around the man, containing ewer 
150 names. I’d visited every place 
that I know he had visited and 1 
had met several of his living 
descendants, including the must- 


• George Stockwcll's moddle " 
of HMS Leopard L made at 
Sheemess in 1787. The real 
Leopard was launched there 
on April 24, 1790. She was 
wrecked at Anticosti on the St 
Lawrence River in 1814. 

cian Terry Stockwcll. who com¬ 
posed a short piano piece fin my 
daughter Sally to play called ‘The 
Leopard Suite*. 

I had found evidence to sug¬ 
gest that George had a rightful 
claim to the title of The 
Michelangelo of the Navy Board 
Model Makers’. I had found evi¬ 
dence that he was closely con¬ 
nected with a model making 
mafia that existed throughout the 
Royal Dockyards for nearly 200 
years hut I never found anv offi¬ 
cial documentary' acknowledge¬ 
ment that he was one of the men 
who built those beautiful model 
ships (other than the notes left in 
the models of the Bristol, 
l eopard and Inconstant) - only 
that he was employed as a ship 
• at ShccfMi tor Ui eatuc 

career and that he always 
employed an apprentice. 

The reason for the paucity of 
information could be either one 
of secrecy because modern war¬ 
ship design was involved or 
because Stockwcll and his ilk 
were so low down the social lad¬ 
der that their exploits were not 
worths of record 

• The note found inside, 
nailed to the floor of the hold - 
others have since been found, 
casting new light on the high¬ 
ly prized Navy Board Models 
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Four wins, one defeat on Aussie debut 


Tourists 
turn on 
the style 


OANTAS v Royal Navy 

Bexley Oval (45 overs). 

Royal Navy won toss. 

Royal Navy 336 for 4 (Tim 
Burt 71 \ Steve Robinson 67, 
Sean Needham 61. Stuart 
Phelps 39) 

OANTAS 136 (S. Phelps 3- 
22 ) 

RN won by 200 runs 

Eastern Suburbs v Royal 
Navy 

Waverley (45 overs). 

Royal Navy won toss. 

Royal Navy 168 for 9 
(Needham 46, S. Robinson 
45. David Pinder 32) 

Eastern Suburbs 16 for 1 
Match abandoned after 
thunderstorm 

New South Wales 
Combined Services v Royal 
Navy 

David Phillips Oval (100 
overs per day). 

Royal Navy won toss 
NSWCS 247 (Graham 
Jackson 4-60. S. Phelps 4- 
85) and 151 (S Phelps 5-59) 
Royal Navy 349 for 9 dec (S. 
Robinson 119, S. Phelps 91) 
and 50 for 2 in 4.5 overs 
Royal Navy won by fl wick¬ 
ets 

ACT Combined Services v 
Royal Navy 

Duntroon Oval. Canberra 
(100 overs per day) 

Royal Navy won toss. 

ACTCS 120 (D. Pinder 4-19) 
and 183 (G Jackson 4-45. S. 
Phelps 4-59) 

Royal Navy 191 (Andrew 
Ainsley 4V) and 113-3 (S. 
Robinson 47*) 

Royal Navy won by 7 wick¬ 
ets 

University of New South 
Wales v Royal Navy 

David Phillips Oval (50 
overs). 

UNSW won toss. 

UNSW 179 

Royal Navy 183 for 5 (T. Burt 
71) 

Royal Navy won by 5 wick¬ 
ets 

South Sydney District CC v 
Royal Navy 

Alan Davidson Oval (50 
overs). 

RN won the toss. 

SSD 191 for 8 

Royal Navy 123 for 7 
(George Appleton 52*) 

South Sydney won by 68 
runs. 


THE FIRST touring cricket 
leum to Australia returned 
with just one defeat and four 
wins from their six matches, 
writes Lt Ciir Jim thinks. 

National airline OANTAS pro¬ 
vided the first opposition, and 
found the Navy in red-hot form, 
racing to336 for 4 in their 45 overs. 

The home team struggled in 
reply, and were dismissed lor 136. 
giving the Navy a 2410-run winning 
Mart to the tour. 

Next up were the Eastern 
Suburbs, a club which has hoaMcd 
players of the calibre of Tony 
Circig and Geoff Boycott. 

Runs were not quite so easy to 
come by. and the tourists managed 
IKK for 9 in their 45 overs. 

Only five overs of the home 
side's innings were possible before 
a terrific thunderstorm broke over 
the ground, and as forked lightning 
flashed and the pilch flooded, the 
game wus abandoned with the 
Suburbs 16 for I. 

The next match was a two clay 
affair against NSW Combined 
Services, and with the Navy choos¬ 
ing to field, the home side was 
restricted to 247. 

In their first innings. the Navy's 
batsmen again found their scoring 
touch, and they rattled up 349 
before declaring with nine men 
OUI 

In their second innings, the 
home team appeared to he settling 
for a draw - tnev reached 101 for 3 
with a possible 2l overs left. 

But the Navy attack saw things 
differently, and ran through the 
lower order to dismiss the Services 
for 151. leaving the RN a target of 
51 from a maximum of just six 
os ^ t' 

A swashbuckling cameo, in 
which two wickets fell, saw the 
tourists home with link* more than 
an over to spare. 

Canberra was next on the agen¬ 
da for another two-day match, this 
lime against ACT Combined 
Services. 

Again the Koval Navv won the 
toss and chose to field, and the 
decision seemed justified when the 


Services were howled out for 120. 

In reply, the Navy found runs 
just as hard to come by. and did 
well to post 191 by the lime the laM 
wicket fell. 

The Au.ssies fared a little heller 
in their second innings scoring IK3 
and giving the Navy a target of 113 
in a maximum of 3K oxers. 

Despite the hot conditions with 
flies proving a constant irritation 
to players and spectators alike, the 
Navy batsmen again rose to the 
challenge and rattled off the runs 
required for the loss of just three 
wickets in 27 overs 

Tho squad returned to 
Sydney for the final two 
matches, with the penulti¬ 
mate being a one-day clash 
with the University of New 
South Wales. 

The home team won the loss for 
the first time on the tour and elect¬ 
ed to hat. making 179 in their 541 
overs. 

The Navy once again took up 
the run-chase with relish, over¬ 
hauling the opposition with ti\c 
men out and 13 overs remaining. 

With an unbeaten record loom¬ 
ing. the final game against South 
Sydney District Cricket C lub got 
off to a good Mart when the Navy 
reduced their opponents to 49 for 
4. hut they recovered to 191 for K. 

The Navy got off to an even 
worse start, at one stage standing 6 
for 3. ami although there was a 
gutsy fight-hack they could only 
muster 123 for 7 in their 541 overs, 
losing by 6H runs. 

Off the field, members of the 
touring party visited many of the 
tourist sites in the region, and 
looked in at the Olympic site at 
Homcbush. 

There was also a trip to the 
heaehes at Bondi and Congee and 
a look at the Blue Mountains, and 
tickets were found for the New 
South Wiles v Western Australia 
match at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground. 

Major financial support for the 
tour came from Alcnia Marconi 
Systems, the RN and RM Sports 
Lottery and the Sailors Fund. 
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• Players of the Eastern Counties Youth rugby squad are put 
through their paces in a Royal Marines led skills and fitness session. 


Royals help the 
Eastern stars 


ROYAL Marines from 
Lympstone headed east in 
search of new stars on the 
rugby pitch. 

The Royals' Physical 
Training Unit - the fittest of a 
very fit bunch - went to 
Cambridge to put the Eastern 
Counties Youth rugbv squad 
through their paces at bhclford 
Rughv Club on the outskirts of 
Cambridge. 

The unit is responsible for 
encouraging young recruits 
to get fit and stay fit. 

But on this occasion Sgt Chris 
Richards, fitness instructor and 
coach of the Royal Marines rugby 
squad, brought his experience to 
hear in u session with East Anglia's 
most promising players. 

The sevsion was arranged as 
part of a new partnership between 
the Eastern Counties Youth 
Aeadcrm and the RN and RM 
Careers Office in Ipswich. 

CpI Phil Wcedon. who used to 
play rugby in the Corps, and is 
based at Ipswich Careers Office, 
was instrumental in bringing the 
military PTIs along to the session. 


Phil said: The training session 
was a fabulous opportunitv for the 
youngsters, and was a challenge to 
all concerned, hut the kids coped 
with it admirably, and Sgt Richards 
was very impressed with the 
squad s fitness and motivation. 

“We have worked ckiscly in sup¬ 
porting the Youth Academy wher¬ 
ever we can. in kit sponsorship, 
and some skills sessions, but this 
takes that partnership to a new 
level, and we hope to build on that 
in the future, with more coaching, 
and return visits; wc hope to take 
the squad to Lympstone. next year, 
to see and use some of the fiincss 
and sporting facilities there, and 
try out the assault courses for 
themselves. 

“These instructors have got to 
be anion)> the fittest men in the 
country, if not the world, and can 
mil only give the young players a 
realty good workout, nut also 
advise them on diet and exercise 
and general fitness techniques." 

Phil Smith. England Rugby 
Dev el opment Officer and Director 
of the I astern Counties Rugby 
Academy, said: The links with the 
Navy and Marines have made a big 
difference to the squad, and we arc 
keen to carry this on in the future." 


Leander initiative 


THE ROYAL Navy has Joined 
forces with the Plymouth 
Leander Swimming Associa¬ 
tion with a donation and a sup¬ 
ply of Navy T-shirts. 

A cheque for £700 has been 
presented to the Association 
by the Director of Naval 
Recruiting, along with T-shirts 
showing Leander's motif on 
one side and the Royal Navy on 
the other. 


Club youngsters will now 
wear the T-shirts at competi¬ 
tions, helping to promote the 
Navy as a career opportunity 
and for fitness development. 

Plymouth Leander teaches 
youngsters from as young as 
five years old and, depending 
on ability, an individual may 
receive personal training up to 
county, regional or national 
levels. 


Basketball 
blueprint 
starting to 
take shape 

NAVY basketball's fivv-vear plan 
for success is gathering speed with 
the appointment of a civilian 
coach and the organisation of a 
long-overdue overseas tour. 

The five-year blueprint is 
intended to make RN basketball 
competitive at intcr-Scrsices level 
after years in the doldrums. 

The new coach is Mick Bymc. 
who comes with an impressive 
track record - he managed the full 
England team from 1991 to 1999 
and coached the Solent Stars to 
National League success. 

Mick, who served in the 
Navy until 1981, brings with 
him a terrific amount of 
experience - and respect. 

Also climbing on board the 
management team is Cdr Sam 
Baker, who joins as the RN 
Basketball Association's develop¬ 
ment officer. 

Sam has either played in or 
coached Navy squads throughout 
the the paM three decades, and is 
also expected to have a significant 
influence. 

The Association's chairman. Lt 
Cdr Rob Knill. said: “We now have 
a strong coaching and manage¬ 
ment platform from which to 
build, and a firm direction." 

Adding impetus to the drive for 
success, and helping to enthuse 
the current players, is a tour to 
Canada in May. when the Navy 
squad will play matches in 
Vancouver and Calgary*. 

The tour is receiving major 
funding from the RN and RM 
Sports Lottery. 

For more details about Navy 
basketball and future events, see 
the website at www. mhha.f2s.com 

Navy rugby 
league squad 
set to tour 
Down Under 

THE DEVELOPMENT of 
rugby league within the Naval 
Service takes another massive 
step forward later this month 
when a 30-stroflg tour party 
leave for a three-month 
Ashes’ tour to Australia. 

The tour is a major milestone in 
the relatively short history of 
rugby league as a Service sport, 
and reflects the determination and 
commitment of both players and 
management to maintain the 
momentum gathered over the past 
four seasons. 

Consisting of 22 players, 
the squad is drawn from 
Naval units across the 
country, as well as a strong 
Royal Marines contingent. 

The players will he accompa¬ 
nied by a support staff including 
tour manager POWEM Perry 
Mason who. through his contacts 
in Australia, has organised a full 
and challenging programme. 

The two-week tour will feature 
a total of three matches, with the 
climax being a representative 
match against an Australian 
Defence Force XIII. 

The match is scheduled to he 
played as a curtain-raiser to an 
NRL fixture, and promises to he 
the highlight ol the tour. 

Funding for the tour has come 
from Service sources, as well as 
from sponsors NAAFI Financial 
Services. Babcock BFS and STAG 
Sports. 
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Dai’s no Mickey 
Mouse athlete 



• Lt Cdr Dai Roberts wins the Walt Disney World Marathon in 
Florida, cheered home by Mickey Mouse, and (inset) Dai on the 
winner's rostrum, complete with Disney's version of the laurel 
Wreath. PicturM Disney 


Windsurfers 
will have 
their days 

1111: RN Sailing Association is to 
sponsor the RN Windsurfing 
Festival at Portland on May 18-19. 

The aim of the festival is purely 
instructional and fun. following 
the success of last year's inaugural 
event at Calshot. 

All windsurfing activities, 
including instruction and some 
ccjuiprtKni. Mill be free, and 
demonstration kit has been loaned 
by commercial firms. 

There will also be an evening of 
Tun and games*. 

All levels of windsurfer arc wel¬ 
come, with a beginners’ two-day 
course being run while more 
advanced practitioners will get 
instruction on the u.iii r 

A speed trap will be set up to 
dock the t.istcst speeds. 

For details and reservations, 
contact Lt ('dr Simon Kingsbury 
(9375 65834) or Lt Cdr Paul 
Harrison (93510 6698). 

Skiers attract 
sponsorship 

IN A move thought to he unuiuc, 
the company refitting HMS 
Invincible in Rosyth have provided 
sponsorship for a team competing 
in the RN Ski Championships in 
Lcs Arcs, France. 

Babcock BFS are undertaking 
the tailored refit of the carrier due 
lo tad in the Brel nan ol 2009 

A> a result of the dose working 
relationship between the defence 
contractors and ship's staff. 
Babcock’s marketing department 
produced an unexpected 1800 con¬ 
tribution towards the cost of send¬ 
ing a seven-strong team to France. 

Nboocfc maOt the tenure 

through Marketing and PR 
Manage! Drew Ranee lo thank 
the ship for its pivotal role in PR 
visits to Rosyth. and it was grate¬ 
fully accepted on behalf of the 
skiers by the carrier’s Senior Naval 
Officer, ('dr Jonathan Fry. who 
added the team would ccrtainlv 
toast the company's good health 
and generosity once they had 
arrived at tars Arcs. 

Heron beat Nelson 

IIMS HI£RON have beaten HMS 
Nelson 5-3 at home in the Royal 
Navy Hockey Association cup. 


ROYAL Navy athlete Dai 
Roberts has proved he is no 
Mickey Mouse runner by 
winning the prestigious 
w.ili Disney w>rid 
Marathon in Florida. 

The veteran runner, who is 
based in the United States, 
powered through in the final 
mile to take the title by eight 
seconds in only his second 
marathon. Dai completed the 
race in 2h 32m 38s. 

His success in the race, one of 
the top ten in the United States, 
brought him local celebrity status 
as be tic kled Interviews with 
broadcast and print journalists, 
appearing on breakfast TV and in 
television sports bulletins. 

The race started in dark¬ 
ness in the early morning 
near EPCOT. following a 
ten-second countdown by 
Mickey and Minnie, accord¬ 
ing to Dai. 

“A lead group went off and I 
thought about going with them, 
and decided against it and ran my 
own race using my heart rate as a 
guide.” said Ifcii (40). 

"I passed a few people and then 
my wife Denise was waiting at the 
Magic Kingdom as we went 
through the castle and she said I 
was 4th - the half-marathon and 
marathon ran together, so it was 
hard to judge where you stood 
until they peeled off at halt way.” 

“This announcement by Denise 
that I was 4th and only a few hun¬ 
dred yards behind the third placed 
runner made me feel good as I felt 
quite comfortable at this stage - 
about ten miles or mi. 

“As the course wound through 
the kingdoms on twisted paths it 
was difficult to see anyone in front, 
hut between 15 and 16 miles I 
caught the runner in third place 
and shortly before 20 the second- 
place guy. 

• This meant that I had a person¬ 
al escort on a bike who was very 
good at answering im questions 
and going off in search of other 
runners - good warfare training. 


always use your assets and look 
ahead! 

“lie came back at about 22 miles 
saying that the leader was about 40 
seconds ahead. 

“I finallv saw him as we had lo 
run a switchback loop and he saw 
me coming. 


“By 24 miles at the Boardwalk I 
was abtHit 100 yards short of him 
and he just plugged away. 

“My bike minder told me that 
the leader was suffering with Mime 
cramp so I chased him t hink 
"As we went through EPCOT I 
caught him at about 2$!? miles, hut 


wasn’t sure exactly htm far we were 
and didn’t want In spnni ttx> soon 
for fear of Mow ing up. 

T gained about ten yards on him 
and then the mile marker 
and went tor i! 

“As I rounded the final bend I 
checked behind and he was coming 
at me. bat With the limsh Inu in 
sight I wasn’t going to gi\c up too 
easily. 

“What a great feeling in such a 
big race to hreak the tape and then 
get a hug from Minnie Mouse? Oh 
yes. and DeniM*. 

“After that my legs hurt and felt 
stiff so I walked with my minder to 
the VIP tent for a drink - onlv 
tea." 

The race is run primarily 
on the back roads of Disney, 
but Dai still received a lot of 
support, not least from the 
characters which lined the 
route. 

“The finale to it all. after the 
awards ceremony was to sit in the 
Rose and Cr«*wn in ‘Greut Britain’ 
at EPCOT and have a few pints of 
Guinness to sooth the old hones 
and muscles, while the kids ran 
around looking for more Disney 
characters to get autographs.” said 
Dai. described by Runnrrs WttrUI 
magazine as *thc English torpedo’ 
after a fine win in the Netherlands. 

“We then had sticky toffee pud¬ 
ding in the Rose and Crown gar¬ 
den. Real English!” 

Dai. Denise and their three chil¬ 
dren moved to Virginia Beach in 
August 2IKNI when Dai took up his 
appointment under the Command 
of the Commander US Second 
Fleet and Striking Fleet Atlantic. 

Before that Dai was on 
exchange in the Netherlands, 
where he had several notahk big- 
race successes, and his Dutch run¬ 
ning club named u race in his hon¬ 
our as a tribute to his running 
prowess 

Ills next target is the US 
National Master** Track 
Championships m Maine in the 
summer, where his chances of suc¬ 
cess arc high, and. depending on 
his ship's programme, a full 
marathon is again on the cards. 


Dartmouth 
team goes 
in search ol 
adventure 

A GROUP of young officers 
from Dartmouth had an early 
taste of the opportunities 
afforded by the Royal Navy 
when they took the Britannia 
Challenge, writes Ij Cdr Find 
Howland. 

The eight Britannia Royal 
Naval College (BRNC) students 
spent more tnan three weeks on an 
adventurous training expedition to 
Costa Rica, accompanied by 
instructors. 

The trip was split into three 
phases; a four-day sc If-supported 
trek through rainforest in 
Corcovado National Park; a four- 
day ascent of Cent) Oiirripo. at 
3.820m the highest peak in Central 
America: anti two weeks kayaking 
. 10*1 rafting on the white-water 
rivers of the central highlands 

Designed to devekip leadership, 
teamwork and technical kayaking 
skills in a challenging environ¬ 
ment, the expedition was deemed 
an unqualified success. 

“The Corcovado peninsula, 
consisting of some of the remotest 
lowland wet forest in the country, 
provided a challenging environ¬ 
ment. especially as the team had to 
acclimatise whilst trekking in the 
hot and humid climate,” said Lt 
Cdr Rowland. 

However, the excellent trails 
and Ranger Posts ensured that 
although arduous, the hazards 
remained relatively benign 

“Wet boots and singing frogs all 
through the night proved the most 
tiring agents, and the mosquitoes 
1 as tin 

Highland midges at getting into 
Hr tent at night." 

An outstanding range of 
wildlife, from poisonous snakes 
and frogs to brilliantly-coloured 
butterflies and birds, was seen. 

I be trek up Cirro Oiimpn was 
daunting, but although the view 
was restricted by low cloud, a walk 
through unspoiled cloud forest was 
a rare pleasure 

The team did their bit lor 
the environment by carryirg 
an extra 2kg of rubbis i 
each from the ranger po .t 
near the summit. 

Alter a short rest, it was on to 
the final phase - and a near-per¬ 
fect campsite amongst |ialm trees 
on a deserted sandy beach from 
which to prepare the equipment. 

Using local guides and bus dri- 
■eve Be team tin. chance to 
get to know the country as they got 
down to the business of kayaking. 

All the young officers were 
intermediate paddlcrs. having 
been prepared on the rivers of 
Wales and Devon, and over the 
course of ten days they honed 
their skills on seven rivers. 

Careful planning was required 
to avoid the regular mid-afternoon 
flash floods which are common in 
the rainy seaMin. 

Gradually tackling more chal¬ 
lenging stretches of water, the 
team ended up on the Kio 
Pacuarc. which ranks as one of the 
top rivers in Central America. 

It took two days to cover a 2Hkm 
section, hidden deep in steep val¬ 
leys through impenetrable jungle 

There are more than 35 named 
rapids, most ending in deep, slow- 
moving pools which were useful 
for picking out the odd swimmer. 

Six went down on a raft, while 
the others took the chance to show 
some fancy moves on awesome 
surfing waves, while side canyons 
and waterfalls - ideal for sliding 
down - were explored, giving a 
magical feel to the end of the trip. 

the trip was supported bv 
DNEfS. HO 5 Do. the RN and 
RM Sports tauten and (he Sailors 
and Fleet Amenities Fund, while 
personal * ontnoulions were in the 
order of 1(4*) each. 

A full report ot the expedition 
can he seen on the \an Nrws web¬ 
site at o.uk 

■ For details of BRNC, see the 
link from the RN website. 


Navy flyers take the lead 


TWO NAVY glider pilots 
joined an RAF expedition to 
Australia - and because of 
their qualifications, were cho¬ 
sen to take leading roles. 

WO John Bradbury , of HMS 
CoHingwood, and t’PO Kev 
Fear, of the Armed Forces 
Careers Office, Birmingham, 
were the Dark Blue represen¬ 
tatives on the trip to the 
Darling Downs Soaring Club 
near Jondaryan in 
Queensland. 

John was selected bv the 
RAF' to be the Expedition 
Chief Flying Instructor with 
Kev as the Deputy Chief Flying 
Instructor. As the only Full 
Rated British Gliding Instructors in the 
Royal Naw. they said it was a great hon¬ 
our to lead an RAF gliding expedition 

Although the team did not experience 
the exceptional gliding weather normally 
associated with Australia, (he expedition 
was still extremely successful with many 
British Gliding Association distance 
awards being claimed. 

Despite being very busy. John and Kev 
managed to fly for 60 hours and over 
2.000 kilometres as well as converting to 
several new types of glider. 

The expedition silc was very basic with 
each W.C. having its own resident frog 



• View from the cockpit and (inset) one of the frogs 
which lived in the expedition HQ toilets. 

that lived under the rim. 

Several highly venomous brow n snakes 
were also caught in the hangar area! 

During a bad period of weather, w hen 
flying was not possible. John and Kex vis¬ 
ited Sydney, a highlight being a walk on 
the Harbour Bridge. 

John and Kev were supported by the 
Sports Lottery. Royal Naval Gliding and 
Soaring Association (RNCiSA). HMS 
Collingwood. DNR and the RN Photo 
Section, RAF Cosford. 

For information on RN gliding, contact 
WOWEA John Bradbury at HMS 
Collingwood Ext 2656. 


BRNC students 
hit their target 


THE YOUNG guns of Dartmouth 
overcame an experienced HMS 
Heron XV to win the Lambs Navy 
Rugby Cup for the first time. 

The students from Britannia 
Royal Naval College triumphed in a 
keenly-fought and exciting game 
which featured fine running rugby. 

The team from Yeovitton started 
well, spreading the ball wide in a 
series of attacks which stretched 
the Dartmouth defence and culmi¬ 
nated in an early converted try. 

BRNC gained clean ball as the 
half progressed, but despite the 
best efforts of Ligale and Ussher, 
could not convert possession into 
points as raking kicks from Heron 
kept them pinned back. 

The students' defence held firm 
under waves of pressure, with only 
an exchange of penalties adding to 
the scores until the stroke of half¬ 
time. when a clearance kick was 
charged down and Heron went in 
17-3 ahead. 

But BRNC went on to the attack 
straight from the restart, putting 
themselves back in the game with 
an early try. 


It was the Dartmouth team 
which was now handing out the 
punishment, with the forward push 
led by Grange, Redwm and Jerrold, 
and they reeled back the margin 
until, with just ten minutes remain¬ 
ing, BRNC were two scores ahead. 

As Heron tried to reply, ferocious 
defence blocked them out. and the 
game finished 31-17 to BRNC. 

The result was the culmination 
of four months effort by the BRNC 
squad, who had stated the Navy 
Cup as being one of their targets . 

Successful rugby has been 
matched by an efficient back-room 
set-up, aiming to provide develop¬ 
ment players for the RN squad and 
motivated sportsmen for the Fleet 
High-level matches, including 
fixtures against Sandhurst, 
Cranwett. the French naval acade¬ 
my and West Point In the United 
States, as well as tours to French 
and the US, have helped give the 
squad a winning edge - and with 
another tour coming up. and sup¬ 
port from the Sports Lottery/ 
Control Board, they are planning 
great things again this year. 
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s Royal Marines pull out of Kabul, the Navy stays - 



On watch for 
Al Qaeda in 
Arabian Sea 

AS ROYAL Marines of 40 Cdo are withdrawn from Kabul, the Royal Navy 
remains on watch for Al Qaeda terrorists on the run across the Arabian Sea 


# LIFE SAVERS: With LSAT Sean Chipman at HMAS Albatross are (L-R) Lt Peter 
Wynter, RAN t Lt Cdr Terry Tyack, RN and Lt Grant Anson r RAN . 

Picture - LSPH Steve Gurnett. HMAS Albatross photographic unit 


RN pilot saves 
four in Sydney 


bush fires 


A ROYAL Navy Sea King pilot, on 
exchange to the Royal Australian Navy, 
dumped 1,500 litres of water on a 40ft 
wall of fire, saving the lives of four fire¬ 
fighters and protecting 20 homes. 
writes Graham Davis , assistant editor 
Australian Navy News. 

The life saving water drop came during the 
21-day Black Christmas bushflre emergency 
in New South Wales, which saw 150 homes 
destroyed in 700.000 hectares of bushland. 

Some 15,000 firefighters from across 
Australia and New Zealand were deployed. 
The RAN committed 300 of its own person¬ 
nel. scrambling nine helicopters from HMAS 
Albatross at Nowra, 75 miles south of 
Sydney. 

It was from 817 Sqn there that Lt Cdr Terry 
Tyack, in command of Sea King Shark 20 
was called in on water bombing missions 
around the village of Cudmirrah. south east 
of Nowra. With him were Lt Peter Wynter. Lt 
Grant Anson and Lt Karly Pidgeon. 

On January 7 four members of the Falls 
Creek Rural Fire Service had been sent to 
protect a row of homes from an approaching 


1 


bushfire at Cudmirrah. 

They were led by Sean Chipman. a leading 
seaman aircraft technician from Albatross 
who, like 60 many sailors living in the region, 
had joined the local volunteer fire brigaoe. 

”lt was 2.30pm and the fire was coming 
very fast through the bush/ Sean said later. 

The flames were about 300 metres away 
The air was full of sparks and embers. The 
heat was intense and we were between the 
fire and the houses. We were concerned for 
our lives. 

“Suddenly a Squirrel helicopter arrived 
overhead which called in reinforcements. 
Then a Navy Sea King appeared and dropped 
the contents of its Bambi bucket on the head 
of the fire.’ 

The water damped down the worst of the 
fire allowing ground crews to move forward 
and extinguish it. 

Sean credited the Sea King - an angel 
with rotor blades instead of wings - with 
saving the four lives and 20 homes, and later 
took time out to visit 817 Sqn to thank Lt Cdr 
Tyack and his crew members. 


In a statement to the House 
of Commons. Defence 
Secretary Geoff Hoon spoke of 
the rapid progress that had 
been made in the establish¬ 
ment of ail lntcrnation.il 
Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF), which is already 
patrolling the streets of the 
Afghan capital. 

As lead nation, the UK has been 
responsible for avscmhling the 
force, which he emphasised is 
there at the invitation of the 
Afghan Interim Administration 
under the auspices of a Military 
Technical Agreement signed oh 
January 4. 

Under the terms of the agree¬ 
ment. the ISAF Hill operate only 
in Kabul, and British troops have 
been on patrol since the end of last 
year, while French colleagues 
joined them in mid-January. Mr 
lloon added that "these patrols 
have heen extremely well received 
by the people of Kabul." 

At a planning conference just 
before Christmas. 21 nations 
offered forces for ISAF. many of 
the offers being of infantry* - hut 
the particular requirements of the 
job meant specialist elements 
needed to be included. 

“Wc had to construct a balanced 
and capable force able to get into 
Afghanistan quickly, support itself 
and do its job." said Mr lloon. 

“The ISAF needs logistics sup¬ 
port. It needs Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal tumps h needs sig¬ 
naller*. It needs engineers. It 
needs medical units. It needs heli¬ 
copters. And. given that it will 
deploy and be supplied by air. it 
needs air transport. 

Mr Hoon said he expected the 
force to be around 5,000 strong, 
with 18 countries contributing in 
total - the UK. Austria. Belgium. 
Bulgaria. Denmark. Finland. 
France. Germany, Greece. Italy, 
the Netherlands. Ncrw Zealand. 
Norway. Portugal. Romania. 
Spain. Sweden and Turkey. 


770028 
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Tristan climbed 


SAILORS from HMS Montrose - seen here at 
speed in the South Atlantic - have achieved 
what is believed to be a first lor a Royal Navy 
ship’s company by climbing to the summit of 
the volcanic island ot Tristan da Cunha. 

A team of 13 led by Lt Cdr Keri Harris made 
the gruelling 6.840ft ascent in six hours (the 
journey back took three!) two members enjoy¬ 
ing a dip in the mirage-like volcanic lake. 

The Type 23 frigate has been taking part in 
Exercise Purple Albatross in the Falkland 
Islands, a joint exercise with the Army and 
Royal Air Force. Capt Matt Parr succeeded Capt 
Tony Johnstone-Burt as her CO while the ship 
was in South Africa for Christmas. 


The nature of the countries' 
involvement varies - the Austrians, 
Danes and Dutch arc deploying 
forces as part of a German leu 
multinational infantry hattlcgroup; 
New Zealand and Turkey arc pro¬ 
viding HQ staff and support 
troops; Norway is providing bomb 
disposal teams and Romania has 
offered air transport and military 
police. 

Mr Hoon said the UK will 
lead the force for three 
months only, and the coun¬ 
try's total contribution will 
be around 1,800 strong. In 
addition. a short-term 
deployment of 300 Army 
and RAF personnel will help 
repair and operate Kabul 
International Airport, which 
will resupply the ISAF. 

Turkey has already expressed an 
interest in taking over from Britain 
in three months time, when “wc 
would expect to see a significant 
reduction in the number of British 
troops deployed." said Mr Hoon. 
The ISAF is expected to reach 
peak strength in the middle of this 
month.. 

“We are now withdrawing the 
elements of 40 Cdo Royal Marines 
who have helped secure Bagram 
Airstrip." Mr lloon added. 

Bui the Navy Mill has a job to 


do. The Royal Air Force is still fly¬ 
ing rccnnnivsanee and air-to-air 
refuelling sorties." said Mr lloon. 

“The Royal Navy* is playing an 
important ride in the coalition 
maritime force in the region, and 
is patrolling in the Arabian Sea to 
prevent those with links to the Al 
Oacda network escaping from the 
region. I pay tribute to the work 
they are doing." 

Mr Hoon also referred to the 
humanitarian mission which has 
been stepped up - the World Food 
Programme sent 11 MUM metric 
tonnes of wheat to Afghanistan in 
December - against a target of 
100.000 tonnes. the highest month¬ 
ly distribution figure to date." 

J Welcoming home Bravo Coy. 
40 Cdo from Afghanistan. First 
Sea Lord Admiral Sir Nigel 
l-vsenhigh said: “They have been 
in the vanguard of the UK’s sup¬ 
port of the international coali¬ 
tions ’war iwi terrorism* and have 
played a vital anil significant part 
in ongoing operations. 

“In particular, their role in 
preparing the way for ISAF has 
been of the utmost importance 
and hits resulted in its smooth and 
efficient deployment I must also 
thank those families and loved 
ones who have similarly* had I heir 
lives so disrupted by the events of 
September 11 
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Options 


Macs Cor l he Queen to appr 
little detail. 

At one tnvesiitun: for it Sivi 
Phlaee, the Queen team for- 
k look the QARNNS hadg 
\ ha ml and said; "You 
designed ibis. I do ht»pc 

A like it" 

\\ The badge ft 
^ A QARNNS Still coot; 
'^,11 crossed AAs for 
■sJNI Alexandra's mor 

> I combined with th 
I anchor. 

■ If As the omens of \k 
IT Ji I materialised, the iarg 
lYJy ing hospitals in the coin 
IJff lified nurses suiiablc fi 
lu the armed forces as Si 
Wf QARNNS Sisters *ci 
* officers, with st stf f nu rsi njg d 
sided by the male Sick Bert I 
Bui these men were needed 
so hospitals filled their vatrar 
Voluntary Aid Detachment* 
and Reserves. 

VADs were young won 
joined up “to tlo then bit* 
Services in the war, Of 
described I he experience as 
straight from my mother's 
room to i he sluice of a husnii. 

World War I a ho brought. 
creation of Mtstaie Ststort, 
physiotherapists, Begun in I 
rudimentary massage I he htar 
ty rmitned before iht v 
school of physiotherapy we 
over by the RN in 1932. 

At the end of the war. th 
contracted with wards Maf 
again by Sick Berth staff ami 

Through the 2fh and MK 
and conditions of service 
QARNNS developed in line 
Army and civilian nursing. 

Most significant in this pt 
the creation of a register of 
nurses. The Navy fmknred t 
deciding that anyone joi 


hroughout its history, the Queen Alexandra *s Royal 
Naval Nursing Service has proven itself adaptable, 
capable and committed to caring for the lives of > 
the men and women of the Royal Navy. w 


mm Helen Craven gives you a glimpse at the 
fascinating history of these dedicated nurses. 

Naval running effectively' began in and nursing, Mrs Eliza Mackenzie 

the 1850s. in the Crimean war as accompanied h> her husband, a 

men lay dying in atrocious oondi- Protestant minister, headed to a naval 

lions, * hospital at ITierapw on the Bosphorus 

bar her nursing duties had been car- l<> c f tc to personnel, 

rkd out by pensioned sailors and . |1J ? ruvc l ” l *5* U [! g 

murines, or their widows and had con- *£‘£ r ? , £ * u lwUld!o fhc 

dated of scant care and treatment, difficulties and homn of nursing in 

As Florence Nightingale created a ! hls Jp"* lea, ? <IB# i WBr - 

blaze of public! tv for I he skills of caring J51. . V? L °¥? r * 111tJlcal rc ^ 1 * f t c 

* Middlesex Hospital as a young man s 

_ " " leg was amputated, without anaesthetic 

35SSKSSSSBU “ She stiMW there and watched to prove 

—warn —t mm mm am v„r **Sgm that she Could. 

Eliza and her team had In ileal with 
SSSfSSSSxSSSi^Mtll^^k% gunshot wounds and infectious dis- 

■ — J eases, but nursing at this stage was real 

lv li matter of basic hygiene and nutri- 
non - keeping the men dean and well- 
jSS l* * ^SSfSrlSSr W R'd long enough to allow their bodies u> 
i ^3Mr ^ recover 

oSBSbr But Eliza was conscious 

j §Xf \**3 < , Ipyjfiy throughout that she was setting 

a precedent that could change 

1SF the future of care in the Navy, 

* ^IPF The Admiralty decided that the 

im experiment with I .li/a Mackenzie had 
? " proved a mrx’cvs. So naval nursing con- 

S ^SSUr fl| tm tinned with (he first naval sisters join- 

|Bp mg Haslar and PEymouih hospitals in 

FSt #■ Patient care was carried out correct- 

ly and on time, ward cleanliness 

<gl improved, and subtly but significantly, 

the language ami attitude of the 


• Mrs Efiza Mackenzie began naval nursing mi the naval 
hospital at Therapia, during the Crimean War. 


eipe- \JKf ^^**4 / & 

dilton 

The sue 

cess oj these 

nurses sparked n»ya1 interest In PKlt, 
CJueen Alexandre, wife of King Edward 
VII. wrote to Lord ScJboffic. l irst Lord 
of the Admiralty, stating that “the great 
wish of my heart has always been to 
have the Navy Nursing lie part men t 
also under my special charge, and that 
it may likewise hear my name and he 
amalpmated with the Army as soon as 
possible ” 

The Admit ally responded with 
speed io the offer of royal patronage, 
but any question of amalgam at ion with 
the Army's nursing corps was quickly 
hirgottcn. 

And on November 10, I9(J2. the reg¬ 
ulations for what is now called the 
QARNNS were puMUicd 

The Queen was personally involved 
in the consideration of conditions of 
service, and even the design of the uni¬ 
form, 

It seems that the uniforms were 
made up on minkls and sent up to the 


• QARNNS Sts ten sho wing their 
badges on their f/ppels, at the Royal 
Naval Hospital Chatham in 1902. 


f >?#♦*< #*r 


rn ^*** Uu 


• Queen ^ 
Alexandra \ 
wtshed to 
have the 
Navy's nursing X 
service under her 
spec tat charge 1 . 


vwrg'tiit.tt. ciWIW t? ^ *** 0- k 


• Proof cover QARNNS Sisters on hoard the Hospital Ship 
massy during World War L 


• Olga Franklin was taken from a military hospital to an internment camp after the Japanese captured Hong Kong . In captivity, she 


recorded her experiences m a tapestry on her nurse's apron. 


The Queen Alexandra’s Royal Naval Nursing Se 
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QARNNS must have com- 
pitted ill fee years training, 
and he a registered nurse. 

By the MK the 
QAkNNS Reserve was re- ■ 
established as a permanent 
resource. This meant that 
in 1939, Reserve Sivtci> 
were called up Hi help In & 
the Uk\ hospitals white R 
the QARNNS headed f? 
ovcracav. 

In lime, as the war 
dragged on, even the 
Reservists were whivked 
Mrnighl overseas, some- 
limes without even I raining 
w uniforms 

These women served m 
Iroop ships, hospital ships, 
and hospitals around the 
wnHd. 


urld War 
er teach* 
illy idcn- 

If cull up 
vtcrs. 
e naval 
jtics pro 
i branch. 
For ships, 
cics with 
<VAIX> 


• The Uganda was transformed in just T2 hours in Gibraltar from cruise ship fa 
hospital ship, where QARNNS personnel worked through the Falkland* War. 

came into existence in the mkl-60*. 
These men were trained alongside the 
women at I he Royal Naval School of 
Nursing, 

For nurses joining the 
QARNNS from general hospi- 
tills, there were a lot of adjust¬ 
ments to be made. 

Fvcn the language changed, and 
manv nurses struggled with the term 
‘deck* for floor, and ‘hoods' lor toilets. 
One recalls her initia] hat tie to gel It) 
grips with the 24-hour dock: "I think 
the Sister mutt have been tearing her 
hair out because f couldn't wort out 
what 1500 meant " 

Another former Sister recalls a 
grand naval tradition which was defi¬ 
nitely not part of general hospital prac> 
tier - the urink ration: “When ! used m 
give out the drugs at about 5 in the 
evening, in my trolley I bad these little 
trays with little carafes and glasses to 
give out the appropriate drink ™ which 
they thoroughly enjoyed,” Ratings 
received in turn an issue of beer 

In common with working women 
throughout the decades* the Sisters in 
the niid-Nk bad to cope with sexism 
and ingrained attitudes 

One Sister describes the attitude of a 
lew doctors to the QARNNS nursing 
staff; "A number seemed to think lhai 
the nursing Sisters were there to pro* 
vkk them with lea and coffee ami not 
■ firm fo next page. 


F or three women, the experi¬ 
ence of World W^r It was 
shaped by their capture by 
ihe Japanese at the Royal 
Naval Hospital in Hong 
Kong in December 1941. 

Miss Olp franklin was the senior 
nurse, a Super intending Sister, with 
two other QARNNS 5 istcrc. Miss 
Griffith am! Miw Motlin. These three 
with ten other military nurses were 
taken by the Japanese, who would not 
recognise their military status, to the 
Stanley internment camp 
She took with her a tropical diseases 
nursine textbook, and a set of embroi¬ 
dery silks. 

Throughout her tima at tho 
camp, she sat and stitched onto 
her own QARNNS uniform 
apron in multi-coloured silks 
pictures of the harsh details of 
camp life. 

The camp wav full of women and 
children. w*rh nil their ailments awn- 
pounded by the lack of food ;md medi¬ 
cine. 

Bartering with the locals provided 
the only access to these essential sup¬ 
plies, ami once items to exchange run 
out, then promises and goodwill were 
the onh trade. 

On the return of the three QARNNS 
Sisters from the internment camp, ihc 


icn who 
for ihc 
te VAD 
: “I went 
drawing 


ihum the 
the early 
917 with 
ich rapid - 
it irk and 
rc taken 


c Service 
fed iince 
Sisters, 
the terms 
for Ihe 
with the 


:nod was 
qualified 
his trend, 
[ting the 


# Nursing duties tor QARNNS Sisters were around the world. One sister works in an 
operating theatre in the hospital at Bight, Malta, in 1955. 


§ The caption reads: “Ever so much better since you came in. Commanded" 
Cartoons above and centre page were drawn by Ahce Ruttledge , a RN VAD (Voluntary 
Aid Detachment) in World War It, A file containing her drawing $ and cartoons was 
found at a showroom In Plymouth, but no one knows what became of Alice. 


• The male RN qualified nurses unified with the female QARNNS branch m 1963, this photo shows a Senior Nursing 
Officer instructing probationary student nurses at the Royal Naval School of Nursing in the same year ; 


srvice celebrates its centenary, 1902-2002 




































training ship, RFA Argus, had 
been fified with a “portacabin hos¬ 
pital**. And the medics set off once 
again to war. 

RFA Argus spent more time in 
the frontline of the Gulf Conflict 
than any other British ship, ensur¬ 
ing that whatever happened, all 
personnel were within close range 
of a modem hospital facility. 

Argus has only just finished a 
major refit in 2001. and now con¬ 
tains a complete hospital on three 
dec Its QARNNS min c e .»uJ Naval 
Medical Branch personnel were 
involved in the planning from the 
beginning, ensuring that Argus 
now provides the best hospital 
environment for the restricted con- 
ditionv 

In September 1995, OARNNS 
took naval rank with gold braid 
and badges on both arms, but with 
the crossed AAs motif worn on 
both sleeves or as a badge. 

I It I mote Is 111 April 2000 the 
OARNNS became part Ofl the 
Royal Navy as a dhGNh nursing 
service, closely aligned to the 
mainstream of the RN, hut with 
some differences due to its mimnc 

function 

The OARNNS. along with the 
medical branches of all three 
Services, had gone through a seri¬ 
ous review in the mid-90s, and the 
mmlm lo the Sendee won dfnh 
icantly reduced while collaboration 
between the Services grew. 

N ow the Royal Navy has 
an increasing humani¬ 
tarian role across the 
world, with an accom 
panying need for med¬ 
ial I support. 

The service is growing again in 
response to this need, providing 
effective and excellent nursing care 
to Service personnel and civilians 
in the UK and around the world, in 
times of peace and conflict. 

The men ud WOmCIfl «>f the 
OARNNS will continue to adapt 
and face with bravery the future 
for the Royal Navy. 


■ With thanks to: 

(\ipt.un ( I.ure lav lor and the 
OARNNS Archive for material 
and photographs; 

The Oral History Collection of the 
Royal Naval Museum. Portsmouth. 


Centenary events: 

■ October 2001 - a tree planting 
In the Garden of Remembrance 
at Haslar Hospital. 

■ May 8 - Florence Nightingale 
Foundation ceremony at 
Westminster Abbey. AJI three 
Services take part, and the 
three Matrons-in-Chief escort 
the Book of Remembrance for 
all British nurses who have died 
in conflict; 2002 will have a 
special significance for the 
OARNNS. 

■ May 9 - Reception at 
Goldsmith’s Hall in London for 
serving and retired QARNNS 
personnel. 

■ June 17 - Exhibition at Netley 
Museum in Southampton to 
celebrate QARNNS and the 
Army’s nursing corps, QARANC. 

■ July - QARNNS 2002 Sailing 
Expedition: Portsmouth. Lisbon. 
Gibraltar using BT Challenger 
Yacht. 

■ September 7 - Dedication of 
chapel in Portsmouth cathedral. 
Commissioned artwork and 
plaque with motif. 

Commemorations: 

■ Book: Nursing in the Senior 
Service’ by Claire Taylor, pub¬ 
lished in January 2002. 

■ Article: ‘Light before Dawn: 
Naval Nursing and Medical Care 
during the Crimean War' by 
Richard Huntsman. Mary Bruin, 
Deborah Holttum. Published in 
the Spring 02 edition of the 
Journal of the Royal Naval 
Medical Service produced at the 
Institute of Naval Medicine. 

■ Notelets, postcards and 
coasters to commemorate the 
centenary. 

For details, contact the 
QARNNS Archive, Institute of 
Naval Medicine, Gosport, 

P012 2DL 

■ RN Philatelic Society is 
producing a commemorative 
cover to mark the centenary in 
November. 

■ Permanent exhibit at Royal 
Naval Museum in Portsmouth. 

Further details: 

■ For recruitment 
information: 

www.rnjobs.co.uk. 

■ OARNNS Archive, 
P012 

I OARNNS Assn 
(Officers), 
Secretary, 2 
Longwater 
Drive, Gosport. 
P012 2UP. 
www.qamns 
association. 
co.uk. 

■ QARNNS 
Assn (Ratings), 
Secretary. 12 
Dell Close, 
Widley, 
Waterloovillc, 

P07 5AY. 
www.qamns 
ratings.cwc.net 
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• A home visit from a QARNNS 
Sister in Malta in the 1950s, 

much more, hut any sister worth 
her salt faced with that situation 
soon ensured that it didn’t happen 
again." 

Of course, it wasn’t just the doc¬ 
tors ^ ho h.ul to be set str.tight Fhc 
Nh also brought the arrival of the 
micro miniskirt: ' ll you had .» real 
ly young Sister join whose dress 
was perhaps a little over the top. 
she would nc taken aside by one of 
the older people and reminded 
that she was a nursing officer as 
vnv II .is a young person. Ami th.it 
sometimes one took preeedencc 
over the other." 

In 1977, all OARNNS personnel 
came under the Naval Discipline 
Act; effectively up to that point 
they had been civilians attached to 
the RN. 

One Sister’s opinion of this tcch- 
tion s typical • >! many 
I inmcd in l%7. and it dSn 
occur to me that I wasn’t legally 
part of Ihc Navy. As far as I was 

w e en ed i h.ul definite i> joined 
the Navy." 

^ he next major event for 
ilhc Service after the 
Korean War was the 
Falkland* War in 1982. 
The teaching staff at the 
Royal Naval Hospital Haslar had 
to move fast lo cobble together a 
syllabus of teaching for the nurses 
and medical stall heading out to 
the South Atlantic. 

After two days of intensive train¬ 
ing. the medical teams set off for 
war. 

The nurses who headed off to 
the Falklands were lacking bask kit 
for operational conditions. An 
emergency dash produced Marks 
and Spencers trousers and IX*ntal 
Wrens white tunics. 

But the trousers contained man¬ 
made fibres, completely unsuitable 
lor the hazards of shipboard life. 
Quickly the nurses reverted to 
No.8 blues, the standard working 
rig for sailors. 

One advantage of the long jour- 
nc\ south was that it provided 
ample opportunity for further 
training and drills. A number of 
the teaching staff made up the sur¬ 
gical and nursing teams, and all 
expertise was passed on and 
shared. 


• A Sister tutor instructs nurses and Sick Berth staff in the 1900s 
at Hasiar 


• Below left: Youngsters at 
HMS Ganges don ’t seem to be 
performing too well 
at a training session . 


• Miss K'Eogh, one 
of the first women to 
serve at sea with the 
Royal Navy in 1897. 


two ratings with bums from HMS 
Sheffield: “They talked a lot about 
little presents and things they had 
bought to bring back to their wives 
and children that had been lost. 

"It vs,i> quite poignant to hear 
them talking about things that real¬ 
ly were quite simple little things - 
but they were very upset about 

Nurses had to decide their prior¬ 
ities in patient awe. and improvise 
to cover missing equipment: “One 
thing we had not got wus weights 
[for traction), so we filled plastic 
lemonade bottles with water " 

After the Falklands OARNNS 
net tivok even opportune 
to exercise and train nurses in their 


This travelling time was particu¬ 
larly useful for the chance to exer¬ 
cise with the Royal Marines bands 
men, musicians whose specific 
operational role w, t s m act .is 
stretcher hearers. 

These Marines had a difficult 
task, carrying patients through 
doors, along corridors and up 
stairs in difficult sea conditions and 
traumatic times. 

A OARNNS Sister who served 
in the Falklands recalls: “They 
were absolutely wonderful, marvel- 
Uhis." 

For the first time the hospital 
ship’s role chungcd during this 
South Atlantic conflict. 

Up to then hospital ships were 
primarily Ihc earners of the 
wounded and nursing generally 
consisted of making the patients 
comfortable, redoing their dress¬ 
ings. and feeding and watering 
them, with some necessary emer¬ 
gency treatment. 

In the Falklands. the surgical 
teams performed not only this ini¬ 
tial surgery, but secondary' surgery. 

The nurses treated casu¬ 
alties brought from field 
hospitals, or even just lifted 
from the battlefield. 
Argentinians were treated 
alongside the British, and all 
received equal care and 
attention 

flic Sister recalls treating her 
first patients from the Falklands. 


war role, along with the Surgical 
Support Teams and the Royal 
Marines, in a ship environment. 

It wasn't until 1983 that the two 

naval nursing branches, male and 

’ 

This gave the male Medical 
Technicians, a previously unavail¬ 
able option to advance from nurse 
rating to 
Nursing 
Officer - a 
new title 
that 
replaced 
Sister in 
these men- 
friendly 
times. 

When 
the prob¬ 
lems flared 
up in the 
Gulf. no 
British 
hospital 
ship was 
sent to the 
front. 

There 
was no 
suitable 
British ves¬ 
sel m UK 
waters; and a dedicated hospital 
ship was required to conform to 
strict regulations in terms of loca¬ 
tion and communications. 

Within a fortnight, the hangar of 
the Royal Fleet Auxiliary aviation 
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• A Sister on a ward in Wentworth Hospital in Durban, South Africa, 1944. 















































